
BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL         
 

 
Every year a Parish Meeting must be held for all local government electors of the Parish. The meeting must be held between 1st 

March and 1st June and proceedings must not begin before 6 pm.  

Any elector of the Parish may make suggestions and comment on anything relevant to the residents of the Parish. It is an 

opportunity for parishioners to question people and organisations on any issues relating to the Parish. 

As the Annual Parish Meeting is not a Parish Council meeting it is not conducted in the same way or governed by the same rules 

as a Parish Council meeting and any resolutions passed do not bind the Parish Council. 

 

MINUTES OF BORDEN PARISH MEETING HELD ON 15TH MAY 2015 

1. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

The Chair welcomed everyone and reminded those present that, with the exception of himself, all 

attendees, including Parish Councillors, were participating in the meeting as parishioners. 

 

2. APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES FROM 16TH MAY 2024 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2024 were approved and signed by the Chair. The 

minutes are available on the Parish Council website www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

3. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Chair delivered a report summarising the Parish Council's activities over the last year.  

 

4. POLICE BEAT OFFICER  

The Beat Officer was not in attendance and did not provide a report or any community updates for 

the meeting. 

 

5. ANNUAL REPORTS FROM SWALE AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The Chair welcomed Borough Council Councillor Ann Cavanagh and newly elected County 

Councillor Richard Palmer. 

 

Borough Councillor Cavanagh gave a summary of her background and reported on her activities 

over the past year.   

 

County Councillor Palmer discussed issues raised by residents since his election, including school 

appeals and transport concerns. He confirmed that he understood the Kent County Council 

member’s grant will continue.  Cllr Palmer also spoke about the implementation of the 20mph 

scheme in Borden,  referencing his experience of the Newington. Although it took time to embed, 

he felt that the scheme had been worthwhile and added that a proactive Speedwatch group can be 

very beneficial.  

 

6. BORDEN PARISH HALL TRUSTEES 

Cllr John Hepburn shared that the Trustees aim to promote the Hall as a Community Centre.  

https://bordenparishhall.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
https://bordenparishhall.com/
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7. BORDEN SPORTS ASSOCIATION (BSA) 

Cllr Sims referred to the Borden Sports Association’s annual report and gave a brief update, noting 
the following: 
➢ The football team has had a challenging season and completed the season in the lower section 

of the league table.  
➢ The cricket season ended with them 10th in the Kent Village Division 2 table. The new season 

has recently begun. 
➢ Borden Junior School will hold its Sports Day at the Pavilion, which has been made available by 

the Sports Association Committee free of charge. 
The Committee expressed appreciation to the Parish Council for its support over the last year.  
https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/  
 

8. BORDEN HERITAGE GROUP 

Cllr Harrison shared an update on the Heritage Group activities. Over the past year, the group has 

welcomed many new members and participated in a variety of engaging visits.  

Plans for the year ahead include:  

➢ A guided tour of Sittingbourne High Street 

➢ It is hopeful for a December talk by Dana Goodburn-Brown, known for her appearances on the 

BBC’s Digging for Britain.  

The Heritage Group agendas are published on their website at https://www.bordenheritage.co.uk/,  
 

9. BORDEN UNITED CHARITIES (BUC) 

Cllr Harrison also presented an update on Borden United Charities, which was established in 1931. 

Further information can be found on their website https://www.hugofox.com/community/borden-

united-charities-15105/home/.  

An exciting development is about to happen as they are in the process of becoming a CIO 

(Charitable Incorporated Organisation). A map of the area covered by the Charity is available on 

request.  

 

10. PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS 

It was suggested that more local organisations be personally invited to attend the next Annual 

Parish Meeting, as not everyone sees the flyer on the notice boards, website or Facebook page. 

 

There were no further questions from the Parishioners. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 18:36 

 

***All reports submitted for this meeting are attached below*** 
 

The minutes of this meeting were approved and signed by: 

 

Chair: ……………………………………………………… Date: ……………………………….. 

https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/
https://www.bordenheritage.co.uk/
https://www.hugofox.com/community/borden-united-charities-15105/home/
https://www.hugofox.com/community/borden-united-charities-15105/home/


Chairman's Report for the Borden Annual Parish Meeting 15th May 2025 
 
Throughout the year, the Parish Council has worked hard to support the community, not 

only by maintaining and improving essential amenities, but also by ensuring that public 

funds are used wisely and effectively. A particular success has been our ability to secure 

several external grants, which meant key projects could be delivered without drawing 

directly from residents contributions. This approach has helped to ease financial 

pressures while still delivering real improvements to the village.  

