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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 15™ MAY 2025

The meeting started at 20:00

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: ClIr Smith
In attendance: Clir Bolas, ClIr Butlin, Cllr Baldock, Cllr Harrison, Clir Hepburn, Clir Jemmett, Cllir Palmer, Clir Sims,
Cllr Small, Cllr Steadman, Cllr Tumber

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Parish Hall — Clir Hepburn and ClIr Bolas

Pavilion — ClIr Sims

Borden Football Club — Clir Tumber

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair thanked the council for re-electing him to the office of Chair.

TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17™ April 2025 (APPX A).
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting for 17" April 2025, which were signed by the Chair.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION - The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 10
minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3
minutes. A question shall not require a response at the meeting, nor start a debate on the question. The chairman
of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given.

Police/PCSO — PC Phil Clemens was not in attendance.

Parishioners — There were none in attendance

County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).

Borough CliIr Baldock submitted a report before the meeting.

Borough Clir Cavanagh submitted an annual report before the meeting.

County Councillor Richard Palmer was asked about the drain on the corner of the A2 and Wises Lane, as the drain
cover is lying on top of the curb.

FINANCE

To approve the bank reconciliation as of 30th April 2025.

It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as of 30 April 2025, which was signed by the Chair and
RFO.

To appoint a member (excluding the Chair) to independently verify the 31st March 2025 bank reconciliation and
sign both the reconciliation and original bank statements, in accordance with Financial Regulation 2.6.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Butlin would review the bank reconciliation as of 31 March 2025. ClIr Butlin reviewed
the paperwork and signed accordingly.

To review and approve the budget vs actual report as of 30" April 2025.

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as of 30" April 2025.

To approve the following BACS list of accounts for payment in May 2025:

It was RESOLVED to approve the BACS list of accounts for payment in May 2025. This would include a late
invoice received for Lushland for the annual tree survey for £650.00, payment is required to enable the report
to be released. It was noted that the invoice for DJS Audio is still outstanding, and an email of confirmation is
awaited from Bethan Foot. Both these refer to the VE Day 80 event. Both these payments have been approved
but will only be authorised at the bank once the relevant paperwork has been received.

It was also noted that the 02 payment was noted on the list as £14.35 but is £15.42.

| Page Initial



BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Staff Payroll Staff salary £ 975.43 | n/a £ 975.43
HMRC Payroll PAYE £ 386.01 | n/a £ 386.01
Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses £ 30.55 | n/a £ 30.55
Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance |Centenary & Memorial Gdns [Maintenance £ 604.80 | £ 100.80 | £ 504.00
J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections £ 60.00 | n/a £ 60.00
Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet cleaning (payment added late) 450.66 | n/a 450.66
SLCC Office Subscriptions 190.00 | n/a 190.00

SLCC Admin Courses & Training (access to system for CILCA submission)
KALC Admin Courses & Training (CiLCA)

450.00 | n/a
360.00 | £ 60.00 300.00
20,022.00 | £ 3,337.00 16,685.00

£ £

£ £

£ £ 450.00

£ £

£ £
Streetlights Utilities Streetlight maintenance contract £ 754.79 | £ 125.80 | £ 628.99

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

£ £

Caloo Open Spaces Playstool play area (EMR 325)

Citizens Advie Admin Donations (agreed under April 25 minute item 14e) 50.00 | n/a 50.00
50.00 | n/a 50.00
389.00 | n/a 389.00
50.00 | n/a 50.00

24,823.24 | £ 3,623.60 21,199.64

Maypole Minstrels Events VE Day 80 (Choir)

Dan muDJS Audio Events VE Day 80 (Sound system)
Bethan Foot Events VE Day 80 (Bugler)

Total BACS payments
Cheque payment

K Smith Events VE Day 80 (Pavilion support) £ 50.00 |n/a £ 50.00
Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge £ 18.17 | £ 3.03 | £ 15.14
Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website £ 11.99 | £ 2.00 | £ 9.99
02 Office Mobile £15 40 «ldedh | £2.57 239 | £12 35 =06
EE Office Broadband £ 22.03 | £ 3.67 | £ 18.36
EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply £ 3269 | £ 1.56 | £ 31.13
Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card £ 182.72 | ¢ 8.76 | £ 173.96
Total DD payments £ 28395 | £ 2204 | £ 26054
Credit Card Payments 283.02 21.60. 261.43
Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

MCAFEE Office Subscriptions (2-year) £ 119.99 | n/a £ 119.99
Amazon Office Stationary (paper) £ 26.58 | £ 443 | £ 22.15
Screwfix Events VE Day 80 - Beacon items £ 1895 | £ 197 | £ 16.98
Amazon Events VE Day 80 - Firelighters £ 14.20 | £ 236 | £ 11.84
Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee £ 3.00 | n/a £ 3.00
Total Credit Card £ 182.72 | £ 8.76 | £ 173.96
Bank Charges and Transfers

Bank Charges Unity Monthly service charge due 31/05/25 £ 9.00 | n/a £ 9.00

e. To note that the Notice of the Exercise of Public Rights and the publication of the unaudited Annual Governance
& Accountability Return (AGAR) will be displayed and available for inspection from 3 June to 14 July 2025.

f. Finance Committee: To receive a report on the meeting held on 12" May 2025, and to consider
recommendations presented for this meeting, including those relating to new and existing earmarked reserves,
and any relevant adoption of policies and communications.

