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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Stay Connected

Oracebook: https://www.facebook.com/BordenParishCouncil
@ Website: www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 18™ SEPTEMBER 2025

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: ClIr Bolas, Cllr Jemmett, Clir Smith and Clir Tumber.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies above.
In attendance: Cllr Butlin, Clir Baldock, Clir Harrison, Clir Hepburn, Cllr Palmer, Clir Sims, Clir Small, Cllr Wallace.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Parish Hall — Cllr Hepburn
Pavillion — ClIr Sims

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair thanked Clir Sims for taking the time one evening to check that the Christmas tree lights were ready
for them to be switched on for Christmas.

TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE: The minutes of the last Parish Council meeting (APPX A).
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting dated 21 August 2025, which were duly signed by the
Chair.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION — The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 10
minutes unless directed by the Chair. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. A question
shall not require a response at the meeting, nor start a debate on the question. The chair may direct that a written
or oral response be given.

Police/PCSO: The new Borden beat Officer is PC Marie Roostan, who was unable to attend but shared a newsletter
before this meeting, which is available to view on the Parish Council Facebook page and Website (under News &
Communications).

Parishioners: There were none in attendance.

County/Borough Councillors (it would be appreciated if any reports from Borough or County Councillors could be
submitted at least 5 days in advance of the meeting).

Kent County Councillor Richard Palmer gave a brief update on the footpath closures and confirmed he has spoken
to KCC to request they arrange a meeting with the Parish Council. Traffic issues caused by traffic lights being
positioned incorrectly were noted. Whilst this has now been rectified, further concerns are still being raised with
KCC, as ongoing traffic measures are still disrupting commuters. The KCC budget consultation is open

and has already had a good response. The consultation can be completed at:
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/budget-consultation-2026-27 until 29" September 2025.

Borough Councillor Mike Baldock provided an update on the local government review and the options being
considered for local Unitary Councils. In response to a question regarding the closure of local public toilets, it was
thought that not both Sittingbourne toilets would be closed, but this has not been confirmed, and it is expected
to be discussed at the November budget meeting.

Borough Councillor Ann Cavanagh was unable to attend but sent her apologies and shared a written report.
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FINANCE

To approve the bank reconciliation as of 315 August 2025 (APPX B).

It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as of 31t August 2025, which was duly signed by the Chair
and RFO.

To appoint a member other than the Chair to independently verify the bank reconciliation as of 31°* August
2025, required under Financial Regulation 2.6.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Palmer be appointed to carry out the verification. Clir Palmer reviewed the
reconciliation and signed it as evidence.

To review and approve the budget vs actual report as of 31 August 2025.

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report.

To approve the BACS list of accounts for payment in September 2025 (a schedule of direct debit payments has
been approved by annual authorisation by the Parish Council, without the need for individual resolutions each
time).

It was RESOLVED to approve the BACS list of payments to be made in September. The invoices were checked,
and the payment list was signed by two authorised signatories.

BACS PAYMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net Power s137
Staff Payroll Payroll £1,458.29 | n/a £1,458.29 [ LGA1972,5.112

Staff Expenses Home working & Expenses f 29.05|n/a £ 29.05 [ LGA1972,5.112

Fryer Cleaning & Maint |Centenary Gdns  |Maintenance £ 604.80 | £ 100.80 | £ 504.00 | Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10

J England Health & Safety  |Playstool inspections £ 75.00|n/a £ 75.00 | Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10;

Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet cleaning (payment added late) £ 450.66 | n/a £ 450.66 | Public Health Act 1936, ss 221-223, 227
Playdale Open Spaces Playstool repairs (20f 2) £ 78430|£130.72 | £ 653.58 | LGA1972,5 111

Hydro Descaling Other Expenditure |General Contingency (Parish Hall drains) | £ 158.40 [ £ 26.40 | £ 132.00 | Local Government Act 1972, 5.137 5137
|Tota| BACS payments £ 3,560.50 | £ 257.92 | £3,302.58

To note the Clerk’s delegated decision to remove the vandalised byelaws board and posts at the Mountview end
of the Woodland, for safety reasons, for £300.00.

PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Application: 24/502787/SUB - Rugby Club Land at Wises Lane. To receive an update on this

application, to which the Parish Council objected in August 2024, and requested it be called into Committee in

October 2024.

An update has been received from the planning consultant to advise that the application cannot be called into

Committee, as the scheme of delegation does not allow applications relating to the submission of technical

details to be called in. However, they have been liaising with the applicant to try to address the Council's

concerns regarding the proposed lighting and supplied the most recent comments from the applicant on the

matter:

» The applicant has confirmed that light spillage will be kept to a minimum, with external lighting used to
access legally required escape routes for worker safety.

» Compounds and working areas will be situated on the far side, away from the Nature Reserve, to ensure that
any impact is mitigated as much as possible.

> The applicant is happy to include the wording ‘any work relating to the pitches due to the proximity to the
nature reserve will be between 7:30 and Dusk, works undertaken on the construction of the building will use
the inside lights where possible or appropriately sourced lighting during the construction phase’.

> In summary, the applicant is content that all outside works, other than needed for access to the site as
above, will be completed by dusk.
It was RESOLVED to request that the email be added for reference to the planning portal.
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b. Appeal Ref: APP/V2255/W/25/3360089 — Vigo Solar Farm. To note that the appeal was allowed on
1 September 2025 and planning permission granted for the solar farm and associated works at Vigo Lane/Wrens
Road (Ref: 23/502210/FULL), subject to conditions which can be viewed at:
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewDocument.aspx?fileid=63669912

99. PLANNING APPLICATIONS (Unless otherwise stated, the following applications are a discharge of conditions and
not formal consultations for the Parish Council).

1) Application: 25/503569/SUB Grid: 587022/162194 Address: Oad Street Craft Centre Oad Street Borden Kent
ME9 8LB Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 3 - Landscape management plan, Subject to
24/505280/FULL.

It was RESOLVED not to comment on this application as it relates to approvals pursuant to existing planning
conditions.

2) Application: 25/503691/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land At Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD
Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to conditions 67 - Archaeological Safeguarding Measures and 68 - Post-
Excavation Assessment, Subject to APP/V2255/W/19/3233606 (17/505711/HYBRID).

It was RESOLVED not to comment on this application as it relates to approvals pursuant to existing planning
conditions.

3) Application: 25/503692/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land At Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD
Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 66 - Archaeological Evaluation, Subject to
APP/V2255/W/19/3233606 (17/505711/HYBRID).

It was RESOLVED not to comment on this application as it relates to approvals pursuant to existing planning
conditions.

4) Application: 25/503769/LAWPRO Grid: 586120/162139 Address: Bowl Reed Oad Street Borden Kent ME9 8JX
Proposal: Lawful Development Certificate(LDC) for proposed new outbuilding to be used as a stable building.
It was RESOLVED not to comment on this application, as an LDC is determined on technical and legal grounds.

100. BUSINESS ITEMS

a. Clerk’s report: To review and consider any necessary actions.
The Clerk’s report was reviewed. It was noted that developer signs on street furniture remain in place, with a
new developer sign reported at Chestnut Street, which is obstructing a highway sign. A photograph will be taken
and sent to the Clerk to request removal by KCC. This will be followed up on at the next Council meeting.
In addition, a concern was raised about diversion routes, where outdated signs remain in place alongside new
ones, causing confusion.
It was RESOLVED to contact KCC as a matter of urgency to visit Borden and review the diversion signage, as
confusing and conflicting information is being given from both old and new signs.

b. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: To seek Councillor volunteers to join this working group (item 85c).
It was RESOLVED that ClIr Wallace will join the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.

c. Christmas lights: To discuss and agree on this year's requirements.
From a recent visual check completed by Clir Sims and ClIr Butlin, it was observed that several lights will need to
be replaced.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact the normal Electrician (RW Electrical) to arrange for the lights to
have their annual safety check and to replace bulbs where required. Clir Sims will be advised of the date so that
he can also be present.
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Waste Bins: To receive an update on the replacement bins for the Pavilion carpark.
The Clerk reported that a follow-up has been made with Swale Borough Council regarding the replacement bins.
A further chase will be made if no response is received before the next meeting.

