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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20TH MARCH 2025 

191. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Butlin and Cllr Jemmett, Cllr Tumber, Cllr Small, Cllr Steadman, 

and Borough Cllr Cavanagh. 

It was RESOLVED to accept the above apologies 

In Attendance: Cllr Bolas, Cllr Baldock, Cllr Harrison, Cllr Hepburn, Cllr Palmer, Cllr Sims, Cllr Smith. 

 

192.  DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS  

Parish Hall – Cllr Bolas and Cllr Hepburn. 

Pavilion – Cllr Sims. 

Planning Applications – Cllr Baldock. 

 

193. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chair thanked Cllr Sims for his hard work and dedication as Chair of the 

Playstool Toilet Committee, which resulted in the successful installation of the new public toilet at Playstool 

Recreation Ground, a facility that will greatly benefit the community. The Chair also presented him with a card 

and a commemorative mug as a gesture of appreciation. 

 

194. TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE  

The minutes of the February Parish Council meeting (Appx A). 
The Chair asked if there were any comments on the minutes from February, there were none. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the February 2025 meeting which were signed by the Chair. 
 

195. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 
10 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting, a member of the public shall not speak for more than 
3 minutes.  A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman 
of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 

a. Police/PCSO: The Beat PC was not in attendance and has not responded to the Clerk's email invitation. 
b. Parishioners: One resident attended and expressed concerns about the proposed Riddles Road development, 

particularly regarding the loss of the countryside gap and its impact on their property. The resident provided a 
handout with information on the countryside gap. The Chair thanked the resident for their valuable input. 
Cllr Baldock suggested that the Parish Council may want to consider sending a representative to the Swale Planning 
Committee meeting when the application is discussed, which is likely to be in May. 
The clerk will scan the document from the resident regarding the countryside gap and share it with the full council. 

c. County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).  
i. A report from Cllr Baldock was not submitted before the meeting, so he provided a brief update on KCC winding 

down in preparation for the upcoming elections. He mentioned that the previous evening, the Council voted to 
proceed with applying for a place in the Unitary process. Other items of interest are included on the agenda and 
will be addressed during the meeting. 

ii. Cllr Cavanagh sent her apologies as unable to attend due to another meeting. 
 

196. FINANCE  

a. To approve the accounting statements and bank reconciliation for February 2025, including the general and 

earmarked reserves (EMR) (Appx B).  

The Clerk was asked about the Playstool weekly health and safety checks in comparison to the annual check. 

The Clerk provided an explanation of the process. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the February 2025 bank reconciliation and EMR, which were signed by the Chair. 

 

b. To review and approve the budget vs actual report for February 2025. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report for February 2025. 
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c. To approve the following BACS list of accounts for payment in March 2025.  

The Clerk noted the following two changes to the payment list: 

1) The description for the payment to Steve Wakeling should be updated to ‘maintenance contract (1 of 4)’. 

2) The payment to Kings Commercial has been revised to include the new toilet cleaning service, bringing the 

total to £288. 

A question was raised regarding the Amazon and Engraved Tags card purchases, as the description has been 

missed on the below payment list.  The Clerk confirmed that the Amazon invoices were stationary purchases, 

and the Engraved Tags were heavy duty key fobs for the new toilet key sets. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the below BACs list of payments for March 2025, which have been reviewed by 2 

authorised signatories as accurate before the meeting. Including the information noted above. 

 
d. To consider quotes for the Pavilion air conditioning service. 

It was noted for transparency that one of the quotes was supplied by Cllr Tumber on behalf of his employer. 
After discussion, a proposal was made to accept quote number two.  
It was RESOLVED by a majority vote to approve quote number two supplied by Staxons for £100 + VAT. 
 

197. PLANNING MATTERS 

a. Application 23/502210/FULL: PINS reference: APP/V2255/W/25/3360089:  
Notification of Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate Proposal: Construction of a solar farm together 
with control building, switch room, substations and compound, point of connection equipment, store room, 
access track, security measures, associated infrastructure and works, landscaping and biodiversity 
enhancements. Location: Land On Either Side Of Vigo Lane And Wrens Road Sittingbourne Kent. 
An appeal has been lodged by Industria Solar Vigo Ltd. in relation to the above for the following reason: The 

Council has refused permission for this application. The Planning Inspectorate/Secretary of State has decided 

that the appeal will be determined on the basis of a Public Inquiry. 

If the Parish Council wish to make representations comments are due by 24th March 25. 

After discussion and review of the Parish Council’s previous objections to this application, a motion was made 

and it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would send comments to the Planning Officer reiterating their 

original comments submitted in June 2023, confirming that in their opinion nothing has changed, and expressing 

that they would like to send a representative to speak at the appeal if given the opportunity. 

