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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20™ FEBRUARY 2025

‘BORDEN

meeting started at 19:12 due to the Clerks IT issues

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Small, Cllr Steadman, Clir Hepburn.
In attendance: Clir Bolas, Clir Butlin, Cllr Baldock, ClIr Harrison, Cllr Jemmett, Cllr Palmer,
Cllr Sims, Cllr Smith, Cllr Tumber.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
e Parish Hall: Cllr Bolas

e The Pavilion: Cllr Sims

e Planning applications: Clir Baldock

e Planning Application 25/500527/TPOA: Clir Tumber

e Borden Village Football Club: Clir Tumber

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chair had no announcements.

TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16" January 2025 (Appx A).
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting on 16 January 2025, which were signed by the Chair.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION - The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed
10 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting, a member of the public shall not speak for more than
3 minutes. A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman
of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given.

Police/PCSO: Responses to the Clerk’s recent emails have been received from the beat P.C.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will contact the inspector to inquire why the beat officer is not attending meetings
or responding to emails.

Parishioners: There were none in attendance.

County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).

Clir Baldock: A report was received before the meeting.

Cllr Baldock raised concerns about the intensity of the lights at Westlands School. He proposed that the Parish
Council send a letter to the Environment Section at Swale Borough Council (SBC), addressing the lights and their
impact on wildlife and residents.

It was RESOLVED to approve writing to the Environment Section at SBC, regarding the lights at Westlands School,
with the Clerk to send a draft to Clir Baldock for approval.

It was RESOLVED to send a separate letter to Westlands School to inform them that the Parish Council would be
writing to the Borough Council about the lighting.

Clir Baldock inquired about updates regarding the new junction at Oad Street/Danaway.
It was noted that concerns regarding the lack of sightlines from Maidstone Road at the new junction had been
raised with KCC Highways, and been added to the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP).

Clir Cavanagh: A report was received before the meeting.

Clir Cavanagh noted that Bobbing has had similar issues with the beat officers. A brief update on KCC devolution
was also shared. ClIr Baldock added that the boundary review process is still ongoing.

ClIr Bolas raised concerns about street litter, stating that the new system does not seem to be effective. When
issues are reported, they say that contractors will deal with it straight away, but often after two weeks, there is
still nothing done.

Cllr Cavanagh advised emailing her directly with these issues for follow-up. It was also mentioned that Suez

operates a street cleaning machine, but Clir Bolas pointed out that the machine does not clean the verges where
much of the litter accumulates.
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180. To resolve to exclude the press and public on agenda item 185ai, to receive an update from the Wises Lane
Monitoring Group regarding the closed confidential session of the January meeting.
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from agenda item 185ai and enter into a closed session to
discuss a confidential update from the WLMG.

181. FINANCE

a. Toapprove the accounting statements and bank reconciliation, which include the general and earmarked
reserves as of 31°* January 2025 (Appx B).
It was RESOLVED to approve the accounting statements, bank reconciliation and earmarked reserves as of
31% January 2025, which was signed by the Chair.

b. To review and agree to the budget vs actual report as of 31 January 2025.
It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as of 31 January 2025.

c. To approve the following BACS list of accounts for payment in February 2025.
It was RESOLVED to approve the BACs list of accounts for payment in February 2025, noting the change in the
payment amount to ICO from £40 as shown on the below payment list to £35, the actual amount taken. The
Unity inter-account transfer was also approved for £20,000.00 (not the noted £40,000.00).

