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MINUTES OF THE BORDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD 215" MAY 2026

. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS

Jeremy Bolas introduced himself as the meeting Chair and welcomed the 11 Parishioners in
attendance. The Chair also reminded attendees that this was a meeting of the Parish and not a
Parish Council meeting, and everybody in attendance was here as Parishioners.

. APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES FROM 16™ MAY 2025

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chair.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chair asked if there were any questions and advised that the report, along with others from
this meeting, would be shared with the draft minutes and be available on the Parish Council’s
website www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

KENT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS COMMUNITY AWARD
This item has been deferred to the June 2026 Parish Council Meeting to allow the awardee to be
present.

PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 2025/2026
The report prepared by the Parish Council’s Responsible Financial Officer was shared.

BORDEN PARISH HALL TRUSTEES

A report from John Hepburn, as the outgoing Chairman, was shared.

The new Chair, Eileen Harrison, clarified that the Borden Parish Hall Charity owns the hall and rents
it out to the Community, and explained how membership is structured under the Charity
Constitution. The current trustees and duties were outlined. It was further noted that Borden
Parish Council acts solely as the Custodian Trustee and has no role in the management of the Parish
Hall.

Work is currently underway with the Charity Commission to amend the constitution to reflect
current groups, as many of the original ones are no longer active.

BORDEN SPORTS ASSOCIATION
The report was shared.

BORDEN HERITAGE GROUP
The report was shared.

BORDEN UNITED CHARITIES
The report was shared.
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10. THE WILLIAM BARROWS CHARITY
The Chair read out the report shared by the Charity.

11.

12.

13.

BORDEN WI

The Women'’s Institute currently has 35 members. Last year’s WI resolution focused on defibrillator
awareness, including their locations and guidance on what to do if someone is in distress. This
year’s resolutions are to investigate the closure of public toilets, explore ways to improve facilities
and accessibility, following the recent closures of three facilities in Swale and the refurbishment of
those at Central Avenue, and to address women’s homelessness.

The group meets monthly and hosts a variety of speakers, with upcoming topics ranging from
Murder and Madness in September to chocolate making next February. The Wl also runs a
successful monthly lunch club, a popular book club, and is planning to introduce a walking club
soon. Members regularly meet with other local WI groups and, in July, will be joining neighbouring
WIs for a group games afternoon.

The Chair highlighted that the new toilet facilities at the Playstool were funded through grants and
are maintained by the Parish Council, and added that the Parish Council would be happy to share
information on securing similar grant funding with others, and also information which may help in
trying to fit more defibrillators in the parish.

KNIT n NATTER
Knit n Natter has been dormant, but has now been reestablished. If anybody would like to attend,
information can be found on their Facebook page.

PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS
e The grass at the top of the Playstool is a mess, along with the Nature Reserve.
e Borden Heritage Group's archiologist roadshow was a great success.

The meeting closed at 18:32
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MINUTES OF BORDEN PARISH MEETING HELD ON 15™ MAY 2025

. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS

The Chair welcomed everyone and reminded those present that this was not a Parish Council
meeting and all attendees, including Parish Councillors, were participating in the meeting as
parishioners.

. APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES FROM 16™ MAY 2024

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2024 were approved and signed by the Chair. The
minutes are available on the Parish Council website www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair delivered a report summarising the Parish Council's activities over the last year.

POLICE BEAT OFFICER
The Beat Officer was not in attendance and did not provide a report or any community updates for
the meeting.

. ANNUAL REPORTS FROM SWALE AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The Chair welcomed Borough Council Councillor Ann Cavanagh and newly elected County
Councillor Richard Palmer.

Borough Councillor Cavanagh gave a summary of her background and reported on her activities
over the past year.

