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BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21ST NOVEMBER 2024 

128. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Jemmett, Cllr Smith, Cllr Baldock 

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies received. 

In attendance: Cllr Bolas, Cllr Butlin, Cllr Harrison, Cllr Hepburn, Cllr Palmer, Cllr Sims, Cllr Small, Cllr 

Steadman, Cllr Tumber 

 

129.  DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS  

Parish Hall – Cllr Hepburn and Cllr Bolas. 

Pavilion – Cllr Sims. 

 

130. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chair thanked Cllr Sims for representing the Parish Council at the Swale Planning meeting regarding 

the Highsted Park application, and to Cllr Palmer for laying the Remembrance Day poppy wreath on 

behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

131. TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE  

a. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th October 2024 (Appx A). 
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th October, which were duly signed 
by the Chair. 
 

132. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall 
not exceed 10 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting, a member of the public shall not 
speak for more than 3 minutes.  A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate 
on the question. The chairman of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 

a. Police/PCSO. Although PC Phil Clemens could not attend the meeting this evening, he said that he has 
established a good relationship with other wards and is looking forward to offering the same Service to 
Borden and also to meeting the Parish Council more formally. As requested in the October meeting PC 
Clemen's email contact information has been shared with the Councillors and can be shared with the 
public. 

b. Parishioners.  There were 2 in attendance. 
A representative of the Sittingbourne Rugby Football Club (SRFC) asked to address the Parish Council 
regarding the S106 requirements for developing a shared-use agreement for the Community Hub. He 
also inquired whether the Parish Council has a representative for the Management Committee of the 
Community Hub, as required by the S106.  The SRFC  plans to start playing at the Borden site in November 
2025.  
The Chair noted that this would be discussed later in the meeting (agenda item 137d). 

c. County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).  
Apologies received from Cllr Baldcok and Cllr Cavanagh 
Cllr Cavanagh’s report was shared before the meeting. 
It was RESOLVED to write to Cllr Baldock to remind him that his report on Borough and County matters 
needs to be submitted to the Clerk 3 days before the meeting. 
 

133. FINANCE  

a. To approve the accounting statements and bank reconciliation, which include the general and 

earmarked reserves as of 31st  October 2024 (Appx B).  

It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation along with the general and earmarked reserves as 

of 31st October 2024, these were duly signed by the Chair. 
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b. To review and agree to the budget vs actual report as of 31st October 2024. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as of 31st October 2024. 

c. To note the Unity Bank charge under the new Tier 2 level for September was £20.80 and for October 

2024 £4.35. 

d. To acknowledge the annual staff salary increase following the Local Government Services Pay 

Agreement 2024/25, which has been retrospectively applied from 1st April 2024. 

It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the Local Government Services Pay Agreement for 2024/25, which 

has been backdated from 1st April 2024. 

e. To approve the following BACS list of accounts for payment in November 2024. Note that the total 

BACs payment calculation below does not include the payment already made to Gordon Ellis &Co. 

With this included the total net Payments would be £5833.57 with VAT £565.56 and Gross £6399.13. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the BACs payment list for November, noting the calculation change, 

which was signed by 2 authorised signatories. 

 
 

f. To note the KCC Members Grant from Cllr Baldock towards the new Playstool play area roundabout 

has been received for £1,716.00. 

It was RESOLVED to thank Cllr Baldock for his KCC Members grant of £1,716.00. 

 

134. FINANCE COMMITTEE – BUDGET 2025/26 

a. Finance Committee report. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk  

a. To review and approve the proposed budget for 2025/26. 

It was RESOLVED to approve the proposed budget for 2025/26 for £83,427.00. After accounting for 

known income, the requested precept is £82,527.00, which represents a 9.04% increase compared 

to the current year. 

b. Approval is requested to move the remaining SBC Nature Reserve fencing grant balance of £911.55 

from the General Reserves to an earmarked reserve for future fencing costs.  

It was RESOLVED to agree to the new earmarked reserve to ringfence the Nature Reserve's 

remaining fencing grant from SBC, for use once the current lease renewal has been resolved. 

