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1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Parish Cllrs. Tuck, Paige and Downs and Borough Cllrs. Randall and Hampshire.
2.  
Public Time – No Parishioners present. 


County Cllr. Baldock is trying to ascertain what the Parish Council thinks about the idea of 20 mph speed limits in residential areas and outside the school.  If a 20 mph speed limit is already in place it is easier for the Parish Council to introduce street furniture to enforce it.  

County Cllr. Baldock is still waiting for the result of the speed survey in Wrens Road; he hopes to be able to report back to the next meeting and will send the Clerk a copy of the report. 

A public consultation will take place in Danaway, relating to yellow lines outside Oak Close and Westfield Gardens; Swale Borough Council have said that if it’s a favourable response they will support them going in.
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Hepburn and seconded by Cllr. Bolas; 7 in favour, 3 abstentions, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 19th September, 2013, be signed as a true transcript.
The Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on the 24th September were agreed and signed as a true transcript.

4.
Declarations of interest – Cllr. Masters declared an interest in Item 5.2 and 7.2.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Wrens Road Traffic Calming – Still awaiting KCC’s report on the traffic survey; County Cllr. Baldock to chase.






Action:  County Cllr. Baldock






                          
2. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – Inspections now being done on a weekly basis.  Clerk to check with Insurers as to criteria for a ‘competent’ person to undertake repairs.  Clerk still awaiting quote from the Arboriculturalist for an inspection of the Nature Reserve.  Cllr. Bolas to speak to Clive Belsom regarding three trees on The Playstool that need attention.









        Action:  Cllr. Bolas/Clerk
3. Crash Barrier Adjacent to the Preschool – No details received as yet from KCC on the Road Restrain Risk Assessment Process (RRRAP) they agreed to carry out to determine the requirement for a crash barrier in this location.   County Cllr. Baldock to chase.

Action:  County Cllr. Baldock
4. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Still no updates from Kent Police; Members queried the need to set aside a sum in the budget for speed enforcement.


   Action:  Finance Committee
5. Swale Borough Local Plan Part 1:  Revised Consultation Draft July 2013.   The following agreed additional response was sent to Swale Borough Council:
 The Parish Council objects to two areas identified for housing that will have a negative impact on Borden Parish:

 

1. Manor Farm is sited on a well-used rural footpath that serves as an important recreational and functional link between Chestnut Street and the village centre. A housing estate here would severely impact on the hamlet nature of Chestnut Street, linking the buildings along the A2 with what is a picturesque rural hamlet with a well-protected Conservation Area. It would also be of considerable traffic concern as the only access and exit would be sited on the corner of a very busy interchange - namely the Key Street Roundabout. Inevitably traffic heading towards Maidstone or the M2 / M20 motorways will use the old A249 through Chestnut street and Danaway - areas which already have severe issues with traffic speeds and density. Traffic heading for Sittingbourne would increase traffic on the already beyond capacity Key street Roundabout, and traffic exiting Chestnut Street onto this roundabout has an existing accident record. It would also be a dangerous area for traffic exiting the new estate onto the old A249 and increase congestion at this recognised gridlock junction.

2. Cryalls Lane, although just outside the current Parish boundary is also of major concern. This area is near a large secondary school, and the fact that the bottom of Cryalls Lane near the A2 is bollarded off means traffic exiting from any new estate would have to go via one of 2 routes: either into the busy Adelaide Road, against the flow of school traffic and children wandering along the roads, causing serious congestion to this vital throughway, or along Cryalls Lane and through the village of Borden to access the A249. Cryalls Lane is a very poor quality road which is not adequate for increased traffic numbers. It is a single file road with minimal passing points, and dangerously crumbling edges. The height of the road above the neighbouring fields is significant, and more traffic along this road will inevitably increase the likelihood of serious incidents. 

 

Therefore, we would suggest that both areas are removed from the plans and designated as unsuitable for housing. 

6. Consultation on Swale Borough Council’s Draft Local First Policy – Cllr. Baldock agreed to draft a response instead of Cllr. Paige.




              Action:  Cllr. Baldock
7. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk has now lodged a complaint with the Insurers who responded on the 16th October promising to contact her again shortly.  

