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A group of members were treated to an exceptionally interesting tour of
Murston Heart on a chilly April day where we were greeted by Dr John
Nightingale Associate Professor of Medieval History Magdalen College
Oxford.

We met in the very attractive, warm café for coffee where we learnt
some of the history of the area, its churches and the project. We
peeped into the Craft workshops that are available for rent / hire; before
moving into the Chancel where we were given the opportunity to learn
about the architecture of the building and some of the many projects that
now take place there.

Excerpt belowfrom the Murston Heart Old Church website

In the middle ages, Murston was a notable port on the banks of the Milton Creek,
on the north coast of Kent, and the church and churchyard of All Saints were at its
heart. The first church probably dated from before 1100 AD. What you see today
of the old church is the chancel, the central part of a three aisle church, which dates
back to at least the twelfth century.

A new church was needed and so most of the original building was demolished in
1873, with many of the materials recycled to build the existing All Saints Church
at the other end of Church Road, Murston. The last burial in the old churchyard
took place in 1920.

The old church building was saved from demolition in 1976. New uses were
explored and it was briefly used by the Murston and Bapchild Scout Group, but
problems with recurring vandalism mean that successive repairs were needed and it
was added to the English Heritage “At Risk™ register in 2010. The church and
churchyard are both Scheduled Ancient Monuments.2014, the Murston All Saints
Trust was set up as a new trust with the mission of preserving the church and
churchyard and pursuing activities to benefit the local community.

A thoroughly enjoyable and interesting morning, we recommend that you
visit the café and or the website to explore the variety of classes from
music to mud larking and art exhibitions.
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