Summary of initiatives carried out 

One of the most significant outcomes of this funding success was the completion and 

opening of the new Playstool toilet facility. This was made possible through a 

combination of grants secured from the commencement of the project,  from the 

Government’s Community Ownership Fund, the Swale Borough Council Community 

Infrastructure Grant, and Section 106 funding. The new facility is now open to the public 

and is a welcome addition to the Playstool area, improving accessibility and convenience 

for all users. 

We have had success with securing a Swale Borough Council Community Infrastructure 

Grant to support the installation of the Pavilion CCTV system, helping to enhance 

community safety. 

Further improvements to local amenities have been made possible thanks to funding 

from the National Lottery Community Fund and the Kent Members Fund for the new 

Playstool roundabout. This addition has improved the play area, keeping it an enjoyable 

environment for local families. 

Progress continues with Kent County Council Highways on the Highway Improvement 

Plan (HIP), and I am pleased to report that an agreement has been reached for a 20mph 

speed limit through parts of Borden. This change will help improve road safety across 

the village, which has been a major concern for residents. The 20mph scheme is being 

funded through Local Transport Plan (LTP) funding secured by KCC Highways, meaning 

there is no cost to parishioners and parish funding can now be redirected to support 

other Highway improvements. 

In addition, other proposals are still being progressed with KCC Highways, as part of the 

HIP, including a proposed 40mph speed limit through Maidstone road at Danaway to 

the motorway bridge and Oad Street, aimed at improving safety in response to concerns 

raised by residents. The possibility of extending the 40mph limit further down Oad 

Street towards the A249 is also under investigation. These proposals reflect our 



Chairman's Report for the Borden Annual Parish Meeting 15th May 2025 
 
continued engagement with parishioners and our commitment to addressing local 

concerns about road safety and the impact of development. 

We have worked with National Highways on the Junction 5/A249 scheme to encourage 
tree planting across the widest area possible to help offset environmental and visual 
impact. We also successfully opposed the use of Chestnut Street as a diversion route, 
ensuring disruption to residents was minimised. 

In planning matters, Cllr Sims represented the Parish Council at the Highsted Planning 

Committee appeal in November, ensuring our community’s concerns were clearly 

voiced. 

Our work with Kent County Council on securing a lease for the new Nature Reserve 

remains ongoing. We are committed to achieving an agreement that ensures long-term 

community access and supports the environment and wildlife. 

The D Day 80 event in June was a great success, bringing together our community to 

celebrate and pay tribute to the sacrifices made. 

The Wises Lane Monitoring Group (WLMG) continues to liaise with BDW, representing 

the interests of residents by asking important questions and seeking clarity on issues 

relating to the ongoing development at Wises Lane. 

We also welcomed new members to the Parish Council during the year, and we are 

grateful to those who have stepped forward to contribute their time and energy in 

support of the village 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all councillors, volunteers, and members of the 

community for their continued support and commitment. We have achieved a great 

deal this year through collaboration and persistence, and I hope the PC can  look 

forward to building on these achievements in the year ahead. 

 

Jeremy Bolas 

Chair to Borden Parish Council 



Report for Borden Parish Council’s Annual Council 
15.5.25 

My name is Ann Cavanagh, I was born in Faversham, but spent 
30yrs in and around London, before moving back to Swale 15yrs 
ago to care for my mum. 

