BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 20th February, 2014 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. K. Lainton



Cllr. J. Bolas – Vice-Chair



Cllr. E. Harrison
Cllr. D. Roberts





Cllr. E. Tuck

Cllr. P. Paige





Cllr. M. Baldock
Cllr. J. Hepburn





Lynda Fisher, Clerk
Cllr. J. Evans





1 Parishioner
1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Emery and Cllr. Millican.
2.  
Public Time 

A Parishioner referred to a public notice in the local newspaper relating to a Goods Vehicle Operators Licence for Hooks Hole for 12 goods vehicles and 15 trailers.  He queried whether this would need planning permission.  He is going to put in an objection based on the grounds that it is in a Conservation Area and in a restricted width restriction zone.  Cllr. Roberts will look at the planning consent to ascertain how many vehicles can be on site.
Members were asked if they wished to object to this proposal as the amount of vehicles on site is being increased.  It was proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Baldock, 9 for, 1 abstention, agreed to send a letter of objection to the Traffic Commissioner.   




Action:  Clerk
County Cllr. Baldock has received quite a few complaints and had numerous discussions regarding the closure of The Street.  He attended a meeting two weeks ago when it was agreed that The Street would be opened every night, from 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 a.m. and from 2.00 p.m. Saturday until 7.00 a.m. on Monday morning, with all signs being removed at the end of each day.  The contractor’s Governor went on holiday and this does not appear to be happening.  He e-mailed the contractors asking that they make sure that this agreement is adhered to but tonight the road closure signs are still there!  They are now subject to a bi-weekly inspection by KCC.  These works will go on until June at the earliest; they then go down Wises Lane and then Pond Farm Road.  Cllr. Hepburn raised concern that the deadline for these works is dangerously close to the Fete on the 21st June.  County Cllr. Baldock will make sure he mentions this at the next site meeting.  The Gas contractors have muted that they will communicate with the Parish Council.  Cllr. Lainton expressed concern to the bus dropping off people at Harmans Corner; it is not good if you are disabled and have to walk back a fair distance along The Street to reach one’s designation.
County Cllr. Baldock also advised that at KCC’s budget meeting it was confirmed that Members’ Grants will be slashed by 50% from April 2014. County are going ahead with the revised version of the Freedom Bus Pass; have decided not to go ahead with introducing 20 mph speed limits and not scrap the lorry parking scheme.
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige; all in favour, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 16th January, 2014, be signed as a true transcript.

4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllrs. Hepburn , Bolas and Baldock declared an interest in Item 7.3.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – Following the recent storms two Eucalyptus Trees on The Playstool have fallen and the remaining two show signs of ground movement around the bases.  The Clerk has been advised by the Tree Preservation Officer that he has inspected the remaining trees and has given his approval for them to be cut down.  Clerk to contact a tree surgeon to remove them.  
            






Action:  Clerk
2. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Clerk has received confirmation from nine residents that they are happy to undertake training.  She is in the process of discussing training with adjoining Parishes; to work together and share equipment. 






Action:  Clerk
3. Parish Meeting – Due to current legislation which states that a Parish Meeting has to be held after 6.00 p.m. it was decided to revert back to holding a Borden Assembly later in the year.  Clerk to check on availability of hall in July and August.



            
             Action:  Clerk




6.
Correspondence
1. Public Consultation on the Pre Submission Draft of the Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan – Cllr. Baldock raised concern at the way the policies are drawn up and commented that there is a requirement that land it put back the way it was before being excavated, but there is no requirement to restore it to a workable condition.    
2. Consultation on outpatient services in east Kent - Noted, does not affect this area.
3. Changes to Planning Department Operations - Swale Borough Council - Proposals noted.

4. KCC Consultation - Road Casualty Reduction Strategy for Kent – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock, seconded by Cllr. Bolas, 8 in favour 2 abstentions; agreed Cllr. Baldock to drawn up a response stating that there is a need to adopt locally focused methods of risk assessments rather than responding after an incident has happened and to raise the issue of 20 mph speed limits.
 
 Action:  Cllr. Baldock
5. KCC's Safe & Sensible Street Lighting Plan – Noted.
6. Christmas and New Year Storms – Noted; highlights the issues of flooding and preparing for emergencies.
7.
Finance 
1. The Playstool – Trees, damaged fencing and removal/replacement of Conifer Hedge – Clerk to place an item on the March Agenda regarding the Conifer hedging.         Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Replacement Street Lighting– Clerk to bring back designs and costs to the March.
Action:  Clerk
3. Parish Hall – Grant request for Hall Floor – The floor surface is breaking down and the floor needs a complete refurbishment.  It was proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; 6 for; four abstentions; agreed to donate £4500 towards the cost of this work.
4. CPRE Annual Subscription 2014/15 – Proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; all in favour; agreed to renew the subscription at a cost of £29.