The Finance Committee report was shared before the meeting, and from this, the Committee asked the Parish
Council to consider the following recommendations;
1) To approve the communication for the tax increase for band D properties, to be published on the Parish
Council website.
It was RESOLVED to agree to the band D communication to be published on the website at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
2) To approve the transfer of funds to new and existing earmarked reserves as part of the Council’s financial
planning and reserve management;
It was RESOLVED to approve the following transfers to earmarked reserves;
e £1,000 to Election Costs (from General Reserves)
e £5,000 to Nature Reserve Maintenance (new EMR, from General Reserves)
e £2,000 to Public Events (new EMR, from General Reserves)
e £3,000 to Tree Maintenance (from the 2025/26 budget)
e £8,500 to Playstool Equipment (from the 2025/26 budget)

39. TRAINING

a. To note that, with the Chair’s approval, the Clerk has registered to undertake the Certificate in Local Council
Administration (CiLCA).

b. Areminder that training opportunities are available to councillors via KALC.

40. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - view on_http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a formal
consultation for the Parish Council.
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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Application Ref: 25/501437/REM. Proposal: Approval of reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping,
layout and scale sought) for Phases 3 and 4 for the development of 160no. dwellings including affordable
housing, together with associated access, parking, landscaping, open space, equipped play and infrastructure,
pursuant to 17/505711/HYBRID. Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD.

The consultation comments for this application are due on 5" May 25, an extension has been agreed.

It was RESOLVED to object to this planning application. Given the number and impact on sensitive areas raised
and the significant variance with initial outline permissions, the Parish Council will also request that this
application be called into the Planning Committee for determination.

The Parish Council's objections are as follows:

1. The Parish Council strongly objects to any changes to the current width of Cryalls Lane. As a designated rural
lane, its character must be fully preserved. The continued expansion of the infrastructure and development is
steadily eroding this rural lane and green verges, with a consequential detrimental impact on

habitat, biodiversity and drainage.

2. The proposed development is too close to Cryalls Lane and the Nature Reserve, with some houses
overlooking mature trees known to support bat habitats. Noise and light pollution will disturb these.

3. The verge erosion between the first pedestrian gate to the Nature Reserve on Cryalls Lane and the proposed
Community Hub raises environmental concerns. It will have a detrimental impact on the root zones of adjacent
trees and hedges, further reducing habitat and impeding natural drainage.

4. The turning area at the end of Cryalls Lane is problematic and lends itself to fly tipping and other types of
illegal and antisocial behaviour. This will not be prevented by the houses looking over Cryalls Lane. Additionally,
there are no security arrangements for the blocked end of Cryalls Lane, which presents potential further safety
and access concerns.

5. The current design prevents access to the Nature Reserve without going into the new estate, and part of
Cryalls Lane appears to be being used as an estate road. We suggest turning areas at the end of spurs instead of
engineering through traffic.

6. Traffic, light pollution and noise will exacerbate damage to the landscape and wildlife, especially along Cryalls
Lane and near the Nature Reserve.

7. The location of the equipped play area adjacent to Wises Lane is considered unsafe due to the proximity to
the road.

8. The Parish Council requested that the designated area for training pitches and any white lines be removed
from the plans and retained as general open space to better serve community needs.

Additional Resolutions made for Application Ref: 25/501437/REM :

It was RESOLVED that a letter of objection would be sent to BDW regarding the planning application design
compliance statement part, specifically concerning the reference to the Parish Council's Wises Lane
Monitoring Group.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Small would represent Borden Parish Council at the Planning Committee
meeting where this application will be considered.

2)

Application Ref: 25/501328/REM. Proposal: Approval of reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and
scale sought) for the erection for 290 homes, including affordable housing, together with associated landscaping,
open space, equipped play, earthworks, and other associated infrastructure pursuant to 22/505646/0UT
(allowed at appeal APP/V2255/W/23/3333811). Address: Land At Ufton Court Farm Tunstall Sittingbourne Kent
ME10 1XF.

The consultation comments for this application are due on 6" May 2025, an extension has been agreed.

It was RESOLVED that there was no comment to make on the consultation for this application.
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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Application Ref: 25/501551/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD
Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 44 - Landscaping, Subject to APP/V2255/W/19/3233606
(17/505711/HYBRID).

