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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 19™ JUNE 2025

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: ClIr Jemmett.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies for absence.

Apologies also received from: Borough Clir Cavanagh, County Cllr Palmer.

In attendance: Clir Bolas, Clir Baldock, ClIr Butlin, Cllr Harrison, Clir Hepburn, ClIr Palmer, Clir Sims, Clir Small, Cllr
Smith, Cllr Tumber.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Parish Hall — Cllr Hepburn and ClIr Bolas

Pavilion — ClIr Sims

Borden Football Club — Cllr Tumber

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair announced that Councillor Brian Steadman had submitted his resignation from the Parish Council for
personal reasons. The Notice of Casual Vacancy will be published on Monday, 23™ June 25.

TO CONSIDER CO-OPTION APPLICATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

An application for co-option to Borden Parish Council had been received from Charlotte Wallace and circulated
to all Councillors in advance of the meeting.

The Chair invited Charlotte to speak. Charlotte outlined her skills and areas of interest relevant to the councillor
role, followed by questions from councillors.

The Chair then called for nominations to co-opt Charlotte Wallace onto the Parish Council.

Clir Baldock proposed the nomination, which Clir Harrison seconded.

It was unanimously RESOLVED to co-opt Charlotte Wallace as a member of Borden Parish Council.

Following the resolution, Charlotte signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk, and
took her seat to participate in the remainder of the meeting as a Councillor.

TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15" May 2025 (APPX A).

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 15™ May 2025, which were duly
signed by the Chair.

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 15" May 2025 (APPX B)

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on the 15" May 2025, which
were duly signed by the Chair.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION - The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 10
minutes unless directed by the Chair. A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. A question
shall not require a response at the meeting, nor start a debate on the question. The chair may direct that a written
or oral response be given.
Police/PCSO — The Beat Officer was out of office until 19" June, and did not respond to the meeting invitation.
It was RESOLVED to write again to the Police Inspector regarding the ongoing lack of engagement and expectations
of the Beat Officer.
Parishioners — There was one in attendance to observe.
County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).
Borough ClIr Mike Baldock’s report was distributed in advance of the meeting. He noted that, contrary to the
agenda item stating written reports must be submitted three days before the meeting, there is no obligation for
Borough or County Councillors to provide reports to Parish Councils.
It was RESOLVED that the clerk will verify this and report back at the next meeting.
A guestion was raised regarding a purported £1m deficit at Swale Borough Council. This was attributed to planning
overspends, rising Highsted costs, and increased use of agency staff due to staff turnover. The appeals budget was
noted as insufficient and will be reviewed.
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Borough ClIr Ann Cavanagh sent apologies for the meeting, and her report was distributed in advance.
County ClIr Richard Palmer sent apologies for the meeting, and his report was distributed in advance. He has
also added to the report that the speed signs raised at the May meeting have been replaced as of

Friday, 13" June.

FINANCE

To approve the bank reconciliation as of 315 May 2025 (APPX C).

It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation as at 31 May 2025, which was signed by the Chair and RFO.
To review and approve the budget vs actual report as of 31 May 2025.

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as at 31 May 2025.

To approve the BACS list of accounts for payment in June 2025:

It was RESOLVED to approve the BACs list of payments for June 2025, as follows:

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Staff Payroll Staff salary £ 975.43 | n/a £ 975.43
HMRC Payroll PAYE £ 386.01|n/a f 386.01
Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses f 29.05 | n/a f 29.05
Fryer Cleaning & MaintenaCentenary & Memorial GdMaintenance £ 604.80| £ 100.80 | £ 504.00
J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections f 75.00 | n/a £ 75.00
Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet cleaning (payment added late) £ 450.66 | n/a £ 450.66
Total BACS payments £ 2,520.95 | £ 100.80 | £ 2,420.15
Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge £ 18.17| £ 3.03 | £ 15.14
Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website £ 1199 | £ 2.00| £ 9.99
02 Office Mobile £ 1542 | £ 257 | £ 12.85
EE Office Broadband f 2203 (£ 367 | £ 18.36
EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply f 3473 £ 165| £ 33.08
Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card f 52.02 n/a £ 52.02
Total DD payments £ 15436 (£ 1292 £ 141.44
Credit Card Payments

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Morrisons VE Day 80 Catering £ 49.02 | n/a £ 49.02
Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee £ 3.00 | n/a £ 3.00
Total Credit Card £ 52.02 | £ - £ 52.02
Bank Charges and Transfers

Bank Charges |Unity Monthly service charge due 30/06/25 f 8.85 | n/a f 8.85

PLANNING MATTERS

Application 23/502210/FULL - PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/25/3360089: Address: Further to April minutes
(item 8a), to agree to a representative to attend and speak on behalf of the Parish Council at the planning appeal
inquiry scheduled for 5th August 2025.

