BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 19th December, 2013 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. K. Lainton



Cllr. J. Bolas





Cllr. E. Harrison
Cllr. J. Emery





Cllr. J. Evans

Cllr. P. Paige





Cllr. J. Baldock
Cllr. J. Hepburn





Cllr. E. Tuck
Cllr. D. Roberts





Lynda Fisher, Clerk
1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Parish Cllrs. Downs and Millican.
2.  
Public Time – No Parishioners present. 

3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; all in favour, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 21st November, 2013, be signed as a true transcript but with the following amendment:
Item 6.4 reads:  “Members agreed there was a lack of sites in the area”; this should read “Members agreed that the Parish Council has a lack of suitable land to accommodate Gypsy and Traveller sites”.

4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – None.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Wrens Road Traffic Calming – There have been problems with equipment preventing the traffic survey being carried out again but at long last KCC is looking for a site to locate the speed indicator.












                          
2. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – It was proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige; all agreed to accept the quotation for the sum of £750, received from ‘Lushland’, to carry out a safety inspection of trees on the Borden Nature Reserve.
3. Crash Barrier Adjacent to the Preschool – KCC have acknowledged there is an issue with the road and are going to it programme it into next year’s work.


Action:  County Cllr. Baldock
4. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Still no updates from Kent Police.  It was suggested writing again to Superintendent Jones asking what is happening, because the Police seem to have stopped monitoring areas in Borden, and exploring again the possibility of paying for a couple of speed surveys. 
Clerk mentioned Speed Watch and reminded Members that the Parish Council has funding to purchase equipment.   Cllr. Baldock met with some Parish Councils who are keen to group together; share equipment and run this: it was suggested the Clerk contact the Chairman of Upchurch Parish Council who appears to be spearheading this initiative.   




Action:  Clerk
5. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk was pleased to report that £1829.16p has been credited to the Council’s current account; this is payment in full in respect of costs for replacing the damaged column.  Members asked the Clerk to write thanking the witnesses for their support.






Action:  Clerk.
6.
Correspondence
1. Community Governance Review – comments noted.
2. Have your say on Kent and Medway Fire and Rescue Authority’s Safety Plan 2014 - noted.
3. Refresh of Police and Crime Plan April 2013 to March 2017 – Noted.   


4. Have your Say on Police Council Tax – Cllr. Baldock questioned how much the Police spend on their consultants each year? He wondered if they could give any evidence previous year’s answers have changed the budget in any way.  Agreed Cllr. Baldock to draft a response. Action:  Cllr. Baldock
5. Future of Local Audit:  Draft Regulations Consultation - Agreed to support KALC’s response.
6. Shaping the Future of Children’s Centres in Kent – Decision - Details noted.
7.
Finance 
1. ROSPA Inspection, Repairs to The Playstool and removal of Hedge – Most of the work has been completed.  It was suggested taking out the conifer hedge and the Elderberry might need removing.  Cllr. Lainton suggested planting replacement berry trees (to attract wildlife).  Clerk instructed to place this on the January Agenda.





    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Quote to repair Portaloo Door, The Playstool – Clerk has had no response to her letter of complaint to Four Jays.  Chairman to look at trying to repair the door and Clerk to see if the existing Portaloo can be part-exchanged for a new one, which must also be suitable for disabled use.    
Action:  Chairman/Clerk
3. Horse Crossing, Maidstone Road – County Cllr. Baldock advised that the vegetation will be grubbed out to allow horses to wait at the edge of the road before safely crossing.  KCC’s contractors wanted to charge £1000 for this work, but if the Parish Council employs a contractor direct it will only cost £500.  Proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige, 2 abstentions, 9 for; agreed to employ a contractor at the quoted price of £500.  County Cllr. Baldock to make the necessary arrangements.
Action:  County Cllr. Baldock

4. Request for Dog Waste Bin; The Playstool - It was agreed that there is a need for an extra dog waste bin where the Kissing Gates are at the Homestead View entrance/exit.  Clerk to see if Swale Borough Council will provide this free of charge; if not Members agreed expenditure up to £374 to purchase a new bin.   









Action:  Clerk
5. Borden School request for grant – The Grant application form has now been received by the Clerk. Members agreed a grant of £500 under Item 7.3 of the November Minutes.

Action:  Clerk
6. Christmas Lights – The total cost of the new lights (includes fitting and V.A.T.) is £1736.40p.  The work has been done; the tree is lit and already positive comments have been received.  
7. Budget 2014/15 – A draft budget was circulated to all Members.  Details of the Tax Base Rate for next year is still awaited from Swale Borough Council; this is needed to determine the actual increase in the Precept, which will be due to Swale withdrawing the Support Grant that was given in 2013/14.   Clerk instructed to bring this item to be brought back to the January meeting.  

