BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 15th August, 2013 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. D. Roberts. 


Cllr. J.  Bolas – Vice Chair



Cllr. E. Harrison
Cllr. M. Millican




Cllr. K. Lainton




Cllr. J. Evans





Borough Cllr. N. Hampshire 
Cllr. P.   Paige





Borough Cllr. G. Randall   

Cllr. J. Hepburn





4 Residents

Cllr. M. Downes




Lynda Fisher, Clerk

Cllr. M. Baldock






1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from the PCSO.
2.  
Public Time – Two residents and their representative advised the Council of a forthcoming planning application for Woodgate Lane.  Another resident suggested a communal garden (Clerk to place on September Agenda); queried bonfires on The Playstool; the PCSO is keeping an eye on the site.  
County Cllr. Baldock updated on highway matters.  He has been to Danaway and looked at the siting of the highway mirrors and, as an alternative, double yellow lines at the end of the two cul-de-sacs to improve sight lines.

Borough Cllr. Hampshire reported that he has £2250 available for grants for community projects; applications need to be in by the end of January 2014 and forms are on Swale Borough Council’s website.

3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr Paige and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; 1 abstention, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 18th July, 2013, be signed as a true transcript.
4.
Declarations of interest – Cllrs Harrison and Baldock declared an interest in Item 5.1; Cllr. Masters in Item 7.4.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Parish Council Vacancies – It was proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Masters; 6 in favour, 4 against, 1 abstention, to appoint John Emery, as a Member of Borden Parish Council (he duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and agreed to complete the Declaration of Interests form) and consider the other two applicants at the September meeting.  Cllr. Emery was invited to take part in the Parish Council meeting.
2. Wrens Road Traffic Calming – KCC will undertake a traffic survey in September.






                          
3. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – Cllr. Bolas has been carrying out inspections on The Playstool.  It was agreed to place this item on the September Agenda and to discuss the trees in the Nature Reserve.






Action:  Clerk
4. Crash Barrier Adjacent to the Preschool – Clerk advised that she has received correspondence from the PreSchool supporting the Parish Council’s concern about the need for a crash barrier.  The Clerk has also written to County Cllr. David Brazier, KCC’s Member for Roads and Transport, seeking his assistance with this matter.  Clerk to send copies of all correspondence to County Cllr. Baldock. 
Action:  Clerk
5. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Clerk to request latest update from Kent Police for speed surveys carried out since the end of May, the date of the last report.



Action:  Clerk
6. Community Governance Review - Swale – Cllr. Paige attended a meeting at Swale House recently and updated Members on this issue.   Looking at the present boundaries, it was proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Bolas, 10 in favour, 1 abstention, agreed to request that the boundary be changed to incorporate into the Parish the 20 houses in Maylam Gardens (a parallel line along the side of Westlands’ fencing) and the houses in Cryalls Lane.



Action:  Clerk
7. Shaping the Future of Children’s Centres in Kent – Agreed to place this item on the September Agenda so that Members can fully consider the implications of the proposed changes.
Action:  Clerk
8. Swale Borough Local Plan Part 1:  Revised Consultation Draft July 2013.   Cllr. Baldock felt that the Parish will be affected by the amount of housing proposed on the A249.  The majority of housing is proposed for the Sittingbourne area and not shared with Faversham, which is earmarked for employment opportunities.  Cllr. Baldock agreed to draft a response for consideration at the September meeting.








Action:  Cllr. Baldock
9. Consultation on Swale Borough Council’s Draft Local First Policy - Agreed to place this item on the September Agenda so that Members have sufficient time to have an in-depth look at this document.






                       Action:  All Councillors
10. NALC Consultation – “A New Future:  Developing the Strategy” – Noted and agreed to support recommendations put forward by Kent Association of Local Councils.
11. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk has submitted a claim direct to the Skip Company’s insurers.  She will check on when the remaining section of the damaged column is going to be removed and the new connected.






Action:  Clerk
12. Borden Assembly – 28th September 2013 – Clerk has contacted various village organisations and the flyer has now been printed and is with Cllr. Baldock, who has kindly volunteered to distribute it.  Clerk to contact Friends of Borden Nature Reserve and invite them to attend.  

Action:  Clerk
6.
Correspondence
1. Meet the Commissioner – Noted; no Members attending.
2. Safe and Sensible Street Lighting – Details noted.  

3. Swale Borough Council – Information for Town and Parish Councils – Post Office Community Enterprise Fund and Waste Disposal Presentation – Fund details noted.  Borough Cllr. Hampshire commented that the presentation will be regarding the new refuse collection service being introduced by Swale Borough Council.
7.
Finance 
1. Dog/Gate signs for play area The Playstool – Two quotations received.  Members agreed that three ‘No Dogs in the play area please’ signs are required and three ‘Please shut the Gate’ signs.  It was proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Downes, 1 abstention, 10 agreed, to spend a maximum amount of £100 and to seek a revised quotation from the Royal British Legion.  
Action: Clerk


2. Work to benches and picnic tables – Memorial Garden and The Playstool - Quotes – agreed to accept the quotation from The Fryer Group (but only for the Benches) at £555 plus V.A.T. (reclaimable).
3. Request for Donation – Victim Support – Clerk to send out the Grant Application Form, for completion by Victim Support.
 