County Councillor Palmer discussed issues raised by residents since his election, including school
appeals and transport concerns. He confirmed that he understood the Kent County Council
member’s grant would continue. ClIr Palmer also spoke about the implementation of the 20mph
scheme in Borden, referencing his experience in Newington. Although it took time to embed, he felt
that the scheme had been worthwhile and added that a proactive Speedwatch group can be very
beneficial.

BORDEN PARISH HALL TRUSTEES
Clir John Hepburn shared that the Trustees aim to promote the Hall as a Community Centre.
https://bordenparishhall.com/

BORDEN SPORTS ASSOCIATION (BSA)

Clir Sims referred to the Borden Sports Association’s annual report and gave a brief update, noting

the following:

» The football team has had a challenging season and finished in the lower section of the league
table.


http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://bordenparishhall.com/

10.

> The cricket season ended with them 10™" in the Kent Village Division 2 table. The new season
has recently begun.

» Borden Junior School will hold its Sports Day at the Pavilion, which has been made available by
the Sports Association Committee free of charge.

The Committee expressed appreciation to the Parish Council for its support over the last year.
https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/

BORDEN HERITAGE GROUP

Cllr Harrison shared an update on the Heritage Group activities. Over the past year, the group has

welcomed many new members and participated in a variety of engaging visits.

Plans for the year ahead include:

» A guided tour of Sittingbourne High Street

» It is hopeful for a December talk by Dana Goodburn-Brown, known for her appearances on the
BBC’s Digging for Britain.

The Heritage Group agendas are published on their website at https://www.bordenheritage.co.uk/.

BORDEN UNITED CHARITIES (BUC)

Cllr Harrison also presented an update on Borden United Charities, which was established in 1931.
Further information can be found on their website https://www.hugofox.com/community/borden-
united-charities-15105/home/.

An exciting development is about to happen as they are in the process of becoming a CIO
(Charitable Incorporated Organisation). A map of the area covered by the Charity is available on
request.

PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS
It was suggested that more local organisations be personally invited to attend the next Annual
Parish Meeting, as not everyone sees the flyer on the notice boards, the website, or the Facebook

page.

There were no further questions from the Parishioners.

Meeting closed at 18:36

The minutes of this meeting were approved and signed by:
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BORDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ;goRDEN'

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON BEHALF OF BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

It has been another active and productive year for the Parish Council, and | am pleased to
present the following summary of our work and achievements on behalf of the community.

Highways

Highways remain a key focus for the Parish Council. This has resulted in the successful
implementation of the 20mph scheme in parts of Borden. The scheme was fully funded by Kent
County Council (KCC) Highways through a successful Local Transport Plan (LTP) grant, resulting in
no additional cost to the parish precept and therefore no financial burden on local taxpayers.

We have also continued to make progress with KCC Highways on the implementation of the
40mph scheme through Danaway (Maidstone Road), and parts of Oad Street, and will keep you
informed as this develops.

The Parish Council is fully aware of the ongoing traffic issues affecting the parish, particularly
along Oad Street and Wises Lane, including the disruption from heavy vehicles, as well as
concerns regarding speeding traffic. These issues have been clearly highlighted as priorities, and
the Parish Council has formally written to Kent County Council and our local Member of
Parliament to raise these concerns, along with the fact that diversion routes are unsuitable for
the roads being used.

Our local Police Beat Officer has been made aware of the key areas requiring speed enforcement
and monitoring, and we expect progress updates to be shared with the community through the
monthly newsletters.

In addition, concerns have been raised regarding the safety of pedestrians, equestrians, and
wheelers safety, particularly due to the continued long-term closures of local footpaths without
appropriate safe alternative routes, which have resulted in residents being forced to use rural
roads with no pathways, further increasing safety risks alongside the other traffic issues.

Community

Community event highlights have been the VE Day celebrations on 8" May, which brought
residents together in commemoration and community spirit. Thank you to the Long Hop, who
raised £241 in donations towards the event.

| would also like to thank the Borden Fete Committee for organising the Christmas tree light
switch-on event, which introduced our new bright Christmas Tree star, funded by a generous
donation from Jacksons Civil Engineering (Key St project), and provided an enjoyable start to the
festive season.