5. Action with Communities in Rural Kent Subscription 2014/15 – Proposed by Cllr. Baldock and seconded by Cllr. Paid, all in favour; agreed to renew the subscription at a cost of £35. 
6. Fryer Group Price Increase – Proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Paige, all in favour to accept the price increase for monthly gardening from £292.17p to £301.17p.
7. Clerk’s Salary 2014/15 – Proposed by Cllr. Evans and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; all in favour; agreed the Clerk to progress to the top of the salary Scale SCP27 - £12.052p per hour, with effect from the 1st April, 2014.
8. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Paige; seconded by Cllr. Lainton; 8 in favour, 2 abstention; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st January, 2014 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	20.02.14
	102252
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele, Office use, mileage Jan 2014
	£17.37p

	20.02.14
	102253
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  February 2014
	£89.60p

	20.02.14
	102254
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – Jan 2014
	£350.60p

	20.02.14
	102255
	John England
	Expenses assoc. re. Inspection of the Playstool –Jan 14
	£50.00p

	20.02.14
	102256
	Steve Wakeling
	Cutting back trees overhanging pitch, The Playstool
	£36.00p

	20.02.14
	102257
	M. Belsom & Son Ltd
	Tree Cutting, The Playstool, as per estimate 16.11.13
	£1176.00p

	20.02.14
	102258
	Borden Parish Hall
	Hire of Hall, Oct to Dec 2013
	£37.80p

	20.02.14
	102259
	MIC Signwriting
	Second half payment for Memorial Boards
	£2000.00p

	20.02.14
	102260
	State Securities PLC 
	Lighting Maintenance January 2014
	£106.08p

	20.02.14
	102261
	Kent County Council
	Interactive Sign – Wrens Road
	£3933.50p

	Nine cheques in total


Post-dated cheque to ensure payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payments were made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages January, 2014 - £357.80p; EDF – Lighting Energy Supply -
 £1157.65p.

Interactive Sign – At the May 2013 meeting Members agreed to match fund and pay the amount of £3250 towards this, with County Cllr. Baldock paying the remainder through his Members Fund.  However since the Agenda was posted an invoice has been received from KCC for £3933.50p, which is an increase on the original cost.  As this payment is urgent in order for the grant to come forward in the current financial year; Members were minded to agree this extra cost so that a cheque could be raised at this meeting; Clerk instructed to place this item on the March Agenda.


Action:  Clerk
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – nothing to report.
2. KALC – Nothing to report; next meeting 3rd March.
3. Local Engagement Forum – Next meeting on the 13th March.
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Cllr. Hepburn has had an offer of 80 chairs from Rodmersham Village Hall (which would help to replace some of the old ones), which he has accepted.  
6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas reported that the Headmaster has now returned to work.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that two new Heritage Trail brochures have been produced; Helen Allison will be giving a talk on ‘Looking at Crime in Victorian Kent’ on the 12th March and a Wine and Wisdom is planned for the 22nd March.
8. Memorial – A pleased Cllr. Lainton reported “they’re on their way! The Memorial boards are now complete and ready for installation.  
9. Swale Rural Forum – Latest Minutes are on Swale Borough Council’s website.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. Horse Crossing - Danaway – Cllr. Masters – Cllr. Masters raised concern regarding visibility issues with the crossing waiting area.  Cllr. Baldock responded that the British Horse Society and Kent County Council Engineers had recommended the design.  He added that the project had been subject to consultation with some local residents, the British Horse Society and KCC Engineers, who allowed the design to go there. 
2. S.106 Agreements – Cllr. Baldock – Clerk to ask Swale Borough Council what is happening as regards the off-site formal local play area for Danaway, Maidstone Road (approximately £16000 to be spent by 2020 and to contact Mark Cheverton, KCC, to see if he can assist as regards land allocation.
3. Parking along the old A249, near The Tudor Rose Public House – Cllr. Roberts – Cars are parking from the roundabout at Key Street up to the Tudor Rose, at times making it difficult for vehicles to pass.  Cllr. Roberts suggested yellow lines from the Tudor Rose (who are in agreement) up to the EDF site gateway, with parking restriction times from 10.00 to 11.00 a.m. 5 days per week to alleviate this problem.  Cllr. Baldock agreed to look into this matter.  

Action:  Cllr. Baldock







               
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:

1. SW/13/1368 – Listed building consent for window replacements identical in size and detail to existing on the north and south elevations.  Remedial works to alter the pitch of the porch.  Reinstatement of missing cornice detailing – Sutton Baron House, Sutton Baron Road, Borden, ME9 8LH – Members raised no objection to this application.

2. SW/14/0030 – Revised application for pool building – Bowl Reed, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8JX - Members raised no objection to this application.

3. SW/14/0081 – Proposed vehicle crossover from No. 259 London Road – 259 London Road, Sittingbourne, ME10 1PW – Members raised concern that this vehicle crossing is very near to the junction with Sandford Road and there could be an accident if someone is trying to get out of the driveway.

4. SW/14/007 – Raise ridge and soffit to provide new living space in loft area with rear extension and garage to side – 51 Wises Lane, Borden, ME10 1YN – Does not meet the local identified need for housing for elderly people.  It is not in keeping with the area and an over development of the site.
5. SW/14/0107 – Proposal for new pitched roof to existing outbuilding with temporary permission for use of outbuilding for residential use during demolition and construction of new dwelling on the site – 1-2 Woodgate Cottages, Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 8JX – Members requested that the temporary permission be restricted to three years.
6. SW/13/1574 – Removal of main roof (rooms are within roof space) and addition of full height first floor and roof; single storey porch extension in front and new boundary wall on west and southern boundaries – Oad Irons, Oad Street, Borden, ME9 8LB – Members raised no objection to this application.
Determined applications:

1. SW/10/1572 & SW/10/1573 – Conversion of existing Oast House to residential dwelling (previously approved SW/05/0432) and conversion and extension of annexe (previously approved under SW/04/0687) - 201 Borden Lane, Sittingbourne, ME9 8HR – Withdrawn on 15th January, 2014.

11.
Any Other Matters Arising – None.
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 20th March, 2014, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 09.35 p.m.
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