Speedwatch Volunteers
This is a call for volunteers to assist us with monitoring the speed of vehicles within our parish.

People speeding on our roads is not only anti-social, but dangerous. Conversations are being had all
over the parish everyday about the way people drive and the fact that people feel uncomfortable
and worried about driving, walking or cycling on our roads due to the manner of some peoples
driving, and especially while there are major diversions operating frequently on our roads locally.

There are generally 4 factors that contribute to people being killed or seriously injured in vehicle
collisions, and it is speeding that we will concentrate on.

1. Speeding

2. Drink / drug driving

3. Using a mobile phone while driving
4. Not wearing a seat belt

It is easy to drive at speed, but stopping becomes an issue if the driver is not adequately trained and
has a lawful reason to do so, such as the emergency services. Our roads have speed limits on them
for a reason and they take into account hazards, such as built up areas where there may be
pedestrians and schools or roadworks.

Some Statistics

Fatalities by road user type

The chart below shows fatalities for the year ending June 2022 for the 4 main road user
types: car occupants, pedestrians, motorcyclists and pedal cyclists.

In the year ending June 2022, 45% of fatalities were car occupants, 24% were pedestrians,
20% were motorcyclists and 6% were pedal cyclists.

Of these 4 road user types:

o the biggest percentage change compared to year ending June 2019 was for
pedestrians, which showed a 15% decrease.

o the other 3 road user types have returned to very similar fatality figures to pre-
pandemic levels.
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So volunteering to assist with Speedwatch is not about being a 'busy body' it is about helping the
local authorities and the Police to keep our roads safe and we all have some horror stories where we
know somebody who has been in a serious crash or those of us who have had some very near misses
while driving.

Research has shown that 80% of the risks taken are taken by 20% of the drivers. You can easily
identify a driver normally by using the 3 categories below:

Error makers: Those who don’t look (offending as a result of a mistake or error of judgement)
Lapsers: Those who don’t think (offending as a result of lack of knowledge or information or a lapse
in concentration)

Violators: Those who don’t care about breaking social and legal rules (habitually offending as a
result of selfishness and dangerous attitudes).

Nearly 2000 people were fatally injured last year and nearly 30,000 people seriously injured. All
injuries on the roads of the UK was a staggering 138,000 people, from killed to minor injuries. Not
only is this an eye watering number of people who should not have been hurt, but it also impacts on
our insurance premiums.
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As a former police officer | have far too often seen first-hand the devastation and the hurt that is
caused to families and communities when somebody takes it upon themselves to drive badly. Most
crashes could have been avoided!

If you noticed | do not use the word accident. An accident is an unforeseen event, most crashes
should have been foreseen and are not accidents and that is why there are laws to protect us on the
roads. If people did drive sensibly and within the speed limit we could help reduce the number of
people who are hurt on our roads.

If we monitor people’s speeds at various locations across our parish we can go some way to change
the attitudes of that minority who put us and our friends and families at risk.

If you wish to volunteer please feel free to drop me a line at roswalford@gmail.com and together we
could make a very real difference.
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