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Gordon Ellis & Co Open Spaces Bench and seating (paid 07/11/24) 497.15£          82.86£        414.29£        

Staff Payroll  Staff salary 1,231.49£      n/a 1,231.49£    

HMRC Payroll PAYE 465.96£          n/a 465.96£        

Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses 25.00£            n/a 25.00£          

Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance Centenary & Memorial Gdns Maintenance 570.60£          95.10£        475.50£        

Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet Cleaning - Aug 173.33£          n/a 173.33£        

J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections 60.00£            n/a 60.00£          

Streetlights Utilities Repairs - folage cut back 468.00£          78.00£        390.00£        

JNC Architecture New Playstool Toilet Architect professional  fee 750.00£          n/a 750.00£        

SBC Open Spaces Bench and seating (Maylam bench installation) 588.00£          98.00£        490.00£        

Sittingbourne Christmas Lights Grant Allocations Lights & Sleigh round (agreed Oct 24) 300.00£          n/a 300.00£        

M Belsom & Son Other Expenditure General Contingency - Homestead path barrier 1,269.60£      211.60£     1,058.00£    

Total BACS payments 5,901.98£      482.70£     5,419.28£    

Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge 18.17£            3.03£          15.14£          

Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website 11.99£            2.00£          9.99£            

O2 Office Mobile 14.35£            2.39£          11.96£          

EE Office Broadband 20.71£            3.45£          17.26£          

EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply 22.00£            1.05£          20.95£          

N Power Utilities Electricity - Unmetered supply 140.12£          6.67£          133.45£        

Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card 237.43£          39.07£        198.36£        

Total DD payments 464.77£          57.66£        407.11£        

Credit Card Payments

Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net

Euroloo Open Spaces Toilet servicing 159.44£          26.57£        132.87£        

Royal British Legion Chair Allowance Poppy wreath 50.00£            8.33£          41.67£          

Amazon Office Stationary 24.99£            4.17£          20.82£          

Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee 3.00£               n/a 3.00£            

237.43£          39.07£        198.36£        

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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c. Approval is requested to transfer £50,000 from the Barclays Premium account to the Unity Current 

account via cheque, to cover future known spending from the Unity account.  

It was RESOLVED to approve the transfer of £50,000 from the Barclays Premium account to the 

Unity Current account via cheque, which was signed by two authorised signatories. The transfer will 

first be made from the Barclays Premium account to the Barclays Current account, from which the 

cheque will be issued. 

 

135. PLANNING MATTERS 

1) Application No: 21/503914/EIOUT Proposal: Southern Site. Outline Planning Application for the phased 

development of up to 577.48 hectares at Highsted Park, Land to the South and East of Sittingbourne, 

Kent, comprising of up to 7,150 residential dwellings including sheltered / extra care accommodation 

(Use Class C2 and Use Class C3). Up to 170,000 sq m / 34 hectares of commercial, business and service / 

employment floorspace (Use Class B2, Use Class B8 and Use Class E), and including up to 2,800 sq m of 

hotel (Use Class C1) floorspace. Up to 15,000 sq m / 1.5 hectares for a household waste recycling 

centre. Mixed use local centre and neighbourhood facilities including commercial, business and 

employment floorspace (Use Class E), non-residential institutions (Use Class F1) and local community 

uses (Use Class F2) floorspace, and Public Houses (Sui Generis). Learning institutions including primary 

and secondary schools (Use Class F1(a)). Open space, green infrastructure, woodland, and community 

and sports provision (Use Class F2(c)). Highways and infrastructure works including the provision of a 

new motorway junction to the M2, a Highsted Park Sustainable Movement Corridor (inc. a 

Sittingbourne Southern Relief Road), and new vehicular access points to the existing network; and 

associated groundworks, engineering, utilities, and demolition works. Location: Land South And East Of 

Sittingbourne Kent. 

 

At the Planning Committee on 7 November, Cllr Sims presented the Parish Council’s objections to the 

application. However, it was noted that just three hours before the meeting, the Secretary of State 

'called in' the application, making SBC a consultee rather than the decision-maker. 

