BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 19th September, 2013 
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1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Parish Cllrs. Bolas, Roberts and Downs and Borough Cllr. Randall.
2.  
Public Time – A resident from Wrens Road expressed concern regarding planning application SW/13/1104 (see Planning - Item 10.5) relating to a single storey extention at Wrens Oast.  The existing car park is normally full and at times this spills over into Sutton Baron Road, presumably when meetings are taking place, and is a hazard to other road users trying to negotiate the junction with Wrens road.  The resident felt that the proposed application could mean more cars and that the existing car park should be enlarged to cope with extra vehicles.   

SW/13/1104 – Proposed single storey side extension and alterations to existing Oast House – Wrens Oast, Wrens Road, Borden, ME9 8JE.  It was proposed that this item be brought forward for discussion following residents’ comments.  Cllr. Baldock referred to the fact that this has been discussed before and the issue of car parking.  Cllr. Harrison mentioned that there is already concern about existing parking

Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Paige, all agreed, the planning application be opposed on the grounds that it is likely to increase danger to the highway in the area due to increasing the on-road parking.  (Perhaps suggest the applicants approach the farmer to rent part of his land for parking?)

County Cllr. Baldock reported that the Highway Engineers had been to look at the issues in Danaway and hopefully there could be some progress on downgrading the old A249, so that it is no longer an ‘A’ road.  He has also highlighted the issue of reducing speed in that area; could reduce to 30 mph but would need to introduce more road furniture.  KCC are going to consult with residents on the prospect of yellow lines at the entrances to Westfield Gardens and Oak Close
Borough Cllr. Hampshire referred to grants for community projects; reminded that applications need to be in by the end of January 2014 and forms are on Swale Borough Council’s website.

3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige; all in favour, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 15th August, 2013, be signed as a true transcript.
4.
Declarations of interest – Cllrs Lainton, Tuck and Masters declared an interest in Item 7.1
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Parish Council Vacancies – Discussions took place with the two candidates, both of whom were of a high calibre.  Following a paper vote Elaine Tuck was co-opted onto the Parish Council; she duly signed the Acceptance of Office Form and was invited to join the meeting. 



2. Wrens Road Traffic Calming – KCC are currently undertaking a traffic survey.






                          
3. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – The trees are the responsibility of the Parish Council and it was agreed that the Clerk obtain a quote for an inspection from the same company that carried out work on The Playstool.




Action:  Clerk
A resident of Borden, John England, who has a background in Health and Safety, has volunteered to carry out inspections of The Playstool and submit a weekly report to the Clerk.  It was proposed by Cllr. Baldock, seconded by Cllr. Hepburn; 2 abstentions – agreed to enlist the help of this gentleman and to cover any expenses that he may incur.
4. Crash Barrier Adjacent to the Preschool – KCC have agreed to carry out a Road Restrain Risk Assessment Process (RRRAP), which will determine the requirement for a crash barrier in this location.
5. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Clerk awaiting an update on this.


Action:  Clerk
6. Community Governance Review - Swale – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Paige, all in favour, agreed to respond as per Cllr. Baldock draft:  
Borden PC fully supports the proposal to extend parochialisation across the Swale Borough area.

However, with regard to our own Parish, we consider that the area we currently cover is an identified rural village of Borden with several associated hamlets that have a historic link to the mother village. It is an extensive parish with disparate areas of settlement each with their own individual identities and concerns. The balance between these concerns and those of the village itself is a constant issue and whilst achievable under the current established Parish Council area, we do not feel that any significant extension of the boundary to take in large numbers of housing in other areas would be either desirable or democratically practical. 

 
We recognise the fact that we are now part of a 2 member Borough Ward, but do not feel that this ward represents a cohesive unit that could be parished as a single entity, and we would strongly resist any moves towards forcing such an arrangement upon us. To include these areas within the Borden Parish Council would change the nature of the Council and destroy its rural aspect. It would also shift the focus of the Parish Council in too many directions, and prevent communal cohesion.  The areas of the ward that fall outside of the Borden parish areas could best be served by forming a Town Council ward should Sittingbourne Town council be established. Alternatively, the separate areas could be amalgamated into separate Town Council Wards with adjacent Town Council Wards, such as Homewood or Chalkwell. The Gadby Road area could possibly become part of the Bobbing Parish Area if that council is so minded? 