Action:  Clerk
6.
Correspondence
1. Key Street Yellow Lines Consultation – Swale Borough Council – The response sent to the Borough Council was as follows:  
Borden PC does not support the current proposal.  We feel that the current parking use does not represent a significant and sustained safety problem and are unaware of any incidents which have resulted from vehicles parking within the area described. Although we do appreciate that residents may sometimes have problems seeing beyond carelessly parked vehicles, we feel that a greater risk may be created by vehicles parked on the opposite side of the road should double yellow lines be used where proposed, since this would restrict the sightline of traffic passing the recreation ground from the Key Street direction.

2. Swale Borough Council Draft Economic Development Strategy 2013-2016 – Cllr. Paige drafting a response.


   





     Action:  Cllr. Paige
3. Openness and Transparency on personal interests:  A guide for Councillors – Document circulated to all Members and noted.  Clerk reminded that either she or the Monitoring Officer needs to be advised of any changes to their Declaration of Interests form.

          Action:  All Councillors
4. Shaping the future of Children’s Centres in Kent – the following response to Borden Parish Council’s comments on this consultation, was received from KCC:

“We appreciate the issues which you have raised within your response. Kent County Council is committed to ensuring that services which are currently delivered to those children and families who need them will be continued. We are not proposing to end services through the closure of a Children’s Centre; rather we are proposing closing certain Centres to reduce spending levels on buildings, management and administrative costs, and enabling us to focus the remaining resources on the activities which you quite rightly identify as essential services for local communities. These services will continue to be delivered within communities, although the venue may change.”
5. Annual Return 2012/13 – Annual Return 2012/13 – Clerk advised that the Annual Return for the year ended 2012/13 has been signed off by the External Auditor and she has posted the necessary notice advising of the completion.
7.
Finance 
1. Quote for removal of vegetation obscuring Parish light adjacent to Danaway Farm – Clerk advised that KCC are still looking into ownership of the verge.


             Action:  Clerk
2. ROSPA Inspection and Repairs to The Playstool –Agreed Cllr. Masters to carry out repairs; which includes replacing planks on a seat and bench.  Clerk mentioned the conifer hedging near to The Street entrance, the resident of the adjoining property had informed her that it is overhanging her garden and causing loss of light.  Clerk to place this on the November Agenda.
    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
3. Quote to repair Portaloo Door, The Playstool – Agreed to accept the Quotation of £70 plus V.A.T. from Four Jays to carry out the necessary repairs.
4. Daffodil Bulbs – Proposed by Cllr. Masters, seconded by Cllr. Lainton, agreed to purchase 3 x 25kg nets of Daffodil Bulbs, including V.A.T. and carriage at a cost of £103.20p.  Sites put forward for planting included Chestnut Street and the Centenary Garden.
5. Budget 2014/15 – Projects and requests for Donations from Village organisations – The following suggestions were put forward:
Cllr. Lainton – Financial support for Friends of Borden Nature Reserve

Cllr. Hepburn – Hall floor refurbishment; fencing in the car park and block paving is moving.

Cllr. Evans – Creation of a Community Event Fund

Cllr. Baldock – Borden Memory Book – things that happened during WWI.
Cllr. Harrison – Interpretive Board

Cllr. Millican – Interpretive Board for the Nature Reserve, showing Flora and Fauna.
Cllr. Bolas – Assisting the school – books, etc.  A fund of £500 (sum suggested by Cllr. Baldock) to help enterprises that are needed but not quite financially viable.
6. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Hepburn and seconded by Cllr. Bolas; 3 abstentions; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st September, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	17.10.13
	102209
	PFL Electrical Limited
	Lighting Maintenance – September
	£106.08p

	17.10.13
	102210
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele/Broadband, Office use and mileage
	£70.18p

	17.10.13
	102211
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  October 2013
	£89.40p

	17.10.13
	102212
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – September, 2013; rubbing down/ staining five benches in Memorial Gardens
	£1086.20p

	17.10.13
	102213
	Four Jays Ltd.
	Weekly Toilet Service, The Playstool; September 2013
	£86.40p