During a discussion Councillors considered the process and timing for submitting their objections and 
any additional concerns to the Secretary of State (SoS). It was clarified that the matter would only 
proceed to appeal if the SoS is factually incorrect, meaning the report must first be awaited. Councillors 
emphasised the need for objections to remain current, particularly highlighting concerns over the 
proposed social housing percentage, which is significantly below the required level. The option of 
collaborating with other Parish Councils was also discussed, along with contacting Cllr Monique Bonney 
to explore forming an alliance with other local Parish Councils against the Highsted Park planning 
application, as she has previously supported a similar approach. 
 
It was RESOLVED to contact Monique Bonney to inquire about forming an alliance against the Highsted 
Park planning application, with Cllr Small to draft the content and send it to the Clerk. 
 
It was RESOLVED to submit an objection regarding the social housing provision proposed in this 
planning application:  The developer has offered only 4%  social housing, which is significantly below 
the standard required for developments, and far below the 40% required for rural areas.  The Parish 
Council believes that the proposed provision is inadequate and fails to meet the affordable housing 
requirements in rural areas.  It advocates for the required 40%. 
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136. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/  

Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a 

formal consultation for the Parish Council. 

 

1) Application: 24/504242/SUB: Grid: 588553/163571: Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 

1GD Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 44 (Phase 2D Arboricultural method 

statement) Subject to 17/505711/HYBRID. 

This application was noted with no comment required. 

2) Application: 24/504082/FULL PROPOSAL: Erection of 3no. dwellings with associated access, parking 

and landscaping. ADDRESS: Hawthorns Maidstone Road Borden Kent ME9 7Q 

Consultation comments are due by 11th November 24, an extension has been agreed. 

It was RESOLVED to object to this application for the following reasons and to request the removal of 

the badger survey from the portal: 

• Lack of sustainable travel links to the site. 

• Absence of mains drainage, with the valley leading into an aquifer. 

• No nearby shopping facilities. 

• Inadequate biodiversity net gain calculations, showing significant biodiversity loss with insufficient 

mitigation at an undisclosed location. 

• Confirmation from KCC Ecology is needed to verify the absence of badger setts, as the survey lacks 

sufficient detail. 

3) Application: 24/504504/LDCEX Grid: 588128/162870 Address: Street Farm Pond Farm Road Borden 

Kent ME9 7JR Proposal: Lawful Development Certificate for the existing change of use of 3no. former 

agricultural buildings to Use Class B8 Storage and Distribution including erection of secure metal 

palisade secure boundary fencing.  

This application was noted with no comment required. 

4) Application: 24/504576/NMAMD Grid: 588553/163571: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1GD 

Proposal: Non-material amendment of application 17/505711/HYBRID as per covering letter received 

29.10.24.  

This application was noted with no comment required. 

5) Application: 24/504724/SUB Grid: 588553/163571: Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 

1GD Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (CMP Plan) subject to 17/505711/HYBRID 

(allowed at appeal under reference APP/V2255/W/19/3233606). 

This application was noted with no comment required. 

6) Application: 24/504725/SUB Grid: 588553/163571: Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 

1GD Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (phasing plan) subject to application 

17/505711/HYBRID (allowed on appeal). 

This application was noted with no comment required. 

 

137. BUSINESS ITEMS 

a. Waste Bins: 

Progress update on the request for bins at lower Wises Lane, Wrens Road and Maylam Gardens.  

The missing bin at lower Wises Lane has been classified by SBC as a new installation due to the length 

of time the bin has been absent. The cost to the Parish Council for emptying each new bin requested is 

£130 per year, serviced by SBC and Suez, subject to standard annual increases. However, It was noted 

that the bin at lower Wises Lane has already been replaced by SBC, and the Parish Council believes the 

annual emptying charge should not be their responsibility. It was also noted that the bin requested at 

Wrens Road, at the Junction of Hearts Delight has been installed. 

http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/
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It was RESOLVED that SBC will supply the waste bin for Maylam Gardens as requested, next to the dog 

waste bag dispenser, but not for Lower Wises Lane, as this bin has already been replaced by SBC. 

 

A proposal was made to write again to the council to request the re-installation of the bins at 
Centenary Gardens and to address the rubbish bags left in their place, as the bins that were previously 
there have been removed without consultation with the Parish Council. 
It was RESOLVED to write again to SBC regarding the Centenary Garden bins that they removed 
requesting that they be re-instated and to arrange for the removal of the bag of rubbish that has been 
left in place of the missing bin. 
 