 

Cllr Baldock left the meeting at 19:55 

 

 

 

 

 

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Staff Payroll  Staff salary 1,014.14£      n/a 1,014.14£    

HMRC Payroll PAYE 339.50£          n/a 339.50£        

Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses 29.05£            n/a 29.05£          

Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance Centenary & Memorial Gdns Maintenance 570.60£          95.10£          475.50£        

Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet Cleaning - Aug 173.33£          n/a 173.33£        

J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections 60.00£            n/a 60.00£          

Steve Wakeling Open Spaces Hedge cut back for CCTV view 834.34£          n/a 834.34£        

Cleveland Sitesafe New Playstool Toilet Final payment 681.60£          113.60£       568.00£        

Total BACS payments 3,702.56£      208.70£       3,493.86£    

Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge 18.17£            3.03£            15.14£          

Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website 11.99£            2.00£            9.99£            

O2 Office Mobile 14.35£            2.39£            11.96£          

EE Office Broadband 20.71£            3.45£            17.26£          

EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply 42.52£            2.02£            40.50£          

N Power Utilities Electricity - Unmetered supply 180.92£          8.62£            172.30£        

PHS Toilet Service /Maintenance Bins 269.69£          44.95£          224.74£        

Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card 201.10£          24.77£          176.33£        

Total DD payments 759.45£          91.23£          668.22£        

Credit Card Payments

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Euroloos Open Spaces Toilet servicing 87.44£            14.57£          72.87£          

Amazon Health & Safety 21.98£            3.67£            18.31£          

Amazon 24.90£            4.15£            20.75£          

Wicks General Maintenance New toilet sundries 49.50£            n/a 49.50£          

Engraved Tags 14.28£            2.38£            11.90£          

Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee 3.00£               n/a 3.00£            

Total Credit Card 201.10£          24.77£          176.33£        

Bank Charges and Transfers

Bank Charges Unity Monthly service charge due 28/02/25 9.00£               n/a 9..00
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198. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/  

Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a formal 

consultation for the Parish Council. 

 

1) Application Ref 25/500568/FULL: Proposal: Retrospective application for change of use of agricultural land to 

2no. dog walking fields, including erection of 2no. shelters and associated fencing, gates and parking. Address 

Land Adjacent To Hamlet Court Hearts Delight Road Tunstall Kent ME9 8HX. 

Consultation comments are due by 12th March 25.  An extension has been agreed. 

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application. 

 

2) Application 25/500646/SUB Grid 588348/161760 Officer:  Address The Oast House Wrens Road Borden Kent 

ME9 8JE Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (acoustic assessment and subsequent report) 

and condition 5 (acoustic report) in relation to planning permission 24/503571/FULL. 

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application, 

 

3) Application 24/502717/OUT Proposal: Outline Application (with all matters reserved) for erection of a care 

home (Class C2), with associated parking, landscaping and substation. Location: Land West Of Borden Lane 

Sittingbourne Kent ME9 8HR. 

Consultation comments are due by 26th March 25. 

A discussion took place in which concerns were raised about the fact that KCC Ecology has yet to submit their 

comments, which the Parish Council may wish to address, potentially covering issues such as bat roosts and 

badger setts. The Parish Council’s previous 10 objection points were also reviewed.   

The Chair summarised the discussion, that the Parish Council should have the opportunity to review the KCC 

Ecology report and noted that various ecological considerations have not been addressed, therefore, the Parish 

Council should maintain their objection to the application. 

It was RESOLVED to object to this planning application for the reasons outlined below: 

1) The lack of parking and public transport remains a concern, as it will likely lead to parking on Borden Lane 
and surrounding roads.  

2) We remain concerned about the apparent conflict between the statement that mitigation measures will be 
taken against the effect of gas on the site, and the statement that there is no gas on site.  

3) We believe it is inappropriate that the KCC Ecology report is not yet available. The Parish Council requires 
time to review this report before submitting any further informed comments.  

4) The Borden Wildlife Group has identified that the badger survey is inconsistent with observed activity.  
5) We have concerns regarding the future of the identified bat roost and foraging areas, as there is no evident 

mitigation to support these habitats.  
6) Species would be lost due to this development, and the proposed biodiversity net gain and measures do not 

conserve or embrace the preservation of current species and valuable habitats.  
7) The proposed Care Home site is detrimental to the Nature Reserve habitat and species, including slow 

worms, which are highly valued for their biodiversity impact.  
8) The mitigation site proposed is too distant and is not considered a true comparison to the existing habitat. 
 