We have also been working to strengthen local policing presence, and now have a dedicated
Police Beat Officer and the introduction of regular community surgeries, allowing residents to
raise concerns directly.

Borden Nature Reserve

The Parish Council has continued its stewardship of the Nature Reserve. We successfully
arranged for the installation of new security bollards at the Cryall’s Lane entrance, working with
KCC to secure their purchase, again avoiding additional cost to the parish.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON BEHALF OF BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

We have also been actively liaising with KCC regarding the renewal of the Nature Reserve lease.
| am pleased to report that a new seven-year lease is close to being finalised.

| would like to thank the Borden Wildlife Group and other volunteers who work so hard to keep
the Nature Reserve safe and thriving for the benefit of both wildlife and the community.

Planning

As a statutory consultee, the Parish Council plays an important role in reviewing and responding
to planning applications. Over the past year, we have supported residents by submitting
responses and, where appropriate, attending planning committee meetings and appeals, such
as for:

e Highsted Park development

e Vigo Solar Farm

e Proposed Care Home on Borden Lane
e Riddles Road development

e Hooks Hole Farm

e Wises Lane (Phases 3 and 4)

We remain committed to representing the views and interests of the community in all planning
matters.

Other updates

We were pleased to welcome Charlotte Wallace to the Parish Council in June, who has brought a
fresh perspective to the Parish Council, and were also very sorry to lose the vast experience and
time of Clive Sims.

There are now 2 vacancies on the Parish Council. If you are interested in becoming a Member,
please contact the Clerk at clerk@bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.

In addition, the new inclusive roundabout was installed in April 2025, saving a burden on local
taxpayers by the Parish Council securing a grant from the National Lottery Community Fund and
a member's contribution from the then County Councillor Mike Baldock.

The toilet facility at the play area has now been fully completed, with the addition of a new
pathway. This improvement has enhanced accessibility and ensures the facility is now a fully
integrated and a welcomed well-used part of the Playstool.

To conclude, | would like to thank residents for continuing to keep the Parish Council informed
of issues affecting the parish. | would also like to extend my sincere thanks to all of the Parish
Council Members and volunteers who have generously given their free time to work tirelessly in
making Borden a better place to live.

Jeremy Bolas
Chair to Borden Parish Council
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BORDEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 21°T MAY 2026
BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT

Prepared by: Teresa Millum — Responsible Financial Officer

The annual accounts for the financial year ending 315t March 2026 have been prepared and
have passed the Internal Audit of the Parish Council’s financial controls. The accounts are
currently awaiting review by the Council’s external auditor, Mazars. Once the external audit
has been completed, the audit certificate and the full Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) will be published on the Parish Council’s website, normally by 30t September.

Overview of financial position at the end of the fiscal year 31 March 2026.

Opening Balance at 01/04/2025 £160,507
Precept received £ 82,527
Other receipts £ 16,308
Total income and balances £259,342
Less Payments £ 79,711
Closing Balance at 31t March 2026 £179,631

Reserve Balances as at 31t March 2026

Earmarked reserves are funds set aside for specific future projects, maintenance works and
contingencies, whilst the general reserve is retained to support the Council’s day-to-day
operations and unexpected expenditure.

Total of earmarked reserves £111,698
General Reserves £ 67,933
Closing Balance £179,631

In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations, the dates for the exercise of public
rights to inspect the Council’s accounting records will be published on the Parish Council
website following approval of the AGAR by the Parish Council.



. The annual fire and security safety check has been
carried out.

. The new Treasurer, Veronique Lees, has been very
helpful in getting the Hall accounts and finance system
running smoothly.

. Thanks go to Val Skinner for her help in getting the new
booking system running to the benefit of the Hall.

