
BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

23 | P a g e  
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16TH JULY 2026 

58. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Wallace, Cllr Butlin and Borough Cllr Cavanagh. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the apologies noted. 

Not in attendance: Cllr Baldock 

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies for absence. 

In attendance: Cllrs Bolas, Harrison, Hepburn, Jemmett, Palmer, Small, Smith and Tumber. 

59.  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  

Parish Hall: Cllr Harrison 

Borden Football Club: Cllr Tumber 

 

60. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were none.  

 

61. TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE: The minutes of the previous month's Parish Council meeting (APPX A). 

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the meeting held on 18th June 2026, which were duly signed by 

the Chair. 

 

62. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION (The period designated for public participation shall not exceed 10 minutes 
unless directed by the Chair.  A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes.  A question 
shall not require a response at the meeting, nor start a debate on the question. The Chair may direct that a 
written or oral response be given). 

a. Police/PCSO: PC Atherton was not in attendance, and a report was not received before the meeting. 
It was noted that the planned Walk & Talk at the Nature Reserve on 5th July 2026 did not go ahead due to 
policing demands, for which there was no notification, leaving those who had made the effort to attend 
disappointed. 
It was RESOLVED to request that attendance/non-attendance notification be given for Parish Council 
meetings and events such as surgeries.  Allowing time, where possible, for the Parish Council’s website and 
social media to be updated for residents' awareness. 

b. Parishioners: There were none in attendance. 
c. County/Borough Councillors (it would be appreciated if any reports from Borough or County Councillors could 

be submitted at least 5 days in advance of the meeting). 
County Cllr Palmer gave an update on several local matters: 

• Swale will join Ashford and Folkestone as part of the proposed Local Government Reorganisation. 

• Swale Borough Council has accepted the proposed change to the Section 106 agreement relating to the 
school. The outcome regarding the school remains unclear, as its provision is dependent on the required 
number of houses being completed. 

• Concerns raised by residents regarding the condition of Cryalls Lane have been referred to KCC Highways, 
who have agreed to return to reassess the matter. 

Highways concerns were also raised with County Cllr Palmer, including ongoing issues at Oad Street and the 
proposed 40mph speed limit at Whipstakes Hill. The Parish Council had been advised by KCC that, as the 
scheme was a Parish Council initiative, it would be required to bear the cost, despite the location being outside 
the parish.  

https://www.facebook.com/BordenParishCouncil
http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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The frequent minor collisions occurring at the corner of Whipstakes Hill and at the Oad Street/Maidstone Road 
junctions were reported, as evidenced by the amount of car bodywork debris. It was also noted that Maidstone 
Road and Oad Street should not be regarded as roads used primarily by local traffic. Oad Street is a rat run 
between South Sittingbourne and Junction 5 of the M2, whilst Maidstone Road is frequently subjected to heavy 
and fast-moving traffic, including HGV’s using it as a diversion when the A249 is closed following an incident, 
which appears to occur approximately every 7 – 10 days.  Both roads require enhanced speed control measures 
beyond those typically used on rural roads in Kent.   
 
The Parish Council additionally informed County Cllr Palmer that it hopes to develop a wider vision for local 
highway improvements, including schemes supported by measures such as Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs);  
together with initiatives to improve the visual appearance of the hamlets, through features such as planters 
and flowers. County Cllr Palmer agreed to raise Borden’s proposal for community highway visual enhancements 
and SIDs with the KCC Cabinet Member once he has seen Borden’s concept plans. He also advised that he was 
seeking changes to the relevant SID rules and noted that solar-powered Speed Indicator Devices do not require 
an electricity supply and can be a more cost-effective option. 
  
A further concern was raised regarding the sightlines at the new roundabout on Borden Lane, where it is 
difficult to see the entrance to the New Zealand estate. 
 
63. FINANCE  

a. Bank Reconciliation: To approve the reconciliation as of 30th June 2026 (APPX B). 

It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation for June 2026, which was signed by the RFO and duly 

signed by the Chair. 

b. BACS Payments: To approve the list of accounts presented for payment in July 2026: 

It was RESOLVED to approve the BACS payment list for July. 

