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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21°T AUGUST 2025

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: There were none.
In Attendance: CliIr Bolas, ClIr Baldock, Clir Butlin, Cllr Harrison, Clir Hepburn, Clir Jemmett, ClIr Palmer, Clir Sims,
Cllr Small, Cllr Smith, Cllr Tumber, Clir Wallace.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
The Parish Hall — Cllr Hepburn and Clir Bolas

The Pavilion — CllIr Sims

Borden Sports Association — Cllr Tumber

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair provided an update on Playstool maintenance to confirm that the contracting team is continuing to
complete the scheduled work.

TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE
The minutes of the last Parish Council meeting (APPX A).

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17 July 2025, which were duly signed by the
Chair.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION - The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 10
minutes unless directed by the Chair. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. A question
shall not require a response at the meeting, nor start a debate on the question. The chair may direct that a written
or oral response be given.

Police/PCSO: PC Clemens was not in attendance, and apologies were not received before the meeting.
Additionally, a Borden newsletter was not submitted for this meeting.

The surgery carried out by PC Clemens on 30" July was reported to have had an improved attendance by residents.
It was noted that there was a speed check on Borden Lane last Tuesday (12 August), the results of which have
not been shared.

It was RESOLVED to write to PC Clemens to ask, for educational and awareness purposes, how many speeding
issues have been seen in the parish in the last month.

Parishioners: There were none in attendance.

County/Borough Councillors (it would be appreciated if any reports from Borough or County Councillors could be
submitted at least 5 days in advance of the meeting).

County Clir Richard Palmer: A brief update was given on local matters, including the ongoing issues of school
places in Swale.

The Parish Council raised concerns about inappropriate diversion routes, footpath closures, and multiple road
closures (e.g. Key St and Chestnut St) occurring simultaneously. It was noted that there was little consideration
given to resident safety and living circumstances, compared to commercial interests. Cllr Palmer acknowledged
that these concerns have already been raised by residents and agreed that some of the diversion routes are
impractical, suggesting a meeting with KCC or Highways England to discuss and address the issues. He also noted
a lack of on-the-ground assessment, especially in areas of high complaints, and confirmed that these matters have
been noted to be pursued.

In response to concerns about coordination around upcoming housing developments, Clir Palmer noted that while
there should be oversight, utility companies often start work, make areas safe, and then move on to attend to
other sites

Borough ClIr Baldock had nothing to report.
Borough Clir Cavanagh’s report was shared before the meeting.
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To approve the bank reconciliation as of 315 July 2025 (APPX B).
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as of 31° July 2025, which was duly signed by the Chair and
RFO.

To review and approve the budget vs actual report as of 31 July 2025.
It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as of 31 July 2025.

To approve the BACS list of accounts for payment in August 2025.
It was RESOLVED to approve the BAC's list of payments for August 2025, as shown below: with the description
under staff expenses amended to remove ‘D-Day expenses’, which was added in error.

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Staff Payroll Staff salary £ 1,278.64 | n/a £ 1,278.64
HMRC Payroll PAYE £ 567.06 | n/a £ 567.06
Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses £ 25.00 | n/a £ 25.00
Fryer Cleaning & Maint Centenary & Memorial Gdns |Maintenance £ 604.80 | £ 100.80 | £ 504.00
J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections £ 60.00 | n/a £ 60.00
Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet cleaning (payment added late) £ 450.66 | n/a £ 450.66
Mulberry Admin Internal Audit (COF grant) £ 144.00 | £ 24.00 | £ 120.00
Steve Wakeling Open Spaces Playstool maintenance (2/4) £ 834.34 | n/a £ 834.34
Playsafety Ltd Health & Safety Playstool RoSPA inspection £ 172.80 | £ 28.80 | £ 144.00
Playdale Open Spaces Playstool repairs £ 784.28 | £ 130.71 | £ 653.57
Gransdans Playstool Toilet Earmarked reserve £ 1,302.97 | £ 217.16 | £ 1,085.81
JNC Architecture Playstool Toilet Earmarked reserve £ 295.00 | n/a £ 295.00
Creative Honour Boards Other Expenditure General contingency £ 44.50 | £ 6.00 | £ 38.50
Total BACS payments £ 6,564.05 | £ 507.47 | £ 6,056.58
Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Waveney IT Monthly Mailbox charge £ 18.17 | £ 3.03 | £ 15.14
Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website £ 11.99 | £ 2.00 | £ 9.99
02 Office Mobile £ 15.42 | £ 2.57 | £ 12.85
EE Office Broadband £ 22.03 | £ 3.67 | £ 18.36
EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply £ 30.16 | £ 1.44 | £ 28.72
Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card £ 178.54 | £ 2251 | £ 156.03
Total DD payments £ 276.31 | £ 35.22 | £ 241.09
Credit Card Payments