. New CCTV cameras have been helping to monitor the
Hall car park and reduce any illegal activity.

. Quotes for redecoration of the main hall have been
obtained. Once that has been carried out the floor in the
main hall will be refurbished.

. It is with regret that | have to announce that | will be
standing down as Chairman of Borden Parish Hall. | have
found that | cannot give as much commitment to the
Hall since my wife passed away. It was so helpful for
Sheila to be doing things while | was at the Hall helping
keep it running. | now have to manage running a home
at the same time and it is too much.

. | must thank members of the committee for the support
they have given me.

. The high level of lets and regular users of the Hall has
enabled improvements to be made where required to
maintain a good community asset.

John Hepburn (Chairman)

Borden Parish Hall



Borden Parish Hall Charity 291838

Borden Parish Hall Charity May 2026

Borden Parish hall Charity owns the Parish hall and hires it out for events, meetings and sports for the
benefit of the community.

When the old building was demolished the new building was built the 1981 and it’s constitution states
that the Trustees (Management committee) shall include at least three members ,one representative
from the Borden Parish Council and one from the Parochial Church Council.

As of May this year the Trustees are Val Skinner as booking secretary, Veronique Lees as Treasurer,
Bernadette Lyons (Parochial Church Council) as Facilities manager and myself as Chairman (Borden
Parish Council)

The Constitution also states that there should be non -voting representation from groups who use the
hall, and that they should meet twice a year, however, as some of the groups named are no longer in
operation, we are currently working with the Charity Commission to slightly alter the wording of the
constitution to include more current groups.

The Parish hall deeds are held by the Parish Council for safe keeping as is common practice.

Eileen Harrison
Chairman
Borden Parish hall Charity

emh /19.05.2016



Borden Sports
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Annual Report - May 2026

Borden Sports Association is custodian of the Playstool pavilion and lower Playstool
playing fields on behalf of Borden Parish Council.

It is the home to both village football teams and cricket teams whom play at the
Playstool sports field through their respective seasons. The pavilion is also home to a
number of local groups and committees who utilise these excellent facilities for their
respective meetings and gatherings.

Mention within this report must be made of the small group of volunteers that work
tirelessly to ensure that the pavilion and sports field are maintained to the high
standard displayed today. Roger Pudner, Kevin Smith, David Roche, Knocker
Williams and Ian Jackson devote their free time to the running of this excellent
facility for the enjoyment of all. Kevin deserves a special mention for his continued
dedication in maintaining the sports field to the high standard expected for both
football and cricket matches.

The men’s football team had a complete revamp for this season. They are
competently managed by Jimmy Eason and Charlie Osmond two experienced
persons within the sports family. This duo inspired the team to play excellent football
finishing in fourth place in Division 1 of the Kent County League.

Full details of the coming season matches, once scheduled will be found on the
website: - https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/

The ladies team managed by the experience of Toni Golden, Shane Sandy and Gavin
Hawks enjoyed a competitive season with some excellent football. They finished
third in the Kent Division 1 East league following some hard fought competitive
games. Anyone interested in playing ladies football can contact the team on 07704
460016.

The Sunday league cricket side witnessed some thrilling matches throughout their
season with some excellent cricket played. They ended the summer mid table in the
Kent Village Cricket League Division 2.

The Saturday side played a number of friendly matches when player numbers were
available and hopes are that a full regular side could be attained to enter a league.
Kevin Smith’s stalwart work in promoting and facilitating this sport is to be
acknowledged.


https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/

The cricket statistics & club information particularly for new interested players can
be viewed at www.borden.play-cricket.com
There is also a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/groups/bordencricketclub

The 'Knit and Natter’ group continue to enjoy the use of the pavilion facilities for
their regular gatherings soaking up the countryside view during their Friday meets.

Other regular users of the pavilion and grounds include the Wises Lane Liaison
Group, the Highways Group, the Finance Committee, the Local Convenience
committee, Nature Reserve Group and a local charities group.