For items 100e and 100f, the Clerk granted dispensation for Cllr Hepburn to speak but not vote, in line with
Standing Orders (13e), due to his knowledge of the Parish Hall Charity.

Borden Parish Hall: To discuss and confirm the different responsibilities of the Parish Council (as Custodian
Trustee) and the Parish Hall Trustees (as Managing Trustees).

Further to the August minutes (item 85d), the Clerk’s report, which was circulated before the meeting, was
reviewed, along with the relevant documentation. It was noted that the responsibilities of both the Parish
Council as Custodian Trustee and the Parish Hall Charity Trustees are straightforward, with the Charity Trustees
managing the Parish Hall for the benefit of the parish. Appreciation was expressed for the work undertaken by
Clir Hepburn in support of the Parish Hall.

The following recommendations from the report were considered by the Council:

1) Agreethatthe Parish Council'sroleis limited to that of Custodian Trustee, with no responsibility for insurance,
maintenance, or covenant-related costs relating to the Parish Hall orits associated land, including the car park.
It was RESOLVED to agree with point 1 — That the Parish Council’s role is solely that of Custodian Trustee, with
no responsibility for any costs relating to the Parish Hall property, which includes the car park. The Parish Hall
Trustees will review their current insurance arrangements to ensure sufficient coverage is in place for the entire
property.

2) Fromthisreport, agree onthe roles and responsibilities of both the Parish Council as Custodian Trustee and the
Charity Trustees.
It was RESOLVED to agree with point 2 — That the respective roles and responsibilities of the Parish Council as
Custodian Trustee and the Charity Trustees were agreed as set out in the report.

3) Invitethe Charity Trustees, if financial assistance is required, to submitaformal grant application, to be
considered in accordance with the Council’s established grant policy.
It was RESOLVED to agree with point 3 - Charity Trustees may submit a formal grant application for which
would be considered under the Council’s grant policy.

4) Ifany doubt about ownership remains, agree to seek independent legal advice to review the legal documents
and confirm the Council’s position regarding ownership and liability.
This recommendation was considered unnecessary, but it was noted that independent legal advice may be
sought in the future if required.

5) Ensurethis positionis recorded in official meeting minutes, and that a copy of this report is retained as part of the
Council’s formal records for future reference.
This was agreed as a normal process.

Parish Hall drain payment: Agreement is sought to request repayment from the Parish Hall Committee for the
recent drain inspection (previous item 85d).

It was RESOLVED that the funds would be requested for reimbursement by the Parish Hall Committee. The Clerk
will send the paid invoice and proof of bank payment to the Charity Trustees.

The Borden Broadside: To discuss and confirm when the next publication will be issued.
Councillors are to send Broadside articles to ClIr Baldock by 10™" October 2025, and he will prepare for review at
the October meeting, before arranging for printing and the normal volunteer distribution.

Newsletter: To consider creating a regular online Parish Council newsletter, to keep residents informed.

An example Borden newsletter was shared with Councillors and reviewed.

It was RESOLVED not to start a separate newsletter, but it was agreed to include a QR code on Broadside to the
Parish Council's website, and to provide more regular content and updates.
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101. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES
a. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on updates.
i. To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.
The report shared before the meeting was discussed. Available to view at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

It was RESOLVED to send the following questions to BDW via the WLMG:

1) The approach to Platinum Way from the village remains a concern, as it is misleading, especially in the dark.
Drivers must turn left, as straight ahead is only a footpath and grass. Could a reflective left-turn sign be
installed to make drivers aware of the bend?

2) Contactors who should park in the compound are parking on the corner of Cryalls Lane and also blocking the
Nature Reserve gate.

3) Contractors and Coinford vehicles are still parking in the visitor bays along Platinum Way, which needs to be
addressed.

