BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 20th March, 2014 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. K. Lainton



Cllr. E. Harrison




Cllr. Millican
Cllr. D. Roberts





Borough Cllr. Hampshire

Cllr. P. Paige





Borough Cllr. Randall
Cllr. J. Hepburn





Lynda Fisher, Clerk
Cllr. M. Baldock




1 Parishioner
1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs. Bolas, Downes, Evans, Tuck and Emery.
2.  
Public Time 

The Parishioner referred to a Conifer tree that is causing a problem; the neighbours have agreed to try and get a Tree Surgeon to look at it. Cllr. Nicholas commented that this matter is with Swale’s Planning Department at the moment and he will let the resident know the outcome.  

Borough Cllr. Hampshire mentioned Starveacre Lane, which despite its condition is actually a road. There is some confusion because pedestrians are treating it as a footpath; he wondered if some sort of warning signage could be erected.

County Cllr. Baldock has been approached regarding parking in the Wises Lane and Dental Close area; he will survey local residents to get their views and report back to the Parish Council.  He advised that the yellow lines along Danaway have been supported by the Joint Transportation Board and hopefully should be actioned in the next set of works. 
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn; 1 abstention the rest in favour, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 20th February, 2014, be signed as a true transcript.

4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – None.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Goods Vehicle Operators Licence – Hooks Hole – Cllr. Roberts has spoken to Swale’s Planning Section and they are taking the matter up; the Clerk has written to the Traffic Commissioners Office.     
            







2. Gas Works and possible impact on Borden Fete 2014 – Cllr. Baldock has spoken to the contractors and they have promised they will not block the Fete or the road.  Cllr. Hampshire advised that site access will be needed the Monday before and up to the 23rd for the funfair. 




3. Parish Meeting (Borden Assembly) – Agreed 2nd August, 2014, 13.00 to 16.00.  Clerk to draft a Flyer and Cllr. Baldock kindly volunteered to distribute the leaflets.       Action: Cllr. Baldock/Clerk
4. S.106 Agreements – Response from Graeme Tuff, Green Spaces Officer at Swale Borough Council noted; Clerk to check with him as to whether the land he refers to is the area next to the first house and to place this on the April Agenda.
             





Action:  Clerk 
5. Parking along the Old A249, near The Tudor Rose Public House – Clerk to place this on April Agenda.








             Action:  Clerk
6.
Correspondence

1. Swale Borough Local Plan:  Part 2 – issues and options consultation for Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock, seconded by Cllr. Paige, 7 in favour, agreed to respond that Borden Parish Council would prefer one or two pitch sites across the Borough, but do not agree that they should be put on new developments.    
2. KALC; Sustainable Communities Act – noted.
3. KALC: South and South East in Bloom – Noted.
4. KALC - Sevenoaks Town Council Submission to Sustainable Communities Act (Ref 52f9f9e23c3c4) - needing local council support – Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Baldock, agreed to support Sevenoaks in their submission.
5. KALC Repeal of S.150 Of the LGA 1972 – Changes to signatories arrangements noted.
6. Review of Polling Districts – Noted.
7. Local Audit & Accountability Act - Openness of Local Government Bodies Draft Regulations –Concerns were raised about the proposal to film meetings, the potential impact this could have on Parishioners attending and the future filling of Parish Councillor Vacancies. 
8. Crash Barrier – School Lane – It would appear that Amey is carrying out a road survey/assessment of the area in question.  Cllr. Roberts commented that the crash barrier near Hooks Hole Cottage has never been replaced, despite KCC promising to do this.  Clerk has reported this to KCC.
9. Help with Memorial Boards – The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council design a certificate of thanks, which will be given to everyone who has contributed information for the Memorial Boards; this was seconded by Cllr. Hepburn; all agreed.
10. Parking for residents on Oad Street – Borough Cllr. Hampshire believes the PCSO has done a survey on parking and speeding issues in this area but he does not have the outcome details.  Members hope that a planning application relating to the Plough and Harrow will come forward at which time parking can be looked at.  It was agreed to monitor the situation and the Clerk to write to Inspector Evan Jones, Kent Police, bringing this matter to his attention.



Action:  Clerk
7.
Finance 
1. The Playstool – Trees, damaged fencing and removal/replacement of Conifer Hedge – Clerk to place this item on the May Agenda.        
 