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Moonpig Admin Chair Allowance £ 6.48 | £ - £ 6.48
Land Registry Other Expenditure General Contingency £ 7.00 | n/a £ 7.00
Eco Green Communities Open Spaces Dog waste bags £ 88.20 | £ 14.70 | £ 73.50
Signomatic Open Spaces New toilet maintenance £ 858 | £ 1.43 | £ 7.15
Eureka Direct Open Spaces New toilet maintenance £ 38.28 | £ 6.38 | £ 31.90
Timpsons Office Office equipment £ 27.00 | n/a £ 27.00
Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee £ 3.00 | n/a £ 3.00
Total Credit Card £ 178.54 | £ 22.51 | £ 156.03
Bank Charges and Transfers

Bank Charges |Unity Monthly service charge due 31/07/25 E 7.95 | n/a £ 7.95

To note the Clerk’s annual pay increase in line with the 2025/26 National Joint Council for Local Government
Services (NJC) Award, applied retrospectively from 1% April 2025, and the correction of a salary error from April
to July 2025.

PLANNING MATTERS
To receive reports from representatives on behalf of the Parish Council:
Clir Small, who attended the Planning Committee meeting held on 17th July 2025, regarding:
e 24/502717/0UT — Land West of Borden Lane:
e 24/503677/FULL — Land at Riddles Road
Both of the above applications were refused by the Planning Committee.
Cllr Small also attended the Planning Appeal on 5th August 2025 regarding:
¢ 23/502210/FULL — Land on Either Side of Vigo Lane and Wrens Road.
A written report covering the information presented on behalf of the Parish Council at the meeting was shared
with Councillors before the meeting.
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Small’s notes from the planning meetings attended on behalf of the parish council
would be added to the Swale Planning portal for reference.

35|Page



84.

1)

BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Clir Baldock noted reasons for the refusal of the Riddles Road application and raised concerns about the
handling of the Vigo Lane item at the Planning Committee meeting. He will share the meeting link and
timestamp with CllIr Butlin to share for reference.

It was proposed that the Parish Council should determine in advance attendance and key points to note at
Planning Committee meetings, and for agreement in principle to attend meetings relating to the applications
for Land at Borden Lane and Riddles Road (for reference minute item 85a (August 2025) granted delegated
authority to the Chair and Vice Chair to approve a councillor’s attendance as a Parish Council representative).
It was proposed to agree in advance of Planning Committee meetings what the Parish Council would want to say
and who would attend on its behalf. Additionally, in principle, to also attend any future meetings relating to
applications for Riddles Road and Land at Borden Lane (Care Home).
It was RESOLVED to agree to the above proposal, including that the Parish Council will agree in advance of
Planning Committee meetings who will attend on its behalf and what will be said, and to apply this in principle to
any future applications as noted in the proposal.

Clir Sims, who attended the Planning Committee meeting on 17th July 2025 regarding:
¢ 24/501839/ADV — Hooks Hole Farm.
Clir Sims gave a brief update, noting that the application was approved by the Planning Committee.

Planning Application 25/501147/REM (phase 2F)— To consider who will represent the Parish Council when this
application is discussed at the Swale Planning Committee.

The Clerk advised that the Planning Consultant indicated that they are aiming for this application for reserved
matters to be on the September 2025 Planning Committee agenda, but this is not guaranteed and could be
delayed until October 2025 — the final date should be known by 27™ August 2025.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Sims would attend the meeting with Clir Small as the reserve.

19:35 Clir Sims left the meeting

PLANNING APPLICATIONS — view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/

(Please note that unless otherwise stated, the following applications are a discharge of conditions and not
formal consultations for the Parish Council).

Application No: 25/501437/REM Location: Land At Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD Proposal: Approval of
reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale sought) for Phases 3 and 4 for the
development of 160no. dwellings including affordable housing, together with associated access, parking,
landscaping, open space, equipped play and infrastructure, pursuant to 17/505711/HYBRID.

Consultation comments were due by 4" August 2025 - an extension was agreed until 22™ Aug 25.