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Staff Payroll Staff salary £ 1,014.14 | n/a £ 1,014.14
HMRC Payroll PAYE £ 339.50 | n/a £ 339.50
Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses £ 25.00 | n/a £ 25.00
Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance Centenary & Memorial Gdns Maintenance £ 570.60 | £ 95.10 | £ 475.50
Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet Cleaning - Aug £ 173.33 | n/a £ 173.33
J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections £ 60.00 | n/a £ 60.00
JNC Architecture New Playstool Toilet Architect professional fee £ 330.00 | n/a £ 330.00
Gransden Construction New Playstool Toilet Certificate 03 £ 6,437.82 | £ 1,072.97 | £ 5,364.85
Steve Wakeling Open Spaces Hedge cut back for CCTV view £ 199.99 | n/a £ 199.99
Steve Wakeling Open Spaces Prune trees for playstool gate access £ 96.00 | n/a £ 96.00
Steve Wakeling Open Spaces Bench repair - play area £ 439.71 | n/a £ 439.71
Borden Parish Hall Admin Hall hire - 18/01/2024 £ 28.80 | n/a £ 28.80
Treecraft Open Spaces Tree maintenance - various £ 2,230.00 | n/a £ 2,230.00
|Total BACS payments £ 11,944.89 | £ 1,168.07 | £10,776.82
Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Information Commissioner's Offic] Office Subscriptionsq £ 40.00 | n/a £ 40.00
Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge £ 18.17 | £ 3.03 | £ 15.14
Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website £ 11.99 | £ 2.00 | £ 9,99
02 Office Mobile £ 14.35 | £ 2.39 | £ 11.96
EE Office Broadband £ 2071 | £ 3.45 | £ 17.26
EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply £ 33.58 | £ 1.60 | £ 31.98
N Power Utilities Electricity - Unmetered supply £ 180.92 | £ 8.62 | £ 172.30
Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card £ 351.26 | £ 49.71 | £ 301.55
|Total DD payments £ 670.98 | £ 70.80 | £ 600.18
Credit Card Payments

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Euroloos Open Spaces Toilet servicing - o1bec-31Dec 24 £ 159.41 | £ 26.57 | £ 132.84
Amaon Health & Safety Defib batteries - Hall £ 32.12 | £ 535 | £ 26.77
Eco Green Communities Open Spaces General repairs/maintenance £ 88.20 | £ 14.70 | £ 73.50
Euroloos Open Spaces Toilet servicing - long hose service 30/01 £ 12.00 | £ 2.00 | £ 10.00
Ebay New Playstool Toilet Floor sheet £ 49.99 | n/a £ 49.99
Cleaning Supplies 4U New Playstool Toilet Sanitary £ 78.54 | £ 13.09 | £ 65.45
Euroloos Open Spaces Credit note (2 x missed services) -£ 72.00 |-£ 12.00 |-£ 60.00
Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee £ 3.00 | n/a £ 3.00
Total Credit Card £ 351.26 | £ 49.71 | £ 301.55
Bank Charges and Transfers

Bank Charges Unity Monthly service charge due 31/01/25 £ 9.30 | n/a £ 9.30
Bank internal transfer Unity Unity Current - Unity Instant Access £ 40,000.00 | n/a £ 40,000.00

d. Following the October resolution (item 116g), a £15,000 National Lottery Community Grant has been secured for
a new inclusive roundabout at the Playstool children’s play area. Combined with the £1,716 KCC Members Grant
from ClIr Baldock, this funding will enable the purchase and installation of the previously selected roundabout. In
accordance with The National Lottery’s terms and conditions, advertising of the grant is required, and approval is
sought for the wording and placement of the announcement.

Clir Baldock reminded that the KCC Members Grant should also be acknowledged.

It was RESOLVED to approve the draft advertisement for the National Lottery Community Fund, adding an
acknowledgement for the KCC Members grant from ClIr Baldock. This notice will be displayed on the Parish
notice boards, website and Facebook page.

e. Now funding has been secured, approval is sought to go ahead with the Purchase and installation of the new
‘Accessible Whirl’ roundabout as chosen by the School Council and agreed on in the October resolution (item
116g).

It was RESOLVED to approve the use of the National Lottery Community Grant and the KCC Members Grant to
purchase and install the 'Accessible Whirl' inclusive roundabout. Consideration needs to be given to the
roundabout installation timing, which should be before the toilet contractors return to level and reseed the
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Playstool entrance area to avoid further disruption to the ground. Clir Sims will inform the School Council that
their chosen roundabout will be installed.

f.  Approval is sought to set up a direct debit for PHS, to take payment for the new Playstool Toilet sanitary and
baby change bins servicing.

It was RESOLVED to approve the direct debit to PHS for sanitary services at the Playstool toilet.

g. To review quotes received for removing ivy from the trees at the Playstool and agree on the preferred option.
The Clerk confirmed that the advert was placed on the BARK website and three local contractors also
approached, but only two quotes had been received by the cut-off date.

Clir Baldock questioned whether removing the ivy was necessary for biodiversity. Clir Bolas explained that the
ivy infestation is severe, causing wind blow and tension stress, and that its growth rate exceeds that of the trees.
Additionally, the trees are close to houses and could fall into gardens if not addressed, as has been observed

recently at the Playstool.
It was RESOLVED to approve quote number one for £150.00 from Treecraft to remove the ivy from the Playstool
trees.