Clir Small volunteered to attend as the Parish Council's representative

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Small would attend the Planning Appeal Inquiry on behalf of the Parish Council, which
is due on 5™ August 2025..

Application Ref: 25/501437/REM - Land at Wises Lane — Approval of Reserved Matters for Phases 3 and 4.
Further to May minutes (item 40.1), it has been noted that points 7 and 8 of the Parish Council’s objection may
relate primarily to Phase 2 of the development. These points will be reviewed by the Parish Council, with
consideration given to transferring them to the application for Phase 2, to be discussed under agenda item 8.5.
It was RESOLVED that items 7 and 8 would be incorporated into the comments for application 25/501147/REM
(phase 2F). Under agenda item 54/5.

App —23/502210/FULL - Land on either side of Vigo Lane and Wrens Road ME9 8LA. To receive a report on the
Planning Committee meeting held on 22" May 2025.

A report from Clir Butlin, who attended the Planning Committee meeting, was distributed in advance of the
meeting.

The Chair thanked Councillor Butlin for attending on behalf of the Parish Council.

Application Ref: 25/501756/SUB - Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent ME10 1YU.
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To note update: Following the Parish Council's May comments (item 40.5), the Planning Consultant has clarified
that condition submissions are classified as ‘Miscellaneous’ under 2.8.15.25 of the scheme of delegation, and as
such, cannot be referred to Committee. However, it was also confirmed that the Parish Council’s comments have
been acknowledged and that consultation with the Environment Agency has taken place.

This was noted by the Parish Council.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS — view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/

Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a formal
consultation for the Parish Council.

Application: 25/501890/TCA Grid: 588480/162834 Address: 2 Barn Close Borden Kent ME9 8JW Proposal:
Conservation area notification to reduce the canopy of one T1 Mature London Plane to reduce the height from
22m to 19m the northern radial spread of 11m to 8m the eastern radial spread of 8.5m to 7m, southern radial
spread of 12m to 9m and western radial spread of 15m and 11m.

As the decision for this application appears on the portal, there are no comments to be added.

Application: 25/501862/FULL Address: Land Adjacent To Pebble Court Farm Woodgate Lane Borden Kent ME9
7QB Proposal: Partial demolition of existing unit, erection of a single storey side extension to form workshop,
and replacement of existing flat roof with new pitched roof. Works to include replacement windows and doors
to match existing fenestration and installation of a sewage treatment plant. (Resubmission of 21/503856/FULL).
There were no comments noted for this application.

Application: 24/501839/ADV Location: Hooks Hole Farm School Lane Borden Sittingbourne Kent Proposal:
Advertisement Consent for 2 x non illuminated fascia signs.

Consultation comments are due by 6" June 25, an extension has been agreed until 20" June 25.

The application and related documents were reviewed. A question was raised about why heritage advice was
sought from a different county council. It was noted that the proposal is not appropriate for a conservation area.
A proposal was made to object to the signage due to its size and its impact on the conservation area.

It was RESOLVED to object to this application and request that it be called in to the Planning Committee, for the
following reasons:

Whilst Borden Parish Council (BPC) initially made no comment on this application, residents have brought to our
attention that the huge 8 meter x 3.5 meter north east sign on this structure is in a rural setting and next to a
conservation area. The building is a former barn, blending in with the setting, but the proposed sign is totally not
in keeping with the countryside view of this location. With modern technology and websites, there is no need for
such intrusive, aesthetically damaging signage in this rural part of Swale. BPC would also like to point out that
the Chesnut Street conservation area was extended recently, despite the knowledge of the Wises Lane
development, therefore, any argument that the Wises Lane development reduces the integrity of the
conservation area impact is not valid.

Application: 25/501985/SUB Grid: 588126/164212 Address: Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent ME10
1YU Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 30 - Landscape and Ecological Management, Subject
to 17/500727/0UT.