The Clerk advised that, should councillors wish to consider attendance, the Planning Consultant is targeting the
September Planning Committee meeting for this application.

ClIr Baldock declared an interest and left the meeting at 19:37
ClIr Sims returned to the meeting at 19:40

It was RESOLVED that the parish council's objection submitted in July 2025 would be reiterated, including the
listing of the eight objection points previously submitted from its meeting held on 15" May 2025. It was further
agreed that a ninth objection would be added relating specifically to concerns about parking:

The Parish Council noted at its meeting on 17" July 2025 that none of the eight original objection points (noted
below) appear to have been addressed:
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1. The Parish Council strongly objects to any changes to the current width of Cryalls Lane. As a designated rural
lane, its character must be fully preserved. The continued expansion of the infrastructure and development is
steadily eroding this rural lane and green verges, with a consequential detrimental impact on

habitat, biodiversity and drainage.

2. The proposed development is too close to Cryalls Lane and the Nature Reserve, with some houses overlooking
mature trees known to support bat habitats. Noise and light pollution will disturb these.

3. The verge erosion between the first pedestrian gate to the Nature Reserve on Cryalls Lane and the proposed
Community Hub raises environmental concerns. It will have a detrimental impact on the root zones of adjacent
trees and hedges, further reducing habitat and impeding natural drainage.

4. The turning area at the end of Cryalls Lane is problematic and lends itself to fly tipping and other types of
illegal and antisocial behaviour. This will not be prevented by the houses looking over Cryalls Lane. Additionally,
there are no security arrangements for the blocked end of Cryalls Lane, which presents potential further safety
and access concerns.

5. The current design prevents access to the Nature Reserve without going into the new estate, and part of
Cryalls Lane appears to be being used as an estate road. We suggest turning areas at the end of spurs instead of
engineering through traffic.

6. Traffic, light pollution and noise will exacerbate damage to the landscape and wildlife, especially along Cryalls
Lane and near the Nature Reserve.

7. The location of the equipped play area adjacent to Wises Lane is considered unsafe due to the proximity to
the road.

8. The Parish Council requested that the designated area for training pitches and any white lines be removed
from the plans and retained as general open space to better serve community needs.

New objection item added:

9. Parking: The allocated parking for some of the properties consists of 3 serial parking spaces and goes against
the Swale Borough Council SPD policy, and Kent County Council has also objected to this.

It was RESOLVED that regarding Planning Application No: 25/501437/REM, Clir Small would attend the Planning
Committee meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.

ClIr Baldock returned to the meeting at 19:49

Application No: 25/503008/LDCEX Location: Eyehorn Farm Bungalow Munsgore Lane Borden Kent ME9 8JU
Proposal: Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) non compliance with an occupancy condition 1 of
SW/02/1030 on the basis that the condition has not been complied with for in excess of the previous ten years.
Consultation comments were due by 14" August 2025 — an extension has been agreed.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council had no comments to make on this application.

Application No: 25/503070/SUB Location: Land At Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD Proposal: Submission of
details pursuant to condition 51- (Drainage Verification Report) 71- (scheme for electric vehicle charging) subject
to 17/505711/HYBRID.

There was no comment made on this application, as it was not a consultation.

Application No: 25/503255/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land At Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD
Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 59 - Ecology Technical Note, Subject to
APP/V2255/W/19/3233606 (17/505711/HYBRID).

There was no comment made on this application, as it was not a consultation.
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BUSINESS ITEMS

To review the Clerk’s report and consider any necessary actions.

It was confirmed that the installation of the bench at the junction of Hearts Delight and Wrens Road was agreed
by Clir Whiting circa 2019/2020 and would fall under Kent County Council.

To review the recent parish bin replacements by Swale Borough Council and consider any further actions
required.

The Clerk has contacted SBC to request that the Pavilion bins be changed to the larger closed-top ones, as they
were missed from the recent SBC bin audit. This has been passed to the correct person, who should respond on
their return from holiday.

Further to July minutes (item 70b) - To seek a councillor volunteer to join the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group following a member's departure.

Clir Wallace expressed an interest, and Clir Butlin will forward her the relevant information so that the matter
can be revisited at the September meeting.

It was RESOLVED to defer this item until the September meeting to allow Clir Wallace time to review the
relevant information before making a decision.

Further to July minutes (item 70c) - The opportunity to apply for Community Infrastructure Grants (CIG) from
£1,000 to £10,000 is open until 25 August 2025. The council is to consider whether there is a project that would
warrant applying.