 
 

c. To consider quotes for .gov email addresses for Councillors. 

It was RESOLVED to approve Waveney IT as the provider of the Councillors’ new .gov email addresses.  This 

was the preferred option as Waveney also provides the Council’s current .gov address and Microsoft 

licence. 

It was RESOLVED that Borden’s Cllr Palmer would be set up with the first .gov email address, to test that it 

is fully operational before rolling out. 

d. To agree on an additional bank signatory 

It was RESOLVED to approve Cllr Small as a new bank signatory. 

e. To note and approve the Clerk’s online access to the NatWest 35-day liquidity account (June 2024 Minutes). 

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net Power s137

Staff Payroll Staff 1,036.31£          n/a 1,036.31£            LGA 1972, s.112

HMRC Payroll PAYE 421.98£             n/a 421.98£               LGA 1972, s.112

Staff Expenses Expenses 26.00£                n/a 26.00£                  LGA 1972, s.112

Fryer Cleaning & Maint Centenary Gdns Maintenance 640.80£             106.80£      534.00£                Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10

J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections 60.00£                n/a 60.00£                   Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10;

Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet cleaning 450.66£             n/a 450.66£               Public Health Act 1936, ss 221-223, 227

SLCC Office Subscriptions 200.00£             n/a 200.00£               LGA 1972, s.142

Total BACS payments 2,835.75£          106.80£      2,728.95£            -£                                                              -£         

Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net Power s.137

Waveney IT Office 365 Licence 14.47£                2.41£           12.06£                  LGA 1972, s.111

Hugo Fox Office Website 11.99£                2.00£           9.99£                    LGA 1972 s 142

O2 Office Mobile 15.00£                2.50£           12.50£                  LGA 1972, s.111

EE Office Broadband (09 June - 08 July) 23.64£                3.94£           19.70£                  LGA 1972, s.111

Npower Utilities Electric - unmetered (01-31May) 95.80£                4.56£           91.24£                  Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3

Smartest Energy Utilities Electric - Metered supply (01-31 May) 24.65£                1.17£           23.48£                  Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3

Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card fee 3.00£                  n/a 3.00£                    See below card information

Total DD payments 188.55£             16.58£        171.97£               -£                                                              -£         

Bank Charges Unity Monthly service charge 31/07/26 7.00£                  n/a 7.00£                    LGA 1972, s111
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It was RESOLVED to approve the Clerk’s online access. 

f. To approve the Clerk’s salary payment to be made by monthly Standing Order on the 21st of each month, 

with two annual reviews to balance any differences with HMRC. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the Clerk’s salary to be paid by Standing Order on the 21st of each month.  This 

will be authorised online by two signatories. 

g. To agree a quote for the annual tree survey.  

The Clerk noted that although three providers had been contacted, only two had returned quotes. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the quote from Lushland, as providing the best value for money, to carry out 

the annual tree survey of the Playstool, Woodland and Nature Reserve.  It was also agreed to seek terms for 

a 3-year contract from next year's (2027) surveys. 

 

64. PLANNING MATTERS 

a. Bobbing Garden Village, now known as Foxchurch, Judicial Review (May minute item 34(1)): To consider a 

contribution towards ongoing costs. 

It was RESOLVED to defer consideration of this item, as there is currently insufficient information to enable 

an informed decision. The matter will be reconsidered once the relevant information, including the 

associated costs, is available. 

b. Redrow Homes Heritage Fields development Site. To consider Swale Borough Council’s (SBC) request for 

consideration of new road names.  

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council preferred that the original theme for the naming of roads after 

heritage fruit varieties, particularly heritage apple varieties, should remain. The Council considered that 

naming roads in commemoration of those who fell in the First and Second World Wars, without 

consultation with surviving relatives and without representing all those who fell, could give rise to strong 

emotions among parishioners and surviving families. 

The Clerk will draft a letter to Swale Borough Council to be shared with Redrow Homes setting out the 

Council's reasons and including the previously submitted list of suggested heritage apple names. The draft 

letter will be reviewed by the Chair before being sent. 