It was RESOLVED to write to Swale Planning, querying the submission of these details at this stage of the
development and why it is subject to an outline application rather than a detailed planning application, as the
two schemes were significantly different.

There is also concern as to why this application is being submitted now, as opposed to before the destruction of
the habitat. This should have been subject to a thorough and published ecological survey on the initial outline
application.
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5) Application: 25/501147/REM Location: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD Proposal: Approval of
reserved matters for Phase 2F (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale sought) for creation of open
space together with associated access, landscaping, and infrastructure pursuant to 17/505711/HYBRID.
Consultation comments are due by 12'" June 2025. An extension has been agreed.

It was RESOLVED to object to this application as Borden Parish Council (BPC) stands by their original objections
submitted on 18™ April 2025, which were:

1. BPC strongly objects to these proposals. It is worthy of note that BPC feel the developer has reneged on
previous long-term agreements that this area was to be an open space recreational area for all.

2. Drivers travelling south will be distracted by persons kicking balls on a higher visual plane on this corner of
the lane, particularly opposite a T-junction and a commercial premises entrance.

3. Thereis no fencing to keep the balls in the kickabout area from going into the highway, and the balls will not
be retained by hedging. Future fence option would be totally against our open countryside approach.

4. Persons from the rugby club will need to cross on foot a busy highway at a dangerous bend and junction to
get to the training pitch. The obvious health and safety issues are very apparent.

5. In conclusion, we strongly object to it being a marked kickabout area which has a detrimental countryside
effect on the open area that, as stated, had always been agreed with the developer.
The developer had always previously agreed to provide this spot as an open, relaxing picnic area for all ages
and abilities to enjoy.

6. These objections mainly appertain to the kickabout pitches, not the proposed training pitch.

The following two points were originally submitted under planning application 25/501437/REM (phases 3 & 4) as
items 7 & 8. However, it was noted that these comments more appropriately related to phase 2F and serve to
provide further context to BPC’s previously submitted objections:

e The location of the equipped play area adjacent to Wises Lane is considered unsafe due to the proximity to
the road.

o The Parish Council requested that the designated area for training pitches and any white lines be removed
from the plans and retained as general open space to better serve community needs.

The following additional comments are also to be included in support of those previously submitted:

1. There is concern that the green space is not shifted from phase 1A into phase 2F, and should remain.

2. BPC do not recognise the claims of agreement in reference to the WLMG.

3. There remains a serious concern about balls being kicked onto the road from the kickabout area, which
would present a danger to highway users and ball retrievers.

4. We believe claims that the Rugby Club will not enter the practice pitch despite an entrance being provided,
are doubtful.

5. The parish council would like this application to be called in to the Planning Committee.

In addition, a proposal was made to mitigate the identified safety concerns with the installation of railings;
however, this was not seconded and therefore not carried.

A further proposal was made to write to BDW regarding their repeated misrepresentation of the WLMG and

continued references to it in documentation.
It was RESOLVED to proceed with this proposal and to copy the letter to Swale Planning.
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BUSINESS ITEMS

To review and approve the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the new Community Governance Review Working
Group. The ToR was distributed ahead of the meeting.

It was RESOLVED that the Terms of Reference for the new Community Governance Review Working Group
would be approved, with a change to a minimum number of members, to three.

To appoint members to the new Community Governance Review Working Group.

The Chair asked for volunteers for this working Group.

It was RESOLVED that the following Councillors would form the new Community Governance Review Working
Group. CllIr Baldock, Clir Wallace, Clir Small.

To review the 2025 Tree Survey report and agree on the necessary work to be carried out.

On review of the tree survey, it was noted that the fallen tree in the Nature Reserve on the rugby pitch fence line
had not been noted.

It was RESOLVED to temporarily suspend Financial Regulations 5.9 and /or 5.10 to enable the Clerk to arrange
for the urgent remedial works identified in the tree survey report to be carried out without delay. This
suspension allows the Clerk to directly appoint a previously engaged and trusted contractor, without obtaining
the usual three estimates, in recognition of the urgency of the works and the Council’s obligations under Health
and Safety legislation and its duty of care as a landowner.

It was further agreed to amend the original recommendation concerning the Ash tree - rather than retaining it as
a 2m monolith, the tree is to be fully removed. The Poplar solution will remain as a 2m monolith, with the debris
to be left on site to support wildlife.