 

Having said that, there are a couple of minor extensions we would like to propose which will clear up some previously overlooked anomalies, and these are indicated on the attached map. The purpose of these extensions is to bring the whole of the Maylam Gardens estate within the parish - at the moment some 20 or so houses cross the boundary with no means of road exit from the estate other than via the Parish - and to bring the small cluster of houses at the top of Cryalls Lane into the Parish with which they have a historic connection. 

7. Shaping the Future of Children’s Centres in Kent – Members were concerned that Investment was put in three or four years ago to establish these Children’s Centres and the Parish Council is aware that there will be a lot more housing in the area, which means a lot more children.  Due to the tight deadline, it was agreed that Cllr. Baldock draw up a draft response and circulate it to all Members for approval prior to submitting to KCC.




   Action:  Cllr. Baldock/Clerk
8. Swale Borough Local Plan Part 1:  Revised Consultation Draft July 2013.   Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Baldock; 8 in favour, two abstentions:  Agreed to respond as per Cllr. Baldock’s draft:

It is hard to see how this Local Plan could ever be delivered sensibly. There are several factors which need to be considered when looking at the overall picture it paints, and frankly they do not add up.

The housing concentration: By focussing the major part of their housing plans along the A249 corridor and on Sheppey, Swale is providing an unbalanced future housing strategy. They are leaving huge swathes of the Borough around Faversham and towards the East and South-East of the Borough – near Canterbury and Ashford – without sufficient housing to accommodate the population growth in this area that they predict. This also cuts the Borough off from opportunities in the Ashford area and in the East of the county.

The A249 is already well over capacity due to the housing concentration in this area over the past 10-15 years – the Meads and Iwade developments as well as considerable housing projects around Minster-on-Sea. There is daily gridlock around the Key St roundabouts and even worse congestion around the Stockbury roundabout / J5 of the M2. There are regular accidents already at this round-about and associated junction. The back roads are used as rat runs and even these are clogged up daily. There simply isn’t the capacity on these roads for another several thousand houses in this area. 

Without guaranteed financial commitment to a flyover / underpass at the Stockbury roundabout this Local Plan will bring a meltdown of the road network and exacerbate the already dreadful traffic conditions in the area.

The projected house requirements are far beyond what is needed for natural growth of the Borough as a whole. The type of housing likely – based on that of the past 15 years – will be overwhelmingly above the affordability of most Swale residents. This means that Swale is effectively building for people migrating into the area, whilst failing to provide adequate affordable housing for people already living here. This is nonsensical. It also means that most of the people moving into the borough will be commuting to work – largely in London. This replicates the pattern of the past 10 years. Getting to Sittingbourne railway station is already difficult due to the weight of traffic on the A2 and associated roads, and although slightly alleviated by the recent northern relief road, this benefit will soon be lost with the new house building. A proposal for metro rail stops at Bobbing and Bapchild which could have helped alleviate this gridlock in Sittingbourne centre does not seem to be supported by Swale Borough Council. 

There is already huge pressure on school places in Swale, and a new school is needed for the existing population. The amount of new schooling that will be required by this Plan is quite horrendous, given that the existing schools have been expanded way beyond comfortable limits and there are few areas where so many new schools could be put. 

The suggested J5a of the M2 – serving as a private link-road to Kent Science Park is an absurdity and a total red-herring. The claims that Kent County Council has committed expenditure to this project do not seem to be borne out by any documents, meeting minutes, or by verbal clarification with the KCC Cabinet Member David Brazier. Swale Borough Council highlights the fatally flawed nature of their own proposals by including this highly misleading and spurious claim. For them to give it a 5 year period for completion from now is manifestly false. They do themselves admit elsewhere in the document that it would be undeliverable without massive housing to support it. Their own proposal is contradictory!