The Parish Council agreed that no comment would be submitted on this application.

Application Ref: 25/501552/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD
Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 3 (construction traffic access), subject to application
23/505420/REM.

It was RESOLVED to note that a decision has already been made on the application, as shown on the portal.
Therefore, the Parish Council will not be submitting any comments.

Application Ref: 25/501756/SUB Grid: 588126/164212 Address: Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent
ME10 1YU Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 10 (verification report), subject to
17/500727/0UT.

It was RESOLVED to object to this application. The Parish Council supports the comments made by Mid Kent
Environmental Health, noting that as the site lies within Source Protection Zone 1 (SPZ1), consultation with the
Environment Agency is essential to obtain a satisfactory response. It was also agreed that a request be made for
this application to be called in to the Planning Committee.

ClIr Baldock left the meeting at 20:15

Urgent planning business was discussed that was not on the agenda.

A representative was requested to attend the next Planning Committee meeting regarding the Vigo Solar Farm
application, scheduled for 22nd May 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Clir Butlin volunteered to attend virtually.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Butlin would attend the meeting virtually.

The Clerk will forward the Parish Council’s previous objections to Clir Butlin and inform the Planning Committee
of her attendance.

Clir Baldock returned to the meeting at 20:27

BUSINESS ITEMS

To review and adopt a Health & Safety policy.

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Health & Safety policy.

To review and adopt a Disciplinary & Grievance policy.

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Disciplinary & Grievance policy.

COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES
Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on available updates.

There were no current updates to discuss.

To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.
It was agreed that the following would be presented to BDW via the WLMG;

e The Parish Council noted that BDW’s Phase 3 & 4 Compliance Statement (Section 2.2.6-2.2.9) references
meeting with the WLMG, suggesting compliance through engagement. It was clarified that the WLMG has no
decision-making powers and reports to the Parish Council. Concerns were raised about the potentially
misleading implication of endorsement, and clarification will be sought from the BDW on why the group’s
role has been presented in this way.

e (Clarification is sought on the proposed signage at the junction of Platinum Way and Wises Lane, particularly
in relation to directing traffic towards the village.

e Concerns were raised regarding the lack of direct vehicle access to the village, now that Wises Lane is divided
by Ashmead Rise. A response is required on how the impact of this issue will be mitigated.

It was RESOLVED that the Highways group take on the remit of reviewing parish signage, including that for Wises
Lane end leading into the village.
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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

b. Nature Reserve:

43.

44.

45.

To receive an update on the status of the new lease.
KCC has advised that the tree survey for the Nature Reserve is planned to take place in the week
beginning Tuesday, 27" of May.
Friends of Borden Nature Reserve may be able to support with funding for the Nature Reserve signs.
Cllr Small will ask the group to contact the Clerk. The quotes for the signs will be sourced and then added to the
next meeting agenda.

VE Day 80 Group: To receive an update on the event held on 8™ May 2025.

Further to the report, which is available to view at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk, it was noted that the event
was a great success with up to one hundred and fifty people in attendance, and the costs remained within
budget.

Clir Jemmett thanked ClIr Harrison and Clir Sims for their support as part of the VE Day 80 working group.

It was RESOLVED to thank Cllr Jemmett for his work in organising the VE Day 80 event and the Clerk for taking
the pictures, which were uploaded to social media.

CORRESPONDENCE

To note that the Borden Fete Committee has regretfully announced that the village summer fete will not take
place this year as planned.

To consider a request from Swale Pride Community Interest Company, to support creating safe and Inclusive
Spaces for the LGBTQIA+ Community.

It was RESOLVED that an appropriate response would be sent to Swale Pride Community CIC, acknowledging
their email and confirming that Borden Parish Council strives to provide a safe and inclusive environment for all,
including through the recent installation of CCTV.

REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).
Kent Association of Local Councils — reports circulated as received.

To consider sending up to two representatives to the KALC Extraordinary General Meeting on 19th June 2025
regarding Local Government Reorganisation.

As there were no volunteers available for the date and time of the meeting. It was noted that if Councillors
become available, then they should let the Clerk know.

Borden Sports Association — ClIr Sims. A report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

The air conditioning service has been completed.

Borden Parish Hall — ClIr Hepburn. A report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

Borden Heritage Group — ClIr Harrison. A report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk
It was noted that a very interesting talk had been given the previous day on the River Medway.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY (no decisions will be made under this item)
The Chair would like it to be considered at a future meeting that the next Annual Parish Meeting be held at the
Parish Hall, with a focus on increasing community attendance and engagement.

The meeting ended at 21:50

THE NEXT MEETING IS TO BE HELD ON 19" JUNE 2025.

The minutes of this meeting have been approved and signed by:
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