It was RESOLVED to write to Swale Borough Council Planning Enforcement Officer regarding the lack of action
regarding mud on the road causing potential hazards for motorists, and dust suppression, with potential health
concerns, specifically at Wises Lane, Cryalls Lane and Borden Lane.

b. Nature Reserve:
i. Lease renewal survey: To review the report from the Nature Reserve working group, and consider approval of

the proposed public survey and associated costs (the report can be viewed on the website):
The report was reviewed, including the proposed survey and associated costs. Discussion covered the survey
details, data collection, GDPR considerations, and an explanation of how the estimated costs to residents over
the period of the lease were calculated. The Nature Reserve as a community asset benefiting residents beyond
the parish was also noted, along with concerns around costs and the implications if the lease was not renewed,
especially with the new unitary councils of the future.
It was proposed that the renewal of the lease be pursued.
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would pursue the lease renewal discussions.
The recommendations from the report were then considered:

1. Approval is sought for the survey outlined in the report, including printing and delivery to all residents in the
Parish.

It was RESOLVED not to proceed with the survey.
2. Agreement is requested for the associated survey costs, outlined in the report.
It was RESOLVED that this is no longer relevant — see point 1
3. Councillors are invited to share constructive views on whether the Parish Council should pursue renewal of
the Lease.
Discussion noted above.

Clir Baldock left the meeting at 21:16

ii. Byelaw signs: To receive an update on contact with the RNIB, and the proposed site visit to view the signage.
To note that this item should read to contact the Royal British Legion Industries (RBLI), not RNIB, this would be
the same for the August minutes (item 86biv).

A new contact email address has been shared with the Clerk, who will be contacting the RBLI again and will
report back at the October meeting.

iii. Nature Reserve security bollards: To receive an update on the Parish Council's request to KCC regarding supply
and installation.
KCC have confirmed that they will be supplying and installing the bollards at the Nature Reserve Cryalls Gate
entrance.
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The Playstool Toilet Committee - Pathway installation: To approve the Committee’s use of delegated powers to
finalise the design, agree quotes, and arrange the installation of a pathway from the main entrance to the
service room door (as referenced in the Committee’s August draft minutes).

It was RESOLVED to approve the Toilet Committee to use its delegated powers and spending authority to pursue
the installation of a pathway between the toilet main entrance and service room door, reporting back progress at
the Full Council meetings.

ClIr Baldock returned to the meeting at 21:18

102. HIGHWAYS

a.

To review the report on correspondence sent and responses received following the August meeting, and to
consider any further action or responses required for the following matters:
i. Wises Lane — Request for a temporary speed limit reduction.
No further action required at this time.
ii. Public Right of Way (PROW) closures.
No further action required at this time.

iii. Diversion routes — To approve the draft response to KCC Streetworks, as outlined in the report.

It was RESOLVED to agree the letter drafted by ClIr Bolas to be sent to KCC Streetworks.

In addition, following intervention by County Councillor Palmer, KCC has asked for a meeting with the Parish Council
to discuss the recent issues raised. The meeting would include the PROW Officer, Streetworks, for a site visit and
possibly developers, to discuss works, alternative routes and any feasible mitigation. The suggested meeting date is
not suitable for the Parish Council, so an alternative will need to be arranged.

It was RESOLVED that Clir Bolas, Clir Baldock and Clir Palmer would represent the Parish Council at the meeting, and
the Clerk will liaise with KCC and the Councillors to arrange another suitable date for the meeting.

103. CORRESPONDENCE

a.

To consider and agree on any nominations for the Swale Borough Council local Heritage List.

it was agreed that Councillors would share their suggestions with the Clerk, to cascade for consideration at the
October 16" Meeting, as submissions are due by 17" October 25.

To consider motions for the KALC AGM.

There were no motions to submit for the KALC AGM

104. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).

® oo o

Kent Association of Local Councils: Reports are circulated as received.
Reports for items b to e can be found on the Parish Council website:
Borden Sports Association — ClIr Sims.

Borden Parish Hall — Clir Hepburn.

Borden Heritage Group — CllIr Harrison.

Western Area Committee — CllIr Butlin.

105. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Clir Harrison gave apologies for the next meeting
A request to add Remembrance Day to the next agenda

The meeting ended at 21:29
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