Clir Hepburn, in his capacity as a Parish Hall Trustee, raised that the drain at the entrance to the Parish Hall
appears to be subsiding and requires urgent investigation. Due to the urgency of the matter, it would not be
appropriate to await the outcome of the grant application process. During the discussion, it was suggested that
the driveway and car park may fall under the ownership of the Parish Council.

The Clerk clarified that, based on previous investigations, the Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee of the
Parish Hall and associated land. As such, all management responsibilities, including insurance, lie with the Parish
Hall Trustees.

It was RESOLVED that due to the potential safety risk and urgency of the matter, the Clerk, under delegated
authority for urgent expenditure (Financial Regulations 5.18), would arrange for an urgent drain inspection to
investigate the cause of the subsidence.

It was further agreed that ownership of the Parish Hall driveway and carpark is to be re-investigated. Should it be
confirmed that the land is the responsibility of the Parish Hall Trustees, the Parish Council will seek
reimbursement of the cost of the survey.

Following the discussion, it was noted that the CIG scheme has closed early due to over-subscription.

To agree on a parish council representative for the Swale Area Committee.
It was RESOLVED that ClIr Baldock would be the Parish Council’s representative for the Swale Area Committee.

COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES
Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on updates. A report was shared before
the meeting and can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.

To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.

It was RESOLVED to submit the following questions via the WLMG:
1) Wises Lane Footpath: Can clearer signage or planting (e.g. shrubs) be installed at the sharp bend on Wises
Lane to indicate that the footpath is not a through route.
2) Chestnut Street Roundabout: With existing footpath closures, residents have reported having to walk in the
road around the roundabout at the first turning off Platinum Way (near residential properties and the sales
office), as there is no pathway.
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3) General Footpath Closures: What measures are being taken to reduce the need for pedestrians to walk

along roads due to the number of closed or blocked footpaths in the development area?

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would email County Clir Richard Palmer with the Parish Council’s

correspondence and responses from KCC regarding the footpath closures.

In addition to this, KCC Highways will be formally requested to implement a speed reduction on Wises
Lane from the national speed limit to 30mph whilst all the footpath closures are in place, citing
pedestrian safety concerns.

To review and approve the updated Terms of Reference for the Wises Lane Monitoring Group.

It was RESOLVED to approve the updated Terms of Reference for the WLMG.

Nature Reserve:
To review the Nature Reserve Working Group report and consider options regarding the lease renewal.
Clir Bolas gave an update on the recent Nature Reserve Working Group Meeting, for which a report was also
shared before the meeting and is available to view at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.

The Council reviewed the Working Groups' report and considered options regarding the renewal of the lease.
Discussion covered financial implications, management challenges, and the impact of new development.
Key points raised:
1) The Section 106 fund is assigned to KCC as landowner, not the Parish Council, so access to this would need to
be clarified.
2) New housing is still in development, so any increase in precept (council tax) income will take time.
3) Maintenance and remedial works would require significant financial and volunteer resources.

4) The main objective remains to ensure the site continues to be managed as a Nature Reserve. However,

concerns were raised about whether the Parish Council is the most suitable long-term body to fulfil this role,
given the ongoing financial commitment and the increasing community use and resulting wear and tear on
the site.

5) Consideration of the Local Nature Reserve designation with Kent Wildlife Trust was suggested.

6) Anindependent report might help provide an unbiased view of the options.

7) Parishioners need to be able to voice their opinions on the viability of renewing the lease.

It was concluded that public consultation would be essential to provide all parishioners with the opportunity to
give an informed opinion on the options for a future lease and management.

It was RESOLVED that a draft community consultation survey would be produced by the Nature Reserve
Working Group, which would include Cllr Small, in readiness for consideration by the council at its September
meeting. Additionally, it was agreed that the face-to-face meeting with KCC would need to be arranged at a
later stage, once this matter had been progressed further.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate options for survey delivery, i.e. Royal Mail drop.

Cllr Motion - To consider pursuing the Nature Reserve for listing as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS), with support
from Kent Wildlife Trust. Agreement is sought to progress this opportunity, including liaising with Kent County
Council as landowners and as chair of the Kent Nature Partnership Management Working Group.

It was RESOLVED to progress the opportunity to seek LWS designation for the Nature Reserve, including liaison
with Kent County Council, as outlined.

Clir Motion — Permission is sought for a volunteer group to carry out management work in the nature reserve
under the requirements of the management plan.

Clir Smith advised that the Management of Milton County Park is keen to support this initiative.