Action:  Clerk  
8. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Harrison; 8 in favour, 1 abstention; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 30th November, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	19.12.13
	102230
	PFL Electrical Limited
	Lighting Maintenance – Nov
	£106.08p

	19.12.13
	102231
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele/Broadband, Office use, mileage and stationery
	£32.27p

	19.12.13
	102232
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  December 2013
	£89.60p

	19.12.13
	102233
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – November, 2013
	£385.40p

	19.12.13
	102234
	Four Jays Ltd.
	Weekly Toilet Service, The Playstool; November 2013
	£108.00p

	19.12.13
	102235
	John England
	Expenses associated with the Inspection of the Playstool – Nov.
	£50.00p

	19.12.13
	102236
	Steve Wakeling
	Final invoice 2013 Maintenance, Playstool – cricket & other cuts
	£653.25p

	19.12.13
	102237
	B&K Masters & Son
	Replacing 4 bench & table timbers on picnic benches in Playstool
	£152.40p

	19.12.13
	102238
	B&K Masters & Son
	Supply and fit 3 months to 4 years child swing
	£357.00p

	19.12.13
	102239
	B&K Masters & Son
	Supply labour, equipment and lighting for Playstool Christmas Tree
	£1736.40p

	19.12.13
	102240
	Julie Evans
	Refreshments for Xmas meeting
	£37.15p

	Eleven cheques in total


Post-dated cheque to ensure payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payment was made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages November, 2013 - £357.80p.
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – an informal meeting was held recently to slot in figures into the draft 2014/15 Budget.
2. KALC – Meeting took place on the 2nd December; Minutes are available on the KALC website.
3. Local Engagement Forum – A Meeting took place on the 17th December; Minutes will be on Swale Borough Council’s website in January.
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – In his absence a written report was received from Cllr. Hepburn as follows: "Not drinking water" signs have been put in the toilets as they are fed from a tank, and not direct from the mains; the kitchen is fed from the mains.  As a result of the tank feed system, new shut off valves are to be installed for the toilets to prevent air locks when repairs are carried out.  In addition, new door handles have been fitted to the side entrance door because the metal plate on the outside handle had fractured; the main hall heaters have been serviced and Swale Council Licence fee has been paid.
6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas attended a recent Governors’ meeting.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that a meeting was held, under a new Chair, which was devoted to planning for 2014.  The Committee would like to increase the number of speakers, produce a third and fourth leaflet in the Heritage Trail series; carry on with the war project and welcomed back Elaine Tuck to the Committee.  
8. Memorial – Cllr. Lainton reported that it looks as though this will be finished early in the New Year.  Members agreed that County Cllr. Ferrin’s name should be added to the list of those who enabled the boards to be created; Cllr. Lainton to produce a draft notice and circulate it to all Members.    




  




 
Action:  Cllr. Lainton
9. Swale Rural Forum – Cllr. Baldock attended the last Forum meeting to urge Members to think of questions they want raised before the next KALC meeting.  He also urged the Parish Council to put forward any things that it would like the Rural Forum to discuss.  
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. Traffic Calming – Chestnut Street – Cllr. Baldock – In his capacity as a County Councillor, Cllr. Baldock met with KCC Engineers to discuss the possibility of having build-outs, costing £1500 each, in Chestnut Street; he wondered if the Parish Council would look at drawing up a scheme for five or six build-outs along this highway?  He would be willing to pay for the scheme to be drawn up and see what comes of that.  Borough Cllr. Hampshire mentioned that at present vehicles park along Chestnut Street and this in fact slows traffic down.
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:

1. SW/13/1362 – Proposed alterations to roof to provide additional habitable rooms at first floor level – Redwood House, Wrens Road, Borden, Kent, ME9 8JD – no objection

2. APP/V2255/D/13/2208505 – Appeal against refusal of single storey garages – Bowl Reed, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8JX – noted.
Determined applications:


None
11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Cllr. Paige attended a training session at Swale Borough Council last week regarding planning and Gypsy and Traveller sites; it was interesting to see there was a higher attendance by Parish Councils than Borough Councillors.  He has circulated three documents on this, including the DCLG Planning Policy, to all Members and mentioned there will be follow ups on the legal planning area.  The Chairman commented that Borden already has two double sites in Danaway.
2. Borough Cllr. Hampshire mentioned that it has been brought to his attention that the paintwork on the village sign has started to peel.  The Chairman will look at this in the New Year.  
Action:  Cllr. Masters
3. Borough Cllr. Hampshire commented that access to The Street will be opened from the 20th December and will close again, for continuation of the gas works, just after the Christmas Period.

4. Cllr. Bolas raised the issue of felt coming off of the roof of the bus shelter; this needs to be repaired as a matter of urgency as rain penetration will cause further damage.  Members were minded to spend £200 on the repair and Clerk instructed to place this item on the January Agenda.   

Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 16th January, 2014, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 09.50 p.m.
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