    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Replacement Street Lighting– Two quotes received; one from KCC and one from B.W. May.  Clerk to obtain further details from B.W. May and bring this item back to the April meeting
Action:  Clerk
3. Interactive Sign Wrens Road; increased cost – Proposed by Cllr. Masters and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn, 1 abstention, Members formally agreed the extra cost of £433.50p.  Due to land ownership issues it now looks as though KCC will install the sign on the right hand side of the road coming from Bannister Hill towards Wrens Road, facing Bannister Hill.  Cllr. Harrison thought residents will be disappointed with this decision. 
4. Borden in Bloom – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; all in favour; agreed to advertise this on the notice boards and Parish Magazine; residents can put forward gardens and Councillors to judge twice a year – June and August.  Also agreed to award four shields:  ‘Best Front Garden’, ‘Best Hanging Basket’, ‘Best Environmental Garden’ and ‘Best overall Winner’.  It was also agreed to invite Borden Horticultural Society to take part.



Action:  Clerk
5. Victim Support – Request for Donation – Clerk to forward grant form. 

Action:  Clerk
6. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Paige; seconded by Cllr. Baldock; 6 in favour, 3 abstention; Members agreed that the following cheques be signed and the accounts to the 28th February, 2014 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	20.03.14
	102262
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele, Office use, stamps, mileage January 2014
	£33.57p

	20.03.14
	102263
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for April 2014
	£89.40p

	20.03.14
	102264
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – Jan 2014
	£350.60p

	20.03.14
	102265
	John England
	Expenses assoc. re. Inspection of the Playstool –January 2014
	£50.00p

	20.03.14
	102266
	State Securities Plc
	Lighting Maintenance (PFL) Feb 2014
	£106.08p

	20.03.14
	102267
	Action with Communities in Rural Kent
	Subscription Renewal 2014/15
	£35.00p

	20.03.14
	102268
	C.P.R.E.
	Subscription Renewal 2014/15
	£29.00p

	20.03.14
	102269
	Borden Parish Hall
	Grant – Flooring Refurbishment for the Hall
	£4500.00p

	Eight cheques in total


Post-dated cheque to ensure payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.  The following payments were made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages January, 2014 - £357.80p 
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Need to arrange a meeting to look at the year-end paperwork.

Action:  Clerk
2. KALC – Cllr. Paige reported that a meeting was held beginning of March; there were two main topics: trying to increase the effectiveness of the Area Committee and the local Council Tax Support Grant, which was not passed on by Swale Borough Council – NALC and KALC are chasing this issue and trying to get it pushed through earlier.  The Minutes of the meeting are due shortly.
3. Local Engagement Forum – Next meeting on the 25th March; Agenda on Swale’s website.
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – The report circulated by Cllr. Hepburn; relating to fire doors, chairs given by Rodermsham Village Hall and planned refurbishment of the main hall floor noted.  

6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas attending a Governors’ meeting tonight.
7. Heritage – The group are trying day time meetings; the first took place on Wednesday 12th March and attendance was good. The next will take place on 4th June and will then decide whether to carry on with Wednesday mornings.  On Saturday 22nd March there will be a Wine and Wisdom evening.  
8. Memorial – A pleased Cllr. Lainton reported the boards are awaiting transport to the site.
9. Swale Rural Forum – Cllr. Baldock informed that the next meeting is on the 22nd May; he asked for items to be forwarded.  
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified - None
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:

1. SW/14/0255 – Construction of pitch roof porch and rear extension and loft conversion with flat roof dormer to rear and hip roof gable at front – 59 Wises Lane, Borden, ME10 1YN – Members objected on the following grounds:  the property sits in a community of pensioners and will cease to be a bungalow if permission is granted with the loss of an important facility for the elderly. There is an identified need for bungalows for the elderly in the community.
Determined applications:

2. SW/13/1368 – Listed Building consent for window replacements identical in size and detail to existing on the north and south elevations.  Remedial works to alter the pitch of the porch.  Reinstatements of missing cornice detailing – Sutton Baron House, Sutton Baron Road, Borden, ME9 8LH – Granted consent.
3. SW/14/0030 - Revised application for pool building – Bowl Reed, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8JX – Granted Permission.

11.
Any Other Matters Arising – None.
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 17th April, 2014, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 09.15 p.m.
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