It was RESOLVED to write to both Borough Councillors Cllr Baldock and Cllr Cavanagh for an update. 

 

b. Homestead View Pathway Barrier. 

The Homestead View pathway barrier has now been installed.  

c. Maylam Gardens bench. 

The Highbarn bench for Maylam Gardens has been ordered and will be delivered to the SBC contractor 

who will lay the concrete base and install the bench at the same time (October item 120a).   

d. S106 Community Hub Agreement: 

Following the discussion in October (item 120d), to further discuss the S106 agreement and the 

development of the shared use agreement for the Community Hub, including the necessary actions 

required to move forward. 

A discussion took place regarding the Parish Council’s involvement in the development of the 

Community Hub. It was suggested that the Parish Council should invite the Rugby Club for further 

discussions to better understand their proposals and how they envision the facility working within the 

community. Concerns were raised about the appropriate setting for such discussions and the forming 

of a sub-committee was suggested, rather than the full Parish Council, to meet with the Rugby Club. 

This sub-committee would include the Chair, Vice-Chair, and any other interested Councillors and 

parties within the village as and when required. 
It was RESOLVED to form a sub-committee in the new year, involving relevant parties, to discuss how the 

Community Hub will operate and to clarify the Rugby Club’s role. Additionally, they will be thanked for their 

attendance at this meeting and informed that the Parish Council will follow up with them in the new year. 

e. To consider action required from the annual Playstool inspection report. 

A discussion took place regarding the most effective approach to ensure that the priority descriptions 

in the report are fully understood and that any additional necessary repairs to the play area are carried 

out, in addition to those already completed following the previous inspection. 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Palmer and Cllr Tumber would carry out a site visit to review the amber 

items for a common sense approach to items that need urgent attention. 

 

138. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES  

b. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group update (WLMG). The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk  

i. To consider items for the WLMG to present to BDW. 

It was RESOLVED to submit the following questions to BDW: 

1. The holes in the development, as reported by the Fox project, have not been covered. 

2. A Reminder to Coinford that Wises Lane is 30 mph, and the junction from Wises Lane is a standard 

junction, not a swing-around junction for the Coinford vans. 

 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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3. Regarding Chestnut Street roundabout and Coinford road works, residents have reported that it is 

not possible to walk on a footpath from the Tudor Rose to Key Street.  Navigating this busy road has 

become a concern especially as reported by residents when trying to walk with a pram.  This road is 

extremely busy and has become a danger for pedestrians.   

It was RESOLVED to raise this with both Coinford through the WLMG and KCC Highways. 

 

c. New Build Playstool Convenience Committee report. The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Cllr Sims raised several urgent items that have arisen since the report was submitted: 

i. KCC will not allow the road closure for the water connection to be booked until 7th January 2025.   

ii. The CCTV contract is due to be signed next Thursday 28th November. 

iii. Under the terms of the COF grant for the new toilet facility, the funding must be spent by 20th 

December to ensure it is not lost.  

iv. The modular toilet is scheduled for delivery to the site week commencing 9th December 24.  The 

invoice for the remainder of the payment, excluding delivery, is due by the end of November 24 as per 

the supplier’s terms.  

Approval is sought for the payment of £28,416 to be included with the November payments.  

It was RESOLVED to approve the invoice for £28,416 to Cleveland Sitesafe, which was also authorised 

by two signatories and added to the November payment list. The payment will be made once 

photographs of the completed unit are supplied by Cleveland. 

v. The first payment to Gransden Contractors will be confirmed during the week commencing 9th 
December and will be evaluated and confirmed by the Architect.  
Approval is sought for the Gransdens payment to be authorised and made before the next meeting, 
with the payment to be reported to the Parish Council at their December meeting, keeping within the 
COF grant criteria. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the payment to Gransden Contractors once the amount has been 
evaluated and confirmed by the Architect.  This will be reported at the December Parish Council 
meeting. 
 

vi. A downpipe is being made for the unit, and the contractor has requested that it be moved to the front 
elevation around the corner to the LHS elevation of the building to avoid any obstruction to the ramp 
access. Approval is sought to move the downpipe.   