Regular Fete Committee meetings are also held at the pavilion with the sports field
used for the annual summer fete, Easter celebration and Christmas tree switch on
festival. All of these are led by Beverly Ward and her committee providing a fantastic
boost to local morale.

This year will again see Borden Junior School hosting their sports day utilising the
pavilion and sports facilities for their annual event.

On a regular basis both the football and cricket sport committees receive comments
on the high standard of the pavilion and sports-field facility that Borden is proud to
offer. This excellent amenity is part reason for our sports prowess where players feel
privileged to be associated with such a recognised high standard pavilion and sports
ground.

The Parish Council Chair and all council members are to be thanked for their
continued support in maintaining these facilities throughout the year which is much
appreciated.

Finally, the committee continue to be fully committed to maintaining this excellent
parish sports facility and with the continued grateful assistance of the Parish Council
the future appears extremely positive.

ClIr Nicola Butlin
Vice Chair Borden Parish Council
BPC Borden Sports Association Representative
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Report for May 2026 meeting of Borden Parish Council

The BHG committee had a phenomenal surprise on Saturday afternoon, the carpark was
packed within 10 minutes of us opening the Parish Hall doors!

Almost two hundred visitors and exhibitors came to the Parish hall to see our first
Archaeological Roadshow.

Exhibitors included: Borden Heritage Group, Sittingbourne Heritage Museum, Sittingbourne
Heritage Museum (BHG), Historic Research Group of Sittingbourne (HRGS), Milton Court
Hall Museum, Commonwealth War Graves Commission (Stephen Palmer) Dr Paul
Wilkinson (SWAT Archaeology), Andy Stephney (Metal Detectorist) and Sutton Baron Hall
(Mr & Mrs Aspin).

The Borden Heritage Group’s tables included display boards of information, resulting from
Ann Sefton’s research into the archaeology of the local area and items from John Hepburn’s
personal and BHG archives, with maps, photos, and written information. They also created a
children’s ‘Mini-dig’ activity, with an opportunity to find buried treasure, with mini tools and
John’s hand held detector, around 10-12 children and their families take part in this activity,
and much fun was had by all!

Thanks to a grant from Swale Borough Council Local Engagement Fund we were able to
offer free entry to both visitors and exhibitions. Several members of the public brought along
interesting items for our ‘Finds’ table and experts were available to give information if
necessary.

Nearing the end of the event, Ann Sefton (BHG) was approached by Simon Mason, Principal
Archaeological Officer for Kent County Council who had come as a visitor to the event; they
had an interesting discussion about the significance of Borden and indeed Swale’s
archaeology and its importance to the national historical record. Ann and Simon discussed the
Roman child’s burial, lead coffin, and foundations, found during brickearth excavations in
1879, as recorded by local Victorian Archaeologist George Payne Junior, along the Borden
side of Watling Street (now the A2). Simon suggested this may have been a similar
mausoleum site to that recently discovered on the A2 at Teynham. They also discussed local
heritage and the need for a new Museum in Sittingbourne.

Some social media comments posted after the event highlight the goodwill and positive
impact of the BHG Archaeology Roadshow -

Such an enjoyable afternoon, thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this
happen. I really hope it becomes an annual event. I now have a Syear old wannabe
archaeologist! — Sarah



A very interesting and informative day. Bought another 4 books for my collection and had
some great conversations. The exhibits were fascinating, especially the child's shoe from
Sutton Baron, where my partner's ancestors once lived. Thanks to all involved - Ian

It was brilliant - Thank you! - Dani

What a great turn out it was. Very informative and came away with another book. Thank you!
- Lara

Thank you to everyone involved in organising this event. It is fantastic that you are keeping
our local history alive. - Trevor

This was brilliant and very interesting. Thank you! - Denise
It was great to see so many people and chat to old faces and new - Stephen

Really enjoyed all the various displays and especially the archaeological presentation by Ann
at the Heritage Group tables. - Jonathan

A full report of the event compiled by Ann Sefton for BHG will be sent to Swale Borough

Council, Exhibitors, our Local Swale Councillors, our KCC Councillor, and the KCC
Archaeological Officer, it is available to BHG members and non- members on request.