182. PLANNING MATTERS

a. Todiscuss Fernham Home’s request (the developer of land at Riddles Road Planning Application:
24/503677/FULL), regarding financial contributions (see also planning item 168/5), and consider the Parish
Council’s response.
A general discussion took place regarding the matter. It was agreed that any mitigation proposals should be
submitted to the Borough Council for consideration. Regarding the drainage issue for the Playstool pitch, it was
noted that while the developers may be willing to offer assistance, this should also be pursued through the
Borough Council.
It was RESOLVED to write to SBC, requesting that, should the planning application be granted, any section 106
financial contribution be allocated to drainage for the Playstool sports pitches and recreational area, with an
estimate to be provided within the next three weeks. As Chair of the Borden Sports Association, Clir Sims will
obtain the estimated costings.
It was RESOLVED that a meeting with Fernham Homes was not an option, as all matters should be addressed
through the Borough Council.

b. To discuss Taylor Wimpey's request to meet with the Parish Council regarding Ufton Court Farm - Planning
Application (22/505646/0UT).
A general discussion took place regarding Taylor Wimpey’s request to meet with the Parish Council about the
Ufton Court Farm development. It was noted that the planning application had already been approved at appeal.
As they are now seeking input on the design, the Parish Council meeting with them could provide an opportunity
to secure benefits for the parish, such as the inclusion of a wildlife corridor in the design. Concerns were raised
about transparency and ensuring public involvement in the process.

ClIr Sims proposed a delegation with no powers meet with Taylor Wimpey to see what they are offering and
bring it back to the Parish Council to make a decision.

It was RESOLVED to arrange a date for a meeting with Taylor Wimpey through a delegation from the Parish
Council, with no decision-making powers, to gather information on their proposals and bring it back to the Parish
Council for further consideration. The delegation will consist of Cllr Baldock, Clir Bolas and the Clerk

Clir Baldock left the meeting before the planning item at 20:23

183.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS - view on_http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/

Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a formal

consultation for the Parish Council.

1) Application: 24/505284/FULL: Grid: 586024/162762: Proposal: Erection of part single, part two storey rear
extension with internal alterations, insertion of dormer windows and creation of principle entrance with
porch over to front elevation. Birch Tree Cottage Maidstone Road Borden Kent ME9 7QA.

Consultation comments are due by 215 February 2025.
It was RESOLVED not to object to this application.
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2) Application: 25/500207/SUB Grid: 588126/164212: Address: Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent
ME10 1YU Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 28 (Dust Suppression) in relation to
planning permission 17/500727/0UT.

There was no comment on this application

3) Application: 25/500162/FULL: Conversion and change of use of existing detached disused and abandoned
former light industrial workshop into a three bedroom dwelling (C3) and conversion and change of use of
existing adjacent detached former associated office and store (previously hay barn) currently disused into a
home office to be used for the dwelling occupier including part demolition of existing commercial workshop
and installation of a sewage treatment plant and EV charging point (Resubmission 22/505870/FULL).
Address: Light Industrial Unit (Disused) Land Adjacent To Pebble Court Farm Woodgate Lane Borden Kent
MES 7QB.

Consultation comments are due by 25" February 25.
It was RESOLVED to not object to this application.

4) Application: 25/500291/TCA Grid: 587557/163848 Address: 2 Oldestede Chestnut Street Borden Kent MES
8DA Proposal: Conservation area notification: Fell one Pine tree.

It was RESOLVED to have no objection to this application subject to the work being agreed by the tree
conservation officer from the Borough Council.

5) Application: 24/503677/FULL Erection of 38 no. residential dwellings, together with associated two access
points, open space, landscaping, drainage, and infrastructure works and the provision of car parking for
allotment users. Address: Land Off Riddles Road Sittingbourne Kent.

Consultation comments are due by 7" March 25.

The Chair allowed Clir Cavanagh to speak who advised that Riddles Road would be closed at the College
Road end.

Cllr Jemmett suggested that clarification on the closure of Riddles Road be asked for.

Cllr Sims read out the previous objections to review.

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council’s previous objections still stand and they seek further clarification
on access two and frow Riddles Road and any closures that will be made or one-way access directions. The
Parish Council request that this matter be brought before the Planning Committee.