There is also an issue with the assumption that between 70-80% of the housing will be completed within the next ten years, with a significant amount built in the first 5 years. Apart from this failing to provide a steady stream of new housing over the period, it depends upon a highly speculative and very unlikely recovery in the economy. For this level of house building a rate of housing not seen in the previous decade would need to be sustained. This would require not just a recovery in the economy, but a return to the sort of growth witnessed about 10 years ago. This is in stark contrast to the predictions of anyone outside of Swale Borough Council.

Basically, the whole plan is riven with faults, reckless speculation, inconsistency and an insistence on its ability to deliver that is beyond optimistic.  It needs rejecting in its entirety and a sensible, realistic and deliverable Local Plan put in its place, with more affordable housing and dissipated across the whole borough, and a guarantee of proper infrastructure to meet existing demand let alone that created by the new Plan.
9. Consultation on Swale Borough Council’s Draft Local First Policy – Agreed Cllr. Paige to e-mail out a response.






                  Action:  Cllr. Paige
10. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk has sent a witness statement to the Insurers together with an e-mail from Kent Police and is awaiting a response.  


Action:  Clerk
11. Village Greens – Clerk has obtained an application form:  Cllr. Baldock to obtain witness statements.  








   Action: Cllr. Baldock/ Clerk
6.
Correspondence
1. Friends of Borden Nature Reserve Litter Pick – Everything in hand; a Risk Assessment has been received; details of volunteers will be forwarded to the Clerk and Swale’s Cleansing section are liaising direct with a representative from the Friends.  The Litter Pick will take place on the 28th September.
2. Key Street Yellow Lines Consultation – Swale Borough Council – Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Evans, all in favour; Cllrs. Masters and Bolas to respond (consulting with Cllr. Baldock).  






   Acton:  Cllr. Masters/Bolas/Baldock
3. DCLG Consultation – Grater Flexibilities for Change of Use – Agreed to support KALC’s response.
4. DCLG Consultation – Updated National Waste Planning Policy:  Planning for sustainable Waste Management – Agreed to support KALC’s response.
5. Swale Borough Council Draft Economic Development Strategy 2013-2016 – Agreed Cllr. Paige to draft a response and bring back to the October Meeting.


   Action:  Cllr. Paige
6. Judicial Review – Lightening the Load?  Informative letter from KCC’s Legal Section noted.

7. Swale Cycle Strategy – Noted.
7.
Finance 
1. Borden Fete Committee request for Donation 2014 – Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Evans; 5 agreed; 3 declared an interest, 2 abstained; agreed to donate the sum of £1500 for 2014.  










Action: Clerk


2. Parish Hall Gas Box Quotation – Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Evants, all agreed to accept the quotation from B & K Masters, for the sum of £774 (including V.A.T. reclaimable) for safety work to protect the gas meter at Borden Parish Hall.
3. Insurance Renewal 2013/14 – Agreed to accept the quote from Came and Company for the sum of £4464.40p (includes Parish Hall).  
4. Quote for removal of vegetation obscuring Parish light adjacent to Danaway Farm – A quote for £120 plus V.A.T. has been received from the Parish Council’s contractors.  Clerk to ascertain if the verge is in the ownership of KCC.    





             Action:  Clerk
5. Flail Hedges, etc. Woodland Area – Proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige, all agreed to accept the quotation from Mr. Bartholomew of £90 plus V.A.T., and to pay £12 per hour for attendance by Steve Wakeling to ensure public safety during cutting. 
6. Communal Garden – Defer till March 2014.