 

65. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/  

(Please note that unless otherwise stated, the following applications are a discharge of conditions and not 

formal consultations for the Parish Council). 

1) Application: 26/502237/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land at Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD 

Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 49 - surface water drainage scheme, Subject to 

APP/V2255/W/19/3233606 (17/505711/HYBRID). 

There was no comment on this condition. 

2) Application: 26/502434/SUB Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land at Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 1GD 

Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 66 (Programme of Archaeological Field Evaluation 

Works), subject to application 17/505711/HYBRID (partial discharge relating to the Local Centre alone).  

There was no comment on this condition. 

3) Application: 26/502560/NMAMD Grid: 588553/163571 Address: Land at Wises Lane, Borden, Kent ME10 

1GD Proposal: Non-material amendment to application 25/501437/REM: Changes in mortar colour for 

house types with grey brick within Phase 3. The proposed changes amend the mortar to have the same 

neutral mortar across all house types.  

There was no comment on this non-material amendment. 

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on the 3 above applications. 

 

66. BUSINESS ITEMS 

http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
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a. Clerk's report (attachment 1): To review the report and consider any actions to be taken. 

The Clerk’s report was noted.  

It was RESOLVED to stop the Playstool beacon being climbed, that anti-climb paint will be installed along 

with a sign ‘Warning Anti-Climb Paint’. The paint will be applied by Cllr Tumber, who will also install the sign 

(both to be purchased by the Clerk).  A risk assessment will be completed.  

b. Parish Hall file storage (May minute item 41c(i)): The Clerk has conducted a comprehensive review of the 

records in the two filing cabinets at the Parish Hall. The records have been assessed and classified in 

accordance with the Council’s adopted Retention Policy. The Council is asked to: 

i. Approve the normal disposal of those records that have reached the end of their retention period via a 

licensed shredding company. 

ii. Approve historic items (over 30 years old) selected for archiving to be sent for storage at KCC Kent 

Archives.  

iii. For the two remaining filing cabinets to be stored with SBC, for £27.80 per month.  

iv. If point 3 is agreed, approval is sought for the Clerk to liaise with SBC and arrange appropriate 

transportation of the two filing cabinets to Swale House in Sittingbourne. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations set out under item 66b (i, ii, iii, and iv).  The Clerk will 

contact Kent Archives to confirm whether any minutes less than 30 years old may be archived, in 

accordance with the precedent established by other councils, as indicated by information available on their 

website. 

c. Playstool Heras fencing: To note, fencing has been installed next to the play for safety purposes under the  

Clerk’s Financial Regulation (5.18) delegated authority. 

The fencing installation was noted. 

d. Freedom of Information request. To review the information provided by Kent County Council regarding 

school places and consider any further action. 

The information provided by Kent County Council under Freedom of Information was reviewed. 

It was RESOLVED to take no further action. 

e. Playstool Annual Safety Inspection Report: To review the report and note that the annual Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) Inspection will be carried out by Play Safety during July 2026.  
The Council is asked to approve Play Safety Ltd as the sole licensed provider of RoSPA Inspections for future 
annual inspections, in accordance with Financial Regulation 5.12(iv):  
It was RESOLVED to approve Play Safety Ltd as the documented sole licensed provider of RoSPA inspections 

for this and future years' inspections until further notice, in accordance with Financial Regulation 5.12 (iv). 

f. The Borden Broadside Publication Working Group: To approve the group's Terms of Reference. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference for the Borden Broadside Publication Working Group, 
with a change in the 3rd paragraph to include local community activities and initiatives. Cllr Small will update 
the document for publishing. 

g. Rugby Club and Community Hub Management Committee: To receive an update on correspondence sent 

to SBC. 

Swale Borough Council has advised that it continues to liaise with the applicant regarding the Section 106 

obligations to establish a Management Committee and Community Use Agreement, ensuring the facility 

operates on a dual-use basis. 