6) Application: 25/500527/TPOA TPO application to crown reduce one Beech (T1) in height from 12m to 10m
and spread from 8.5m to 6.5m. Crown lift tree to 2.5m to allow cars to pass easily underneath.
Address: 1 The Rise Borden Kent ME9 8HY.

Consultation comments are due by 6th March 25.

Clir Tumber has an interest so will not vote on this application.

It was RESOLVED to have no objection to this application subject to the work being agreed by the tree
conservation officer from the Borough Council.

7) Application: 25/500528/PN14J Grid: 588348/161760 Address: Wrens Oast Wrens Road Borden Kent ME9
8JE. Proposal: Prior notification for the installation of photovoltaic panels to south east facing first floor roof

slope. For its prior approval to: -Design and external appearance of the development -3 The impact of glare
on occupiers of neighbouring land.

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application.
8) Application: 25/500532/TCA Grid: 588723/162726 Address: Harmans Corner The Street Borden Kent ME9

8JH Proposal: Conservation Area Notification: T1 Beech - Large limb to be removed back to trunk to create a
more balanced and even tree.

It was RESOLVED to have no objection to this application subject to the work being agreed by the tree
conservation officer from the Borough Council.

Clir Baldock returned to the meeting at 20:47
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184.  BUSINESS ITEMS
a. The Borden Broadside - To discuss items for the next edition.
It was RESOLVED to send all items for the Broadside, including those listed below to Clir Baldock by 7" March 25:
e Loneliness and social isolation
e The new Playstool toilet
e VE Day 80 event
o Heritage
e The Borden Fete Committee
e The Dawn chorus walk
e Highways - map of the new 20mph scheme
e Lottery & KCC grant for new inclusive roundabout
b. The Harmans Corner signpost - To discuss the heritage status and its implications.
The response from Swale was reviewed and noted.
c. Christmas Light Switch on 2025 - To consider the Borden Fete Committee’s response regarding the event.
The Borden Fete Committee’s response was reviewed and discussed.
It was RESOLVED to confirm with the Borden Fete Committee that the Parish Council has agreed to their
proposal to organise a smaller light switch-on event, on the 23rd November 2025.
d. Playstool toilet servicing - To receive an update on the issues regarding the toilet servicing.
The Clerk provided an update that the toilet has not been serviced since 19 November 24 due to various
reasons, including the wet weather and restricted access when contractors were working at the Playstool. An

out-of-order notice has been placed on the door and Euroloo’s will attempt to service the toilet again on Friday
21% February 25.

185. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES

a. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on available updates. The report can be
viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Cllr Jemmett gave a verbal update on his report. Questions were raised regarding, the Borden missing sign,

pothole locations and sizes, Platinum Way 6’'6’width restrictions and the Wises Lane road sign, which the WLMG
will raise with BDW.

Clir Harrison left the meeting at 21:16 and returned at 21:18

It was RESOLVED to contact KCC Highways to confirm whether Platinum Way is still subject to the current
Borden 6’6" width restriction in Borden.

i With the approval of the Full Council under item 180, to enter into closed session.
As per the resolution under item 180, the meeting entered into a closed session at 21:19 to receive an

update from the WLMG on the confidential matter discussed during the closed session in January 2025.
It was RESOLVED to allow Borough Clir Cavanagh to remain at the meeting.

The closed session ended at 21:34 and a comfort break was taken before the normal meeting resumed at
21:48.

ii.  To consideritems for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.

The Parish Council raised the following questions under above item 185a, which will be sent to BDW via the
WLMG:

1. The Borden sign is missing.

2. Potholes: Where are they located, and what are their measurements?

3. 6’6" width restrictions: Are they being enforced on Platinum Way?

4. Wises Lane road sign: Clarify to BDW that it is SBC, not KCC, responsible for the road sign.
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b. New Build Playstool Convenience Committee: To receive a progress report and consider any recommendations
from the Committee from meetings since this agenda was published. The reports can be viewed at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.

The provisional toilet opening date has been agreed as Thursday 27t February 11:00 a.m., this is dependent on
the leak being repaired. The toilet will open with the temporary CCTV camera in place. With the permanent ones
being installed by the end of March.

Clir Sims proposed that an article for the press was approved.

It was RESOLVED that Clir Sims would draft an article for the local paper, and it will also be added to the Parish

Council’s website and Facebook page.
c. Nature Reserve: To receive an update on the status of the new lease.