Action:  Clerk
7. KALC Chairmanship Conference 2nd October 2014 – Proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Paige, all agreed the Chair or Vice-Chair to attend the Conference at a cost of £72, this includes V.A.T. which is reclaimable.
8. ROSPA Inspection and Repairs to The Playstool – ROSPA’s report noted and Cllr. Masters has items that need remedial work in hand.
9. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Paige abd seconded by Cllr. Evans; 2 abstentions; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st August, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	19.09.13
	102196
	PFL Electrical Limited
	Lighting Maintenance – August
	£106.08p

	19.09.13
	102197
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele/Broadband, Office use and mileage
	£27.47p

	19.09.13
	102198
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  October 2013
	£89.60p

	19.09.13
	102199
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – August, 2013
	£420.20p

	19.09.13
	102200
	Four Jays Ltd.
	Weekly Toilet Service, The Playstool; August 2013
	£21.60p

	19.09.13
	102201
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	External Audit of Annual Return Y/E 31 March 2013
	£240.00p

	19.09.13
	102202
	Royal British Legion 
	Playstool signs re Dogs and Gate
	£110.83p

	19.09.13
	102203
	Steve Wakeling
	Third Quarter re maintenance of The Playstool
	£371.25p

	19.09.13
	102204
	G.A. Newton
	Recut and Clean Borden War Memorial
	£2000.00p

	19.09.13
	102205
	Playsafety Limited
	Annual Inspection of  The Playstool Recreation Ground 2013
	£128.40p

	19.09.13
	102206
	B&K Masters & Son
	Supply and fit two new seats to junior swing
	£354.75p

	19.09.13
	102207
	B&K Masters & Son
	Safety work to protect gas meter at Borden Parish Hall
	£774.00p

	19.09.13
	102208
	Broker Network Ltd
	Insurance Premium (incs. Hall) 2013/14
	£4464.40p

	Thirteen cheques in total


Post-dated cheque raised in order that the Clerk can ensure the payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payment was made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages August 2013 - £357.80p.
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Nothing to report.
2. KALC – Minutes of the recent meeting can be viewed on KALC website. 
3. Local Engagement Forum – Details circulated.  
4. Borden Sports Association – There should be a meeting soon.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Nothing to report.
6. Borden School – Nothing to report.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that the stone memorial work has been completed and ‘words’ can be read.  He thanked Borough Cllr. Nicholas and the Parish Council for monetary contributions.  The glitch with the website is now serious, but hopefully will be resolved soon.  
8. Friends of Borden Nature Reserve – Planning to carry out a litter pick on the nature reserve on the 28th September, 2013. 
9. Memorial – Work is progressing; the boards have now been made in Oak; given 5 coats of varnish and are now waiting for the words.
10. Swale Rural Forum – Nothing to report.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified   
10.
Planning Applications

1. SW/13/1055 – Ground Floor rear extension, internal alterations, new porch at front of dwelling and garage to the rear – 51 Wises Lane, Borden, ME10 1YN – Members raised no objections to this application
2. SW/13/0922 – Erection of one metre high chain link fence – 19 Maylam Gardens, Borden, ME10 1GA – Members raised no objections to this application.
3. SW/13/1072 – New single storey garages – Bowl Reed, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8JX – Members raised no objections to this application.

4. SW/13/1071 –Replacement of existing cottages with new five bedroomed detached dwelling and garage with associated parking – Woodgate Farm Cottages, Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 8JX – Members raised no objections to this application.

5. SW/13/1104 – Proposed single storey side extension and alterations to existing Oast House – Wrens Oast, Wrens Road, Borden, ME9 8JE – Members raised objections to this application - see objection comments under Item 2, paragraph 2.

6. SW/13/1122 – Erection of metal cage – St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church, The Street, Borden, ME9 8JR – Members raised no objections to this application.
7. SW/13/0827 – Proposed single storey swim/spa annexe – Thatch Cottage, Wises Lane, Borden, ME9 8LP – Refused by Swale Borough Council 

8. APP/V2255/A/13/2191494 (SW/12/1292) – Sunnyhill Farm, Munsgore Lane, Borden, ME9 8JT:  Appeal dismissed.
11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Clerk advised that the Annual Return has now been received from Littlejohn External Auditors and all appears fine.  She will place this on the October Agenda.



 Action: Clerk
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 17th October, 2013, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 10.3 p.m.
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