BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 17th April, 2014 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. M. Downes



Cllr. J. Bolas





Cllr. J. Emery
Cllr. D. Roberts





Borough Cllr. Hampshire

Cllr. P. Paige





Lynda Fisher, Clerk 
Cllr. J. Hepburn





Mark Cheverton, KCC





1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs. Millican, Harrison, Baldock, Lainton and Tuck.
2.  
Public Time 

The Chairman welcomed Mark Cheverton, Kent County Council’s (KCC) Head of Estate Management.  Mark has attended to discuss the Parish Council’s proposed Village Green application relating to land to the front of properties in Grove Park Avenue.  He stated that much of the land, apart from a corner, is in the ownership of KCC; services run underneath and there are GPO boxes sited on it.  He had ascertained that this land is deemed as a highway and because of this classification a Village Green application is not likely to be accepted. He commented that the definition of a highway is somewhere where a person can pass and re-pass.  He added that if it is a highway it cannot be used for anything else, other than for highway purposes – you cannot develop on a highway.  At the present time Highways maintain the land and trees.  Members thanked Mark for his valuable and interesting input and agreed, based on this data, not to go ahead with the Village Green application.


Borough Cllr. Hampshire stated he has funding available and as we are now in the new financial year did the Parish Council have any projects in mind. 
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn; 2 abstentions the rest in favour, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 20th March, 2014, be signed as a true transcript.

Proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Downes, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on the 16th April, 2014 be signed as a true transcript.

4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllr. Emery – Item 10.3.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. S.106 Agreements – Agreed to write to Graeme Tuff, Swale’s Green Spaces Officer, asking if a decision on the £15,000 can be put on hold pending any appropriate development in Borden.  The Clerk to check on this on a six monthly basis.  

             



Action:  Clerk 
2. Parking along the Old A249, near The Tudor Rose Public House – Clerk to place this on May Agenda.








             Action:  Clerk
3. Borden in Bloom – Agreed not to go ahead with this this year, but to obtain residents’ views at the Borden Assembly in readiness for next year.



      Action:  Councillors/Clerk
6.
Correspondence

1. KALC: DCLG Consultation: S106 Consultation – Noted.
2. KALC: DCLG Consultation: Draft Transparency Code for Parish Councils with a turnover not exceeding £25,000 – Noted; does not apply to the Parish Council.
3. Thurnham Heritage Award 2014 – Noted; might be of use to the Heritage Group.
4. Clerks' Conference 2014 – Agreed Clerk to attend at a shared cost of £15 plus V.A.T.
5. Safe and Sensible Street Lighting - Part Night Lighting – Proposals noted.

6. KALC: 17 principal authorities refusing to pay over funding with relation to the Localisation of Council Tax Support Scheme – Noted.  Cllr. Paige commented that the KALC Swale Area Committee is meeting on a regular basis regarding this Council Tax Support.
7. KALC Membership Survey 2014 – Agreed Clerk to complete Survey.
7.
Finance 
1. The Playstool – Trees, damaged fencing and removal/replacement of Conifer Hedge – Agreed to leave removal of hedging until autumn.  All the Eucalyptus trees have now been felled following an inspection by Swale’s Tree Preservation Officer, who deemed them to be dangerous after damage caused by the storms.  Still awaiting a report on the condition of the Cherry Trees to the rear of No. 13 Homestead View; Clerk to chase.  
 


    
    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Replacement Street Lighting– Proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr Downes, all agreed, to accept B.W. May’s Option 2 quote for LED Version Tops, to replace all 30 columns/lamps within the Parish at a cost of £20,790.  It was also agreed that Cllr. Masters contact the firm to try to negotiate two extra columns to be located in The Street (Playstool area) at hopefully no extra cost.
 Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
3. KALC Subscription 2014/15 – Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Bolas; agreed to renew at a cost of £794.11p. 
4. Year-end Accounts, Asset Register, Financial Regulations and Standing Orders – The recommendations put forward by the Finance Committee at their meeting on the 16th April 2014 were agreed.  It was also agreed that the Clerk e-mail the complete set of accounts to the Committee each month as an extra means of backup in case of computer malfunction.