ClIr Bolas provided an update, informing the council that following the correspondence sent by the Parish
Council from the January 25, meeting (item 170b), KCC had requested a call to clarify the agenda requirements
for a face-to-face meeting. Cllr Bolas explained the technical issues in detail during a call on 30™ January, which
was also attended by Clir Butlin and the Clerk. Notes from the call were shared with the full council before the
meeting.
Clir Sims proposed a vote of thanks to the Nature Reserve Group for their ongoing work regarding the lease
renewal.
It was RESOLVED to approve the vote of thanks.

d. VE Day 80 Group: To receive an update on the event planning progress. The report can be viewed at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Clir Jemmett gave a progress update and will send the event advertisement banner measurements for the Clerk
for orderering. The TeN’s needs to be completed along with the risk assessment. The estimated cost of the event
will be approximately £716. Clir Jemmett has spoken to Clir Baldock and ClIr Cavanagh regarding £300 Members
grants. Clir Baldock mentioned that he would run a pub quiz and donate the proceeds towards the VE Day
event.
It was confirmed as agreed at the January meeting (item 170c)that the 2025/26 budget for VE day would be
increased by £300 and the general contingency budget reduced by the same.

i.  No waiting cones - approval is requested to purchase cones for the Parish Council to keep and use at events.
It was RESOLVED to approve the purchase of 8 - 12 no-waiting cones to be stored in the footballer's
container, with a budget of up to £200.00. Ideally, the signs will be customised to include ‘Borden Parish
Council’ on them.

ii. A Union flag for VE Day — approval is requested to purchase a flag to be hoisted on the church tower.

After discussing the possibility of the Parish Council purchasing a new flag, Clir Smith informed the Parish

Council that the church is already considering purchasing a flag for VE Day. Therefore, it was agreed to
withdraw this item.

186. HIGHWAYS
a. Toreceive an update on new guidance on community consultation.

Clir Bolas gave an update on the community consultation guidance document which had been shared before the
meeting.

187. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

a. The Parish Council is asked to consider accepting an offer from the Borden Wildlife Group Committee to install
signs at all entrances to the Nature Reserve, subject to the Parish Council’s approval of the wording. The signs
will address key issues, such as no shooting, no motorbikes, no camping, no fires, and keeping dogs under
control. A range of signs would be installed, including A4 laminated signs around the perimeter, with larger,
more robust signs at the main gates and entrances.
22:26 Standing Orders were suspended.
It was RESOLVED to install metal signs at the 4 main entrances. Clir Smith will provide an update to the Parish

Council on the Wildlife Group’s prepared contribution. The Clerk will obtain costings for the signs, and Clir Smith
will share suggestions of companies that can supply them.

83|Page

Initia B



BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

188. CORRESPONDENCE

a. To review correspondence and agree on any further actions to be taken.
The correspondence was reviewed and the Clerk provided a draft response for item 6 which had multiple issues
raised.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s draft response was sent to the resident.

b. To receive an update on the letter sent to KCC Ecology on 4™ November requesting a review of amendments to
planning application 24/502787/SUB. November minutes (item 140c).
An update has still not been received.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would log a formal complaint to KCC via their online portal.

¢. Kent & Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy - To consider completion of the public consultation.
Cllr Bolas has responded individually.
It was agreed that as ClIr Bolas has responded individually he would compile the response on behalf of the Parish
Council.

d. KALC Civility and Respect Pledge - To consider agreeing to and signing the pledge.
It was RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting due to time restraints.

e. To note that letters have been sent to both Arriva & Stage Coach bus companies requesting that they remove
their timetables from bus stops through Borden.

189. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).
a. Kent Association of Local Councils — reports circulated as received.
i.  To consider an application for the Parish Council Support Scheme Round 3, as detailed in a KALC email.
It was RESOLVED not to apply for the scheme, but to include the information about it in the Borden Broadside
for awareness.
b. Borden Sports Association — Cllr Sims. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Cllr Tumber has taken on the role of the Borden Village Football Club Secretary.
c. Borden Parish Hall = Cllr Hepburn. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
i.  To discuss the Parish Council filing cabinets and contents located in the Parish Hall Barrow Room.

It was RESOLVED to write to Larissa Reed to ask if the Parish Council can store paperwork at the SBC Office, Clir
Butlin to draft the email.

d. Borden Heritage Group — ClIr Harrison. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
e. Western Area Committee — Cllr Butlin.

190. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
There were no items for information.

The meeting ended at 22:58: THE NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON 20™ MARCH 2025

The Minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair:
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