Eileen Harrison BHG Chairman

bordenheritage.co.uk



BORDEN UNITED CHARITIES C.I.0.

Borden United Charities is an amalgamation of 5 different donors within the ancient parish of

Borden.

An application was made for the trust to the charity commissioners on the 9 December 1931
signed by Alfred Hinge the charity scheme was sealed on the 5 May 1931. The trust was formed
with 3 trustees, 2 from the Parish Council (Alfred Hinge and Alfred Tidy) and 1 from, as then, the

urban District Council (Francis Walsh).

The general aim of the charity was to help the sick and poor of the parish. The grants made in the
form of medical assistance, provision of nurses, medical equipment and other such comforts -
the mind boggles. Further grants were made such as clothing, boots, bedding, coal and tools,
also assistance in money. Preference was given to persons who were or had been farmers.

Today the Charity is administered in much the same way, but the grants today are in monetary
form to the people of the Parish, young and old who, subject to the Trustees approval, qualify for

the trust’s assistance.

In August 2025 the Charity was reborn as Borden United Charities ClIO. A CIO is a type of charity
that was introduced in 2013 to simplify the legal framework for charitable organizations. It allows
charities to operate as a corporate body, meaning they can enter into contracts, own property,
and manage debts independently of their trustees and members. This structure is regulated by
the Charity Commission, which ensures compliance with charitable purposes and governance

standards.

The aims of the Charity remain the same.



Tel: 01795 470556 43 Park Road
Fax: 01795 470769 .
The

William
Barrow’s
Charity

EST 17%

-

Sittingbourne
Kent ME10 1DY

www.thewilliambarrowscharity.org.uk

A Registered Charity No. 1172933

Date: 5 May 2026

Borden Annual Parish Meeting

The Objects of the William Barrow’s Charity (Charitable Incorporated Organisation (Charity No. 1172933)) are
as follows:-

The objects of the CIO are:

1) The relief of persons, in particular but not exclusively, resident in the Parochial Parish of
Borden who are in need, hardship or distress, in particular those aged 60 years of more, by:
a. making grants of money to them; or
b. providing or paying for goods, services or facilities for them; or
c. making grants of money to other persons or bodies who provide goods, services or
facilities to those in need.
2) To advance the education of persons under the age of 25, as at 31* August in the academic year
preceding payment of grant, who-are resident in the Parochial Parish of Borden; by:
1. offering support to local schools that is not provided by statutory authorities; and
2. awarding scholarships, bursaries and similar awards to those geing entering into or

continuing in tertiary education.
Currently the Charity has 10 co-opted Trustees.

I, through the offices of George Webb Finn, 43 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DY, act as Agent, Clerk
and Receiver on behalf of the Trustees of the Charity.

Anyone who considers they are eligible under the Objects of the Scheme should contact me either by email;
stuart@georgewebbfinn.com or telephone; 01795 470556.

In the Charity’s last financial year ended 31 December 2025, grants were made to 6 parishioners over the age of
60 years, 2 disabled persons under the age of 60 years and 3 persons under the age of 60 years suffering hardship,
and 2 hardship beneficiaries. Grant aid was also made to available to the parochial parish of St Peters and St Paul
for their use of the Forge to provide community facilities benefiting the parochial parish of Borden.

Grants were made to 42 students attending College and University to assist with living expenses and grants were
made to Borden Church of England Primary School and Borden Grammar School.

Grants paid out by the Charity totalled £174,817.

Yours sincerelv

Lol

Stuart Mair
Clerk to the Trustees


http://www.thewilliambarrowscharity.org.uk/
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