It was agreed that a comfort break would be taken from 20:49 to 21:00

COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES

Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on updates.

The WLMG report was distributed in advance of the meeting and can be viewed at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

In addition to the report, photos showing a dust cloud on Cryalls Lane were shared with BDW. It was stated that
this was unacceptable and that dampening measures must be implemented, as cars and property have been
covered in the dust. Lorries had also been pictured blocking Cryalls Lane.

Clir Butlin read out the response from DHA regarding these points:

e Thelorry in the photos attached is not associated with BDW or Coinford. This is a UKPN contractor collecting
the rest of their equipment from the road closure they had on Cryalls Lane. It has, however, been reiterated
again to BDW and Coinford contractors to not use Cryalls Lane.

e Inrespect of the dust, the site team regularly dampen down stockpiles with bowsers, and water is running
across the site to limit dust. The road sweeper is also out regularly to clear mud and dust from the roads. The
photos of the dust were taken adjacent to Quinn’s rugby club site, where the grass has recently been
stripped and the ground shaped. As BDW are not delivering this part of the site, they have no control over
the dust prevention measures in this location. However, they are taking measures to limit dust from the
areas of the site within their control.

To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.

It was RESOLVED that the following questions would be asked of BDW via the WLMG, with any responses being

presented to the Full Council at a following meeting:

1) When will the works for the junction of Wises Lane and the A2 begin? Is there an available timeline.

2) The ground maintenance by the contractor’s car park is needed as the nice verge that was put in is now full
of weeds. Is there a maintenance plan for upkeep?

3) It has been noted that plant machinery using Cryalls Lane, Platinum Way, and Wises Lane do not have
registration plates. What is the reason for this, and is it lawful?
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4) The Borden Village sign on the junction of Wises Lane and Ashmeads Rise has once again fallen over. As
requested before, could this sign be anchored, such as with sandbags, to prevent this from continually
happening?

b. Nature Reserve:
i.  Toreceive an update on the status of the new lease.
The KCC has confirmed that their Nature Reserve tree survey report has been received and reviewed, with the
following findings noted:
o No trees were identified as being affected by contamination
e No diseased trees were reported
e Over time, and the way the land has been managed in recent years, the area is beginning to regenerate as
woodland
KCC will now explore the implications and consider what management approach would be most appropriate for
the site moving forward, whilst maintaining open, constructive dialogue with the parish council to establish a
solid foundation for a new lease that works well for both parties.

Cllr Smith advised that the Nature Reserve Management plan has been updated and will require formal approval

by the Parish Council. It was confirmed that KCC has already been made aware of the current version, which is

available to view on the Parish Council’s website.

From further discussion, it was proposed that a letter be sent to KCC to raise the following issues:

e From the information provided, the fallen tree near the rugby pitch fenceline does not appear to be
mentioned in the KCC tree survey report.

e The Parish Council has not yet received a copy of the KCC tree survey, nor any contamination report or test
results that may have been completed.

e There is currently no funding or provision in place for future long-term costs associated with tree
maintenance or the management of potential contamination.

It was RESOLVED to approve a letter being sent to KCC, to address the matters outlined in the above proposal. It

was agreed that the letter is to be composed by Clir Bolas, in collaboration with Clir Baldock, Clir Butlin (as

members of the Nature Reserve Working Group), and the Clerk.

ii.  Todiscuss enhanced security measures at the Nature Reserve to prevent unauthorised vehicle access. This
includes addressing the heightened risk of further access attempts, as previously experienced, with
consideration given to installing collapsible or retractable bollards or similar devices to support the
padlocked gate. A report was distributed in advance of the meeting on the recent events.

During discussion, it was suggested that any installed bollards should be of heavy-duty, highway-grade
specification. A height restriction barrier and the potential installation of CCTV were also suggested.

It was noted that the cost of purchasing and installing bollards is not currently budgeted. However, such
expenditure is permitted under the Open Spaces Act 1906. Potential funding sources were discussed including,
the SBC Community Infrastructure Grant, KCC (as landowners), and Section 106 funds held by SBC. It was also
agreed that clarification should be sought from FOBNR regarding their plans.

It was proposed that further investigation into viable security options be undertaken, and the matter be brought
back to the July meeting for further consideration.