It was RESOLVED that no further action was required at this time. 

h. Cllr Motion: To consider applying for a tree preservation order to cover the BDW land next to the nature 

reserve. 

It was noted that on land near the Nature Reserve (phase 5). Trees are being felled unprofessionally and 

damaged.  Cllr Small shared a handout showing pictures of the damage, which was reviewed along with a 

proposed letter to Swale Borough Council (SBC).  
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It was RESOLVED to apply to SBC for a Tree Preservation Order. A copy of Cllr Small’s report will be 

included.   

i. Public Rights of Way Order: To note and discuss the creation of a new section of Public Footpath ZR 121 at 

Wises Lane. 

The Public Rights of Way Order for Footpath ZR 121 was noted. 

 

67. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES  

a. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on updates. 

Responses to previous questions have not been received. 

b. To consider and agree the questions for BDW, following which the WLMG will write to request responses: 

It was RESOLVED to send the following to BDW: 

• Trees are being felled and damaged in the wooded area by the new roundabout on Borden Lane, with 

camping and bonfires also noted in that area, and the Nature Reserve. The protected moth area has 

also been destroyed, and non-formal footpaths are blocked. These actions are having an impact on the 

Nature Reserve. 

• Heavy traffic is noted on Wises Lane, especially during rush hours. When will the Platinum Way be 

opened to the A249 roundabout from Wises Lane, to alleviate the pressure on Wises Lane? 

• Lorries are being parked in the site car park overnight, waiting to unload in the morning. This is a cause 

for concern as there are no sanitary facilities in this area. 

• There is a sign at the Tudor Rose directing traffic to Borden, but the road is closed. 

• Poor sightlines have been reported at the new roundabout on Borden Lane at Auckland Drive, and 

coming down Borden Lane. 

• Are there any plans to provide parish notice boards in the new development area? 

c. Nature Reserve: To review the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2026 and consider the following  

recommendations: 

The Nature Reserve Working Group minutes were reviewed and noted: 

1) To progress the replacement of the remaining Nature Reserve fencing, with the Clerk sourcing quotes for 

consideration at the August 2026 meeting. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the Nature Reserve Working Group to progress the completion of the 

remaining new fencing at the Nature Reserve. The Clerk will get quotes for consideration at the next 

meeting. 

2) To respond to  KCC advising that, in the Council’s view, its role as the accountable body is limited to 

ensuring compliance with the Section 106 agreement and that it should not seek to include lease exit terms 

within that agreement, as including such a requirement goes beyond KCC’s remit and responsibility. 

KCC responses to the Parish Council’s questions regarding the new lease (see item 67ci) were reviewed. 

It was RESOLVED to respond to KCC regarding the Parish Council's concerns over the proposed break clause 

and the inclusion of Section 106 requirements, as detailed under minute item C2.   

i. Lease renewal: To receive a progress update. 

As noted under minute item 67C(2). 

 

Cllr Harrison left the meeting at 21:07 and returned at 21:08 

 

68. HIGHWAYS  

a. To review the minutes of the Highways Advisory Committee meeting held on 9th July, and consider the 

following recommendations: 

1) Explore the possibility of the installation of 6 Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs), 1 both ways for Chestnut 
Street, Oad Street and Danaway, to support speed awareness compliance.   



BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL             
 

28 | P a g e  
 

It was RESOLVED to approve the exploration for 6 Speed Indicator Devices to be installed as detailed in 
minute point 68a(1). 
It was RESOLVED to write to KCC to request a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) to be installed at Wises Lane, 
between the A2 and Dental Close.  Cllrs to contact Clerk for other areas where these signs would be 
beneficial. 

2) Contact the KCC Highways HIP Officer regarding the installation of the SIDs as part of the highway 
improvements initiative, and advise that the Parish Council has funding available for the implementation. 
It was RESOLVED to approve writing to KCC regarding the installation of Speed Indicator Devices (as also 
outlined in item 62c). 

3) For the Committee to investigate the possibility of obtaining crash data that has not resulted in personal 

injury, such as for insurance purposes, to support the issues raised regarding the Maidstone Road and Oad 

Street new junction. 

