BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL )

Notes used by Clir Small for the Parish Council’s representation at the Planning Appeal meeting held on 5%
August 2025

23/502210/FULL - Construction of a solar farm together with control building, switch room,
substations and compound, point of connection equipment, store room, access track, security
measures, associated infrastructure and works, landscaping and biodiversity enhancements.

Borden Parish Council object to this application for the following reasons:

1.

The loss of grade 2, 3a and 3b agricultural land. Development on these grades of land is
inconsistent with the Swale Borough Council local plan policy DM31 “Development on best and
most versatile agricultural land (specifically grades 1, 2 and 3a) will not be permitted”

There has already been large amounts of agricultural land lost to development in Borden with both
the Wises Lane and Manor Farm housing developments.

He proposed solar farm will impact negatively on the setting in terms of the visual impact, noise and
light pollution and will shrink the countryside gap.

Even with the amended plans, the harms of this application far outweigh the benefits for the residents
of Borden.

The closure of the footpaths during this development will add to the already large number of public
rights of way that are closed in Borden due to development and the cumulative impact of this should
not be underestimated.

If this application were to be approved, Borden Parish Council asks that the following points are taken into
consideration and where relevant controlled via conditions:

a) All construction traffic should enter the site by Vigo Farm and no traffic should enter the
thoroughfare of the Oad Street settlement

b) An ecological management plan be produced in order to provide further details of the hedgerow
planting and ongoing management of the site with regard to wildlife and the biodiversity.

c) As hedgerows are being removed, we are concerned that dormouse habitat is being destroyed and
we would ask for the appropriate surveys and mitigation be put into place.

d) Restrictions on lighting to protect the dark skies during both construction and operation of the
site.

e) A construction management plan to be produced to provide details on access, working hours,
wheel washing, etc



