
MINUTES OF MEETING ON 11TH DECEMBER 2025 
 

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Sims 
In attendance: Cllr Bolas, Cllr Butlin and Cllr Palmer 
 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary & Non-Pecuniary Interests 

There were none. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes: To approve the minutes of the last meeting (Appx 1). 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2025 were approved and signed by 
the Committee Chair. 

 
4. Review actions from the previous minutes: 
a) To review the new reserves policy for recommendation to the Full Council at their next 

meeting. 
It was agreed that the new Reserves Policy would be recommended for adoption by the 
Full Council at their next meeting. 
 

b) As recommended in the November minutes (item 6b), the Parish Council agreed to 
obtain quotations for the appointment of an Internal Auditor for the 2025/2026 
accounts. 
The quotations received were reviewed, and it was agreed that option 3 was considered 
the most appropriate to recommend to the Full Council at their next meeting. This 
option was identified as demonstrating good compliance with AGAR requirements and 
with the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) Practitioners Guide, 
reflecting current guidelines and accounting standards. There is also an added benefit of 
securing a three-year term with guaranteed no increase in charges over that period. 

 
5. Budget: 
a. Review the draft 2026/27 budget: 

In line with the Full Council's resolution (November item 125fi), to agree on the draft 

budget as presented, noting that it is provisional and not the final version. Further 

information relating to the Nature Reserve and tax base is required before presenting a 

final version for approval.’ 

The Committee reviewed the draft budget and made adjustments based on updated 
information.  The following changes to information were incorporated: 

• The meeting with KCC regarding the Nature Reserve lease has taken place, providing 
greater clarity on financial requirements. 

• The cost for the new phone contract as agreed at the November Full Council meeting. 

• The estimated costs associated with the new electricity contract for the electric feeder 
pillar at the Centenary Gardens. 

• The addition of a subscription to Parish Online mapping. 
 

It was agreed to share the updated draft budget, with the Committee’s recommendations for 
approval, with the Full Council at its December 2025 meeting. 

 
 



Precept Increase: 
The tax base notification has been received from SBC, confirming the new tax base of 1162.85 
(previous year 1143.38).  

• The total draft precept requirement for 2026/27 is £95,334, an increase of £12,817 on 
the previous year's precept of £82,527, representing a 15.52% overall increase on the 
previous year. 
 

• Using the updated tax base of 1162.85,  the Band D equivalent charge shows an 
increase of 13.58% on the previous year (figures rounded).   

o Weekly cost: £1.58 (increase £0.19p) 
o Monthly cost: £6.83: (increase of £0.82p) 
o Annual cost:  £81.98 (increase of £9.80) 

 
 

7. Next meeting date and time to be agreed. 
The next meeting will be agreed, dependent on the outcome of the next Full Council 
meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 12:00 
 
 
 
 
The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Committee Chair:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………… Date: …………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