The Clerk advised that the only available data found is a CrashMap, but this is only updated to 2024. 

It was RESOLVED to contact CrashMap to ask when the 2025 data will be released, and to contact the Police 

and Highways England for data where accidents have been logged but where no injury occurred. 

b. Review of the website and Facebook survey regarding the new slip road to the A249. 

From the online survey, residents' comments were reviewed, and it was noted that there is a safety concern 

as the white lines have disappeared.   

It was RESOLVED to defer consideration of this matter for a further 6 months to allow Platinum Way to 

open and enable the Council to assess the full impact of the new A249 slip road. 

c. Cllr Motion: To discuss the recent Grove Park Avenue road closure. 

A road closure notice was installed on 3rd July for a road closure from 6th to 13th July, with no other 

notification to residents, which would also cause parking issues.   

KCC advised that the road was not closed and apologised for the inconvenience caused. 

It was RESOLVED to write to the senior drainage manager at KCC to ask why there was no letter drop and 

what procedure is in place to ensure this does not happen again. 

 

69. CORRESPONDENCE - To review correspondence received and consider actions to be taken: 

a. Residents' Correspondence: To review and consider any further action required, including: 

i. To consider a request for a community notice board at Applegate Park. 

It was RESOLVED to ask the resident where they would propose locating the notice board and to advise 

that the Parish Council is exploring potential funding options. It was also agreed to clarify that any notice 

board provided would be a Parish Council notice board. 

It was further RESOLVED to contact BDW to enquire whether Parish Council notice boards could be 

included as part of future phases of the development. WLMG will enquire. 

b. Swale Community and Voluntary Services (Swale CVS): To consider completion of sector-wide survey. 

This was noted. 

c. Kent County Council: To consider sharing on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook: 

i. A budget consultation poster and link 

ii. A link for residents to have their say on highway and transport across Kent 

iii. County Councillors Swale West report for July 

It was RESOLVED that the points for item C (I, ii and iii) would be added to the Parish Council's website. 

d. National Highways & Transport Network: To consider completion of the Public Satisfaction Survey. 

It was noted and agreed to complete as individuals if required. 

e. Kent Community Foundation, Environment Project Funding 2026:  

i. To discuss opportunities where Borden may benefit from this project funding, including wildflower areas 

and updating the memorial garden. 

The following suggestions were considered: 
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A call for volunteers in the Borden Broadside to support with the maintenance? 

It was RESOLVED to approve an article for volunteers to be included in the next Borden Broadside edition 

and the Parish Council's website.  It was also noted that volunteer health and safety would need 

consideration for any actions taken. 

It was RESOLVED to express an interest and ask for funding for the whole concept of beautifying the 

village, including the Maypole and Hengist triangles, near the school, and other areas to be confirmed. 

 

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders at 22:00. 

 

ii. To consider adding the poster to the website and Facebook page for community benefit 

f. It was RESOLVED to approve the Kent Community Foundation, Environment Project Funding poster for  

2026 to be displayed on the Parish Council's website. 

g. Swale Borough Council - Local Parish Liaison Forum: In anticipation of a decision on Local Government 

Reorganisation (LGR), an online Parish Liaison meeting has been arranged on Wednesday 29 July. The 

Council is asked to agree on a representative to attend the meeting.  

The request was noted. 

 

70. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting). 

a. Kent Association of Local Councils –  reports circulated as received. 

The following reports are available to view on the Parish Council's website: 

b. Borden Sports Association – Cllr Butlin.  

c. Borden Parish Hall – Cllr Harrison 

d. Borden Heritage Group – Cllr Harrison. 

 

71. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION  

• Cllr Bolas asked that Councillors start to consider items for the 2027/28 budget. 

• Cllr Tumber: There will be a pitch inspection for the football club, and a tree cutback will be needed. 

• Cllr Harrison: Support of the fete on 18th July. 

 

The meeting ended at 22:15 

 

 

 

 

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair: 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………. Date: …………………………………………………… 