It was noted that volunteers must hold appropriate equipment handling certificates. The Clerk advised that a
comprehensive risk assessment would be required and highlighted potential insurance implications.
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It was RESOLVED that Clir Smith would share the initiative plan with the Clerk, including the equipment and
number of volunteers that would be needed. The Clerk will then contact the council's insurance provider to
seek guidance on the requirements and relay the information to Clir Smith.

To receive an update on the Nature Reserve byelaw signs.
Further to the July minutes (item 71biii), Clir Butlin reported that attempts to contact the RNIB had so far been
unsuccessful. Clir Small will provide the Clerk with a known contact at the RNIB to help progress this matter.

ClIr Baldock left the meeting at 21:18

The Playstool Toilet Committee:
To receive an update on the Playstool toilet and to note the Toilet Committee’s approved minutes for July 2025
and draft minutes for August 2025, which can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
The minutes from the Committee’s recent meeting were noted.

Further to May 2025 minutes (item 24g), the council is asked to approve the extension of the Toilet Committee
until after the completion of the path between the main entrance and the service room door.

It was RESOLVED that the Toilet Committee would remain in place until after the successful installation of the
new pathway between the main toilet door and service room entrance.

HIGHWAYS

To review the response from KCC Streetworks regarding diversion routes, and consider any further actions
required.

It was RESOLVED that a further response be sent to KCC Streetworks, noting that while the diversion route
through Oad Streed is categorised as a C road, not all relevant information appears to have been considered.
Clir Bolas is to draft the letter to be sent by the Clerk, which will include the relevant Health and Safety
awareness.

To review the response from KCC regarding the Public Right of Way (PROW) closures, and consider any further
actions to be taken.

It was RESOLVED that, in light of the response received from KCC, the Parish Council wishes to respond
expressing its opinion that insufficient consideration has been given to public safety on the roads, given to
diversion routes. These roads have the national speed limit but without any footpaths, presenting a safety risk to
the public.

To consider a response to Graham's regarding junction 5 feedback and the use of Oad Street, Chestnut Street
and Danaway as Class C roads for diversions.
Item noted, no action required by the Parish Council.

Maidstone Road and Danaway 40mph scheme update.

To note the title of this item should read Maidstone Road/Danaway and Oad Street 40mph scheme update.
The Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for the Maidstone Road and Oad Street 40mph scheme will be open for
consultation from Friday, 22" August 25, and can be viewed online at www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysconsultations
until 15" September 25. As with the 20mph scheme, it is intended to post the full TRO information on the parish
council website, with an abbreviated version for our Facebook page to be approved by the council:

It was RESOLVED to approve the TRO post for the website and an abbreviated version to be posted on Facebook.

CORRESPONDENCE

To review correspondence received and agree on actions to be taken.

The correspondence was reviewed:

Item 1 — Support expressed for the 20mph speed limit. Clerk has responded, and no further action is required.
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Item 2 — Public Right of Way ZR127 reported as overgrown. The clerk responded and submitted an online report
to KCC. No further action required.

Item 3 — Concern raised regarding traffic calming measures on Oad Street to improve safety for horse riders and
a suggestion of permissive routes.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will send a further response, noting that the council has considered the
suggestion of permissive routes, but is unable to assist with this matter.

National Highways & Transport Network - Public Satisfaction Surveys — To consider completion by the Parish
Council.
It was RESOLVED that Clir Bolas would complete the survey on the Parish Council’s behalf.

Local Government Reorganisation Survey: To consider completion by the Parish Council.

The draft survey responses were reviewed with the following numbered points amended:

Q8. Add community buildings

Q18. Regarding the number of unitary councils, there is not enough information to respond

Q24. Leave blank

Q28. Provide training in risk management

Q31. Stay with the 13 area committees

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would complete the survey, incorporating the above agreed amendments.

REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).
Kent Association of Local Councils — reports circulated as received.
Borden Sports Association — ClIr Sims. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

Borden Parish Hall — Cllr Hepburn. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clir Hepburn advised that the Parish Hall internal door locks had been changed.

Borden Heritage Group — ClIr Harrison. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
The Clerk was asked to add the Christmas lights to the next agenda.
Clir Bolas not here next month, Vice Chair, Cllr Butlin will Chair the meeting.
Cllr Jemmett gave his apologies for the next meeting.

Meeting ended at 21:50

Minutes approved and signed by the Chair:

....................................................................... Date: et e e
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