It was RESOLVED that Clir Small would assist the Clerk in sourcing estimates by advising on appropriate solutions
and required measurements, with findings to be reported at the July meeting.

iii.  Toreceive an update on the progress of the Nature Reserve byelaw signage and, if available, consider quotes
and determine the next steps.

The Clerk distributed the byelaw sign report with quotes for both A1 and A2 sizes before the meeting. These
were reviewed, and Al was agreed as the most appropriate size for the signs.
It was RESOLVED that quote number 2, being the most suitable and lowest cost option from RBLI, be accepted in
principle. However, before proceeding, it was agreed that ClIr Butlin and the Clerk would arrange a visit to the
local RBLI to view the available signage options. Subject to their satisfaction, delegated authority was granted to
proceed with placing the order for 4 Nature Reserve Al byelaw signs.

23| Page



BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

57. HIGHWAYS

a.

58.

59.

60.

C.

To receive an update on the Borden 20mph scheme.
KCC Highways Engagement Team has confirmed that the 20mph scheme will still be going ahead despite the
recent elections.

To receive an update on the proposed 40mph scheme at Danaway and discuss available options.

The KCC Highways Engagement Team has advised that they are in support of the proposed Maidstone Road and
Oad Street 40mph scheme. However, there is still the issue of the extents and who will fund. They suggested
that it may be best to deliver the 20mph scheme first, as this is quite a large scheme then go back to the 40mph
scheme. This was just an option, and they are also open to suggestions.

The Parish Council was asked to consider the options.

The cost of implementing the 40mph scheme against available earmarked reserves was considered, and it was
noted that proceeding separately from the 20mph scheme could increase costs. As part of the affected area lies
within Stockbury Parish, it was suggested that they be approached to share the TRO costs.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact Stockbury Parish Council to gauge their interest in collaborating
with Borden to fund the TRO for the 40mph scheme, as part of the area falls within their parish.

It was RESOLVED to contact KCC Highways requesting costings to go ahead with the 40mph scheme.

MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

To consider installing additional byelaw signs at all Playstool entrances to raise public awareness, particularly
regarding the no-BBQ regulation, due to ongoing violations and the associated fire risk, especially in dry weather.
It was RESOLVED that 4 no BBQ signs with posts would be investigated in A3 size. This would be included in the
ones that may be ordered at the RBLI. This would be covered under the same delegated authority as the Nature
Reserve signs (item 56biii).

CORRESPONDENCE

To review correspondence received and agree on actions to be taken.

There was no correspondence to be reviewed.

To consider the Parish Council's participation in the current consultation on Swale Borough Council’s Draft
Statement of Community Involvement (May 2025). The Draft Statement of Community Involvement was
distributed in advance of the meeting.

It was RESOLVED that Clir Palmer would complete the survey on behalf of the Parish Council.

REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).
Kent Association of Local Councils — reports circulated as received.

KALC Community award.
The Chair was pleased to announce that Cllr Hepburn had been selected to receive the KALC Community Award,
in recognition of his loyal dedication and commitment to the Parish through his service as a Parish Councillor,
Chairman of the Parish Hall and active Member of the Borden Heritage Group. The award was formally
presented to him during the meeting, with thanks and congratulations from the Council.

Borden Sports Association — ClIr Sims. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Borden CoE Primary School were given the use of the Pavilion facilities and sports pitches for their recent sports

day, enabling the entire school to hold the event on the same day. The school expressed their gratitude, stating
that the day was very successful, the children had great fun, and parents commented that it was the best sports
day they have had. They also praised the wonderful site and noted that having the space made a significant
difference, allowing the whole school to come together as a community. The school thanked the Borden Sports
Association and Parish Council for their generosity in allowing the use of the facilities.

Borden Parish Hall — Clir Hepburn (attachment 1). The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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d. Borden Heritage Group — ClIr Harrison (attachment 2). The report can be viewed at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

61. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

1) Clir Tumber gave apologies for the July meeting.

2) ClIr Sims would like to send a letter of appreciation to a young boy who goes out with his mother and litter picks
at the lower Wises Lane area. By keeping the area free from litter, it is beneficial to both the community and
wildlife.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Sims would draft a letter of appreciation for the Clerk to send.

THE MEETING ENDED AT 22:00

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON 17™ JULY 2025

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair:

[ 3 - 1| Date: ceeeerrereericcenee e cnnee e senenees
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