I have always been involved in helping the community: –  

• tenant block rep for councils/housing associations where I 
have lived 

• on steering group for the redevelopment of our high rise 
estate under a Housing Action Trust (chair of the steering 
group for a while) 

• parent volunteer for local Sure Start when they were first set 
up, then paid role to continue helping set it up 

• treasurer of 2 creches when my children were young 

I have always worked with people: – 

• Adults with acute or chronic mental heath issues 
• Adults with Learning Difficulties 
• People with physical difficulties (children and adults) 
• In Education 
• Foster Carer 

Since being elected in May 2023 I have worked hard to get to 
know the people and the needs of the whole area. For those who 
haven’t already contacted me I am on 2 local Borden Facebook 
Groups (Borden Village Kent and Borden Village Rural Matters 
and Information)and a Danaway one (Danaway Residents ME9).  I 
can also be contacted by messenger or at my Swale email ( 
AnnCavanagh@Swale.gov.uk). I think its fair to say I give a swift 
reply, which is honest and doesn’t raise any unfair expectations. 
If I don’t know the answer to your question I will do my best to 
find out and get back to you. 

mailto:AnnCavanagh@Swale.gov.uk


I have a good working relationship with our new KCC councillor, 
plus of course SBC councillors and officers. 

Over the last year I have been to many meetings at Swale, often 
offering to substitute for fellow councillors who cannot attend a 
meeting. This has given me a wider idea of what is going on on 
committees that I am not a member of .  

I have also attended many trainings/briefings to make me better 
prepared for areas otherwise new to me 

The 3 most important things over the last year to me have been:- 

1. The new waste contract with Suez. We all know how long it has 
taken for Suez to get to grips with the contract, however finally 
it has settled down. Suez now responds quickly to any bins it 
has inadvertently missed, if reported online by residents. A 
positive effect is the close working relationship I have formed 
with the relevant SBC officers, which is invaluable for any 
unexpected blips road closures on bin days 

2. Local Government Reorganisation. The likelihood that we will 
move from 2 tier local government (Iie KCC and SBC) to one 
tier, a larger unitary. It should make some things more 
straightforward eg one council to do with anything with roads, 
but it will be a huge amount of work for officers and councillors 

3. Highsted inquiry – the 2 current housing applications are being 
heard by an Inspector in a very long complex appeal. I am 
finding it very interesting to hear different experts in the same 
field having different judgements on the same item. Plus of 
course the result is likely to directly affect other housing 
applications/appeals in Swale 

Ann Cavanagh, SBC councillor for Borden and Grove Park 11.5.25 

 

 



 

 



             

 
Annual Report - May 2025 

 
 
Borden Sports Association is the home to both village football and cricket teams 
whom play at the Playstool sports field through their respective seasons.  
 
It is imperative within this report that mention is made of the small group of 
volunteers that work tirelessly to ensure that the pavilion and sports field are 
maintained to the high standard displayed today. Roger Pudner, Kevin Smith, David 
Roche and Knocker Williams devote their free time to the running of this excellent 
facility for the enjoyment of all.  
 
Kevin Smith deserves a special mention for his continued dedication in maintaining 
the sports field to the high standard expected for both football and cricket matches.  
 
The sports programme offered today would not be available without the sterling 
efforts of this small hard working band.  
 
The men’s football team having played some thrilling games completed their season 
in the lower section of the league. Spectators were entertained with some excellent 
football from the players who were managed by Conner Twomey and Matt Rowe. 
As the bottom four teams are relegated, next season will see the team playing in 
Division 1 of the Kent County League.  
 
Full details of the coming season matches, once scheduled will be found on the 
website: - https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/ 
 
The Sunday league cricket side had an excellent hard fought season witnessing them 
ending 10th in the Kent Village Division 2 table. This league is a challenging 
competition and Borden continues to strive in this more demanding arena. Kevin 
Smith’s stalwart work in promoting and facilitating this sport is to be acknowledged.  
 
The Saturday side continued with friendly matches and it is hoped that enough 
players will come forward to form a more competitive regular team able to compete 
in a cricket league this coming season. 
 
The cricket statistics & club information particularly for new interested players can 
be viewed at www.borden.play-cricket.com 
 
 

Borden Sports 

Association 

https://www.bordenvillagefc.co.uk/
http://www.borden.play-cricket.com/


The ‘Knit and Natter’ group continue to enjoy the use of the pavilion facilities for 
their regular gatherings soaking up the countryside view during their Friday meets. 
 
Other regular users of the pavilion and grounds include the ladies football team 
training during the week and playing the occasional match, the Wises Lane Liaison 
Group, the VE-Day celebration committee, the Highways Group, the Finance 
Committee and a local charities group.  
 