 Action: Clerk
4. Repairs – The Playstool – Proposed by Cllr. Downes and seconded by Cllr. Evans, 1 abstention, 10 for, agreed to accept the quotation for £354.75, (includes VAT reclaimable) for the supply and installation of two new seats for the junior swing.
5. National Salary Award 2013 – Proposed by Cllr. Evans and seconded by Cllr. Lainton, agreed the 1% increase, backdated to the 1st April, 2013, which means an annual increase of £52.80p. 
6. Notice Boards Pin Boards – Nothing to report.
7. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Members agreed (2 abstentions) that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st July, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	15.08.13
	102189
	PFL Electrical Limited
	Lighting Maintenance – July
	£106.08p

	15.08.13
	102190
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele/Broadband, Office use and mileage
	£20.63p

	15.08.13
	102191
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for August 2013
	£89.40p

	15.08.13
	102192
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – July, 2013
	£420.20p

	15.08.13
	102193
	Four Jays Ltd.
	Weekly Toilet Service, The Playstool; July 2013
	£43.20p

	15.08.13
	102194
	B&K Masters & Son
	Repairs to play area in Playstool
	£54.00p

	15.08.13
	102195
	B&K Masters & Son
	Supply and fit 3 phase electric box to Playstool
	£1185.60p

	Seven cheques in total


Post-dated cheque raised in order that the Clerk can ensure the payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payments were made by Direct Debit:  EDF Energy – Energy Charges May to July 2013 -£1395.54p; L. Fisher – Wages July 2013 (paid 10th August) - £357.80p
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Cllr. Baldock asked if Members could receive a report on how the budget is progressing and the current position regarding funds allocated for projects.  It was agreed that at the Borden Assembly Members to seek residents’ views on projects; also agreed to arrange a meeting of the Finance Committee at the beginning of October to look at this and to start looking at the 2014/15 budget and Precept.




   
       Action: Clerk/Finance Committee
2. KALC – Next meeting will take place in 2nd September; Cllr. Page attending. 
3. Local Engagement Forum – Next meeting will take place on 2nd September; Cllr. Paige will not be attending as it clashes with the KALC meeting, but Cllr. Baldock will.  The meeting is being held at the U.K. Paper Leisure Centre.  
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Cllr. Hepburn reported that a mobile Police Station will be using the Hall’s car park every second Thursday from the 12th September, in the afternoon from 3.30 p.m.
6. Borden School – Nothing to report.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that there is a minor glitch with the website; they could not put anything on to it but they are hoping they now have a solution to the problem.  
8. Friends of Borden Nature Reserve – Cllr. Baldock reported that the Friends held their Annual General Meeting recently.  They wish to circulate a leaflet to everyone in the Parish and to approach Kent County Council to ask what the future plans are for the Nature Reserve.
9. Memorial – Cllr. Lainton reported that letters on the memorial have ‘emerged’ and the work should be finished by the end of this month.
10. Swale Rural Forum – Meeting the end of August.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified 

1.    Village Greens – It was proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Bolas that the Parish Council commences the process of registering the area of land between the A2 and Grovehurst Park Avenue as a Village Green; agreed with 8 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.   









   Action:  Cllr. Baldock/Clerk            
10.
Planning Applications

1.    SW/13/0563 – Listed Building consent for internal works required to comply with bulding regulations including installation of gas flue terminal, chimney pots, extract ventilation, further flues, grilles and damp proof course – Forge House and Barrow House, The Street, Borden, ME9 8JN –  withdrawn
2.    SW/13/0563 – Listed Building consent for works to basement to create ventilation and installation of cast iron grilles – Forge House and Barrow House, The Street, Borden, ME9 8JN – withdrawn.  SW/13/0999 now replaces the above; Members had no objections to the original applications.
3.    SW/13/0794 – Rear extension – 47 Brier Road, Sittingbourne, ME10 1YJ – no objection.
4.    SW/13/0905 – Erect a Greenhouse – Borden Hall, Wises Lane, Borden, ME9 8LP - no objection.
5.    SW/13/0974 – Proposed Cedar Wood Octagonal Greenhouse – 1 Wrens Court, Sutton Barron Road, Borden, ME9 8LN - no objection.
11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Cllr. Baldock advised that there will be a Swale West Parishes Group meeting on the 23rd September, when there will be a discussion on telephone networks.  This meeting will be held at Swale House. 
2. Clerk to contact Tessa O’Sullivan to ascertain the current position regarding the housing needs survey.

Action: Clerk

12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 19th September, 2013, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 09.05 p.m.
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