4) Application: 25/500875/SUB Grid: 588553/163571:  Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD Proposal: 

Submission of details application pursuant to: condition 2 (Phasing plan), Condition 10 (Connection to public 

sewer), Condition 15 (Levels), Condition 16 (Telecommunication Infrastructure and Fibre Optic), Condition 33 

(Travel plan), Condition 37 (Details of estate road, footways, footpaths, verges, street planting, junctions, street 

lighting etc.), Condition 40 (Detailed design of spine road) in relation to planning permission 17/505711/HYBRID 

(APP/V2255/W/19/3233606). 

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application. 

 

Cllr Baldock returned to the meeting at 20:33 

 

 

http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
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199. New Urgent Item - Highsted Planning Enquiry Update  
The Clerk advised that this item was not included on the agenda and should be added to the next agenda for 

discussion. This was noted, but due to the urgency of the matter, it was agreed to proceed. 

Cllr Baldock provided an update on the Highsted Planning enquiry, noting that the preliminaries are complete, 
and the process will proceed in three phases. The applicants have not submitted all the required evidence, and 
claims made by the applicant, such as the involvement of Kent Wildlife Trust, are being questioned. Additionally, 
Highways England and KCC have now reached common ground on the southern relief road. Speaking days are 
scheduled for the 15th and 16th of May, during which the Parish Council could speak. 
A proposal was made that the Parish Council arrange for a representative to speak at the hearing. 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council representative (name to be determined) would attend the hearing on 
either the 15th or 16th of May 2025 to present the Parish Council’s objections to the application. 
 

200. BUSINESS ITEMS 

a. To agree to rescind the February resolution (item 181a) due to missed information. 

Under item 182a (not 181a), the second resolution point initially suggested that Fernham Homes had requested 

a meeting, but this was later clarified as incorrect. 

It was RESOLVED to agree to rescind the February resolution (item 182a). 

 

b. To discuss byelaws for the Fete Committee’s Easter egg hunt and BBQ. 

Cllr Sims updated that the Byelaws state no BBQ’s so if any are held the Byelaw is suspended temporarily for 

certain events. 

It was RESOLVED to suspend the BBQ Byelaw for both this year’s Easter Egg Hunton the  18th April and the 

Summer Fete event on 19th July. 

 

c. To review the Borden Broadside March edition. 

It was noted that Cllr Baldock sent the draft for agreement to the Chair, Cllr Sims and the Clerk and it has now 

been sent to print.  Cllr Baldock will organise the deliveries when received. 

d. To consider passing a resolution to sign up to the civility and respect pledge. 
The pledge requirements were reviewed and discussed. 
It was RESOLVED that signing the pledge was not thought necessary as it was already encompassed within the 

Code of Conduct and Nolan Principles and as such would be an unnecessary duplication. 

 

201. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES  

a. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on available updates. The report can be 

viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

The report responses to the previous questions asked of BDW via the WLMG were reviewed, with the latest 

responses received late this afternoon. It was noted that there is a discrepancy regarding the 6’6” width 

restriction on Platinum Way. The response from KCC contradicts the BDW reply. KCC’s Principal Transport & 

Development Planner stated in an email dated 10th March 2025 that, although Platinum Way is designed to 

distributor road standards and will link Borden Lane with Chestnut Street, there are currently no plans to amend 

the existing 6’6” width restriction. This means Platinum Way will remain restricted, with exceptions for buses 

and loading. However, the KCC works on the Key Street/A2 junction will require changes to the Traffic Regulation 

Order to allow HGV access onto the revised A249 slip road, which will also affect the width restriction along 

Chestnut Street. 

It was RESOLVED that the 6’6 width restriction should stay in place currently, irrespective of any attempts to 

change it.  The update from the KCC Principal Transport & Development Planner of  10th March 2025 was noted. 

 

Cllr Harrison left the meeting at 21:05 and returned at 21:07 

At 21:08, it was RESOLVED to move into a Closed Session. 

Further to item 201a, the session was closed to receive additional responses from BDW regarding the questions 

raised in the February closed session. 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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The closed session ended at 21:20, and the open session resumed. 

i. To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW. 

It was RESOLVED to send the above questions to BDW via the WLMG. 

• Cryalls Lane is being used by aggregate lorries from the development consistently, which goes against 

condition 3. 

• What will happen to the remaining trees on the land in between the Nature Reserve and Borden Lane.  

 

Additionally, as part of item 201ai, a proposal was made that the Parish Council write to Swale asking about the 

future of the land between the Nature Reserve and Borden Lane. 

It was RESOLVED to approve that a letter be sent to SBC enquiring about the future of the land between the 

Nature Reserve and Borden Lane. 