Regular Fete Committee meetings are also held at the pavilion with the sports field 
used for the annual summer fete, Easter celebration and Christmas tree switch on 
festival. All of these are led by Beverly Ward and her committee providing a fantastic 
boost to local morale.   
 
This year will also see Borden Junior School hosting their sports day utilising the 
pavilion and sports facilities for their annual event. 
 
On a regular basis both the football and cricket sport committees receive comments 
on the high standard of the pavilion and sports-field facility that Borden is proud to 
offer. This excellent amenity is part reason for our sports prowess where players feel 
privileged to be associated with such a recognised high standard pavilion and sports 
ground.  
 
The Parish Council Chair and all council members are to be thanked for their 
continued support in maintaining these facilities throughout the year which is much 
appreciated. 
 
Finally, the committee continue to be fully committed to maintaining this excellent 
parish sports facility and with the continued grateful assistance of the Parish Council 
the future appears extremely positive. 
 

 

Clive Sims 

Chairman  

Borden Sports Association 



Borden Parish Hall Annual Report – May 2025 

 

1. The annual gas safety check is to be carried out on the 

13th May 2025. 

2. The new Treasurer, Veronique Lees, has been very 

helpful in getting the Hall accounts and finance system 

running smoothly. 

3. The fridge in the kitchen has been replaced. 

4. The leak in the roof near the solar panel has been 

repaired with no further water ingress. 

5. Thanks go to Val Skinner for her help in getting the new 

booking system running to the benefit of the Hall. 

6. New CCTV cameras have been fitted at the Hall and 

thanks go to Clive Simms in helping achieve this. The Hall 

car park can now be monitored and a response made to 

any illegal activity. 

 

John Hepburn (Chairman) 

Borden Parish Hall 



 

BHG report for Borden Parish Annual meeting   

May 2025 

BHG Borden Heritage Group was originally an idea born from a 

discussion of Borden Parish Council members and was established as an 
independent group in July 2010 to ensure that Borden’s history, its characters 

and events that have formed today's community are not forgotten and are 
available to all.  
Our ongoing work includes encouraging the whole community to become 

involved, recording memories and interviews from our past and current 

residents, and creating an archive of historical documents and memorabilia.  We 

welcome membership from supporters throughout the UK and beyond.   

In the past year we have gained many new members; this years’ programme of 

events includes visits to ‘The Murston Heart’ project, Blue Town Heritage 

Centre, a guided tour of Sittingbourne High Street’s history and many local 

speakers and local subjects. In December we look forward to welcoming Dana 

Goodburn-Brown, an Accredited Archaeological Conservator who regularly 

appears on the BBC ‘Dig for Britain’ programme; Dana has a demonstrated 

history of working with ‘non for profit; organisations and BHG hopes to work 

with Dana and local finds to develop some discovery opportunities for 

members.   

Our programme is published in the Parish Magazine, at The Forge, Parish 

noticeboards, the Parish hall and on our website.  

We are always seeking new information for our records and welcome members 

of our local community and those who have moved away to take a look at our 

website bordenheritage.co.uk  

Our 2026 programme is currently being compiled and ideas for speakers, 

activities and future projects are very welcome. 

 
Eileen Harrison 

Borden Heritage Group Chairman 



 



Borden United Charities Report for Borden Parish Annual meeting  

May 2025 

Borden United Charities was formed by an amalgamation of 5 different donor’s 

wishes / gifts within the Ancient Parish of Borden. 

An application was made for the Trust to the Charity Commissioners on the 9th 

December 1931 signed by Alfred Hinge and the Charity scheme was sealed on 

the 5th May 1931. 

Today the Charity is administered by five local residents (Trustees) in much the 

same way to the people of the parish, young and old who, subject to the 

trustee’s approval, qualify for the trust’s assistance. 

Applications are welcome from parishioners of Borden (a map is avaible to 

show the area covered) recently hardship grants have been awarded to 

applicants towards costs of education. travel for health reasons and general 

costs of living.   

Application forms are available from:  

The Clerk Borden United Charities 53 Springvale Iwade Sittingbourne ME9 

8RX 

 email bordenunitedcharities@gmail.com 

Website www.hugofox.com/cpmmunity/borden-united-charities 

 

mailto:bordenunitedcharities@gmail.com