Action:  Clerk
5. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Paige; seconded by Cllr. Downes; Members agreed that the following cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st March, 2014 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	17.04.14
	102270
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele, Office use, Inks, mileage  March
	£24.81p

	17.04.14
	102271
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for April 2014
	£96.40p

	17.04.14
	102272
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – Mar 2014
	£396.20p

	17.04.14
	102273
	John England
	Expenses assoc. re. Inspection of the Playstool –March 14
	£20.00p

	17.04.14
	102274
	State Securities Plc
	Lighting Maintenance (PFL) Mar 2014
	£106.08p

	17.04.14
	102275
	McCabe Ford Williams
	Payroll Preparation to 31st March 2014
	£39.00p

	17.04.14
	102276
	K.A.L.C.
	Subscription Renewal 2014/15
	£794.11p

	17.04.14
	102277
	EDF Energy Customers Plc
	Feeder Pillar Energy Jan to Mar 2014
	£24.62p

	Eight cheques in total


Post-dated cheque to ensure payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.  The following payments were made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages March, 2014 - £357.80p 
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Finance Committee Minutes of the 16th April noted.


2. KALC – Next meeting in June.
3. Local Engagement Forum – Recently held, notes from the last meeting on Swale Borough Council’s website.
4. Borden Sports Association –Borden Football Club has won promotion, but now need to install toilets in the Pavilion.  The cost of the work is £4000; the F.A. will give a 50% grant (they are hoping to get £2000) and the club is looking for a contribution from the Council.  It was proposed by Cllr. Downes and seconded by Cllr. Evans, 1 abstention, agreed a grant of £1000.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – The report circulated by Cllr. Hepburn noted.  

6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas advised that the school is making good progress towards their next Ofsted Inspection.
7. Heritage – An event is coming up on the 4th June “Images of Borden”.  
8. Memorial – Boards are ready for collection.  It was agreed to let the Heritage Group, with the support of the Parish Council, arrange a date for the presentation of the boards.   
Action:  Cllrs. Lainton/Hepburn/Tuck
9. Swale Rural Forum – Nothing to report; Minutes on Swale Borough Council’s website.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified - None
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:

1. SW/14/0312 – Proposed side and rear extension – 152 Borden Lane, Borden, ME9 8HR – no objection.
2. SW/14/0368 – Minor single storey extension to rear for utility room and wet room – 25 Wises Lane, Borden, ME10 1YN – no objection.
3. SW/14/0291 – Installation of PV solar panels, replacement of existing summerhouse and erection of veranda – Norel, The Street, Borden, ME9 8JN – Cllr. Emery withdrew from the meeting.  Members raised no objection to this application.
4. SW/14/0297 – Single storey rear and side extension and extension to existing raised patio with ramp leading to existing car parking area – 66 Key Street, Sittingbourne, ME10 1YU – no objection.
5. SW/14/0356 – Proposed conversion of existing garage to form annex – 124a Borden Lane, Borden, ME9 8HR – no objection.
Determined applications:

1. SW/13/1192 – Variation of condition 1 of SW/11/1400 to allow stationing of two mobile homes – Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 7QB – Granted Permission.

2. SW/14/0107 – 1-2 Woodgate Cottages, Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 8JX - Proposal for new pitched roof to existing outbuilding with temporary permission for use of outbuilding for residential use during demolition and construction of new dwelling on site – Permission granted.

3. SW/13/1574 – Oad Irons, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8LB – Removal of main roof (rooms are within roof space) and addition of full height first floor and roof; single storey porch extension in front and new boundary wall on west and southern boundaries – Refused.
11.
Any Other Matters Arising – None.
12.
Next Meeting
The Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 15th May, 2014, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 09.30 p.m.
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