 

ii. New Item - the Rugby and Community Hub Management Group 

The Clerk advised that this item was not on the agenda and should be added to the next agenda for discussion. 

This was noted, but considered relevant to the WLMG item and appropriate for discussion and resolution 

without further delay. 

A proposal was made that the Parish Council write to Swale Borough Council (SBC) regarding the Rugby & 

Community Hub’s Management Committee and its current representation status. 

It was RESOLVED to approve a letter to be sent to SBC to inquire about the status of the Rugby & Community 

Hub’s Management Committee. 

 

b. New Build Playstool Convenience Committee: To receive a progress report and consider any recommendations 

from the Committee. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

Since the toilet has been open to the public an issue with the door timer automatically closing and locking was 

noted, this was reported to the unit manufacturer who arranged for the repair to be completed today. 

The Committee and Sub Committee will remain in place until after the 6 month period of construction when the 

final inspection is completed by the architect and payments have been approved. 

 

c. Nature Reserve: To receive an update on the status of the new lease. 

The Clerk provided an update that on 17th March, KCC advised that following recent discussions with the Parish 

Council, they are in the process of arranging a tree survey for the Nature Reserve, which they hope to complete 

in the next few weeks.  

The Clerk also mentioned that she is arranging the annual tree survey and suggested that the Nature Reserve be 

excluded, for the time being, as she has requested that KCC share their findings to avoid overlap.  

It was RESOLVED to respond and thank KCC for the update regarding the tree survey but to also follow up on the 

previously mentioned contamination issue. 

 

d. VE Day 80 Group: To receive an update on the event planning progress. 

Everything is on target, there are no changes to last month’s report. 

Cllr Baldock is running a VE Day 80 fundraising quiz to raise funds to donate towards the Parish Council event on 

8th May.  The quiz will take place at the Long Hop on Saturday 22nd March from 19:00. 

 

202. HIGHWAYS  

To receive an update from the Highways Committee. The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

Cllr Bolas advised that the process of establishing a 20mph speed limit through parts of Borden is ongoing with 

KCC Highways, along with a proposed 40mph speed limit at Danaway & Oad Street.  The signage at the Oad 

Street junction should be paid for by KCC Highways, and we cannot comment on the Whipstakes Hill area as it is 

outside of the Borden boundary. 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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203. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 

a. A proposed vote of thanks. 

Cllr Sims requested that the Parish Council show appreciation for Nigel Sands, whose invaluable contribution to 

the toilet project has been greatly appreciated.  

It was RESOLVED unanimously to formally thank Nigel Sands for his significant voluntary contributions to the 

Toilet Committee as a non-councillor member over the past year, particularly for his consultation regarding the 

architect and contractors, using his professional expertise.  The Parish Council proposes offering under LGA 1972 

111, a voucher at the Oad Street venue for  the sum of £60.00, as a small gesture of appreciation for his service. 

 

204. CORRESPONDENCE 

a. To review resident correspondence and agree on any further actions to be taken. 

Correspondence items were reviewed, with no further action currently required. 

 

b. To review correspondence sent by the Parish Council following the February meeting, along with any updates 

received and any further actions required. 

• Letter to SBC regarding Contributions for Playstool pitches drainage: The estimated cost has now been 

received and sent to the Planning Consultant as requested. 

• The meeting with Taylor Wimpey regarding Ufton Court Farm has been arranged for 2nd April. 

• The letter to the Police Inspector regarding the beat PC’s communication will be sent from this meeting. 

 

c. To receive an update on the complaint to KCC regarding the lack of response from letters sent to KCC Ecology, 

about planning application 24/502787/SUB (November item 140c).  

A complaint to KCC has been raised via their online complaint form.  

 

205. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting). 

a. Kent Association of Local Councils –  reports circulated as received. 

b. Borden Sports Association – Cllr Sims. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

c. Borden Parish Hall – Cllr Hepburn (attachment 1).  

i. To receive an update on the February (item 189ci) request for cabinet storage space from SBC. 

The SBC Head of Place/Place Services is looking into the request for storage. 

d. Borden Heritage Group – Cllr Harrison (attachment 2). The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

 

206. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION  

Cllr Smith informed the Parish Council that SBC’s executive rejected the complaint regarding skylark mitigation, 

stating it was not in the public interest to enforce skylark plots. However, they acknowledged it was wrong to 

accept the uncorroborated word of the developer’s ecologist. The ombudsman has acknowledged the 

investigation, and Kent Wildlife Trust has offered to help. 

 

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON 17thb APRIL 2025 

 

The meeting ended at 21:54 

 

 

The minutes of this meeting were approved and signed by the Chair: 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………….. Date: ………………………………………………… 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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