	17.10.13
	102214
	McCabe Ford Williams
	Preparation of payroll quarter ended 30 September 2013
	£39.00p

	17.10.13
	102215
	EDF Energy Customers Plc
	Meter – Memorial Garden 
	£30.00p

	17.10.13
	102216
	J. Evans
	Refreshments Borden Assmebly
	£36.07p

	17.10.13
	102217
	Kent Association of Local Councils
	Chairmanship Conference 2nd October 2013 – Cllr. Bolas Attending
	£72.00p

	17.10.13
	102218
	John England
	Expenses associated with the inspection of The Playstool, 28/9 and 12/10 2013
	£20.00p

	17.10.13
	102219
	B&K Masters & Son
	Tools for undertaking repairs to playground, The Playstool
	£18.00p

	Eleven cheques in total


Post-dated cheque raised in order that the Clerk can ensure the payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payment was made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages September, 2013 - £357.80p.
The following payments were credited to the Current Account:  Precept - £21125.50p; SBC Support Grant 2013/14- £1374.50p; Lighting Grant 2013/14 - £2685.00p – Total credited - £25185.00p.
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Nothing to report.
2. KALC – Cllr. Baldock mentioned a new ruling barring a Councillor from sitting on more than two different Councils.  Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Bolas, 3 abstentions; agreed Clerk to write to Clive Powell expressing opposition to the Kent Executive Committee’s motion banning membership to more than two Councils. 




Action:  Clerk
3. Local Engagement Forum – next meeting takes place on the 17th December.  
4. Borden Sports Association – There should be a meeting soon.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Cllr. Hepburn is looking at the post box issue.
6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas had a meeting with the Headteacher to discuss several issues of concern and the role of the Governors.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that the group had a magnificent display at the Borden Assembly; most of the setting up was done by Elaine Tuck.  They are still having on-going problems with the website but there has been a little progress with this.  
8. Friends of Borden Nature Reserve – Had a very successful litter pick on the 28th September, supported by 20 volunteers including Cllr. Lainton.  They picked up all sorts of strange items that had been deposited in the Reserve.  The Borough Council provided sacks, gloves and litter pickers and they also collected the empty sacks at the end of the event.  The Nature Reserve also had a table at the Borden Assembly.
9. Memorial – Cllr. Lainton reported that the boards are now ready and at the stage where the layout of the names takes place.
10. Swale Rural Forum – Nothing to report.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. The Borden Assembly had raised the issue of senior citizens in Borden needing assistance with minor repairs, etc., Clerk advised that Swale Borough Council’s ‘Staying Put’ scheme has a ‘Handy Home Repairs Service’ which can assist.
10.
Planning Applications

1. SW/13/1184 – Conversion of front hips to gables and construction of flat roof dormer to side and flat top pitched roof rear extension and front porch – 59 Wises Lane, Borden, ME10 1YN - Members raised no objection to this application.
2. SW/13/1192 – Variation of condition 1 of SW/11/1400 to allow stationing of two mobile homes: Oakdene, Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 7QB.Erection of one metre high chain link fence – 19 Maylam Gardens, Borden, ME10 1GA – Members agreed to object to this application on the following grounds:
· The submitted plan as presented misrepresents what is actually on site.
· A driveway has been installed and a caravan is in situ; this is a retrospective application.

· Trees have been removed which might be covered by a Tree Preservation Order

· The Parish Council would question why this new caravan is not sited nearer to the existing residential unit.
3. SW/13/0905 – Erect a greenhouse – Borden Hall, Wises Lane, Borden, ME9 8LP – Planning Permission granted.

4. SW/13/0974 – Proposed cedar wood octagonal greenhouse – 1 Wrens Court, Sutton Baron Road, Borden, ME9 8LN – Permission to develop land granted.

5. SW/13/0996 – Single Storey rear extension, single storey side extension, conversion of roof with dormer windows to side elevation and conversion of garage to habitable room (proposed) – 152 Borden Lane, Borden, ME9 8HR – Certificate of Lawfulness of Proposed use or Development Refused.

11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Cllr. Baldock advised that the next meeting of the Swale West Parishes Group will take place in December.







 Action: Cllrs. Bolas/Harrison
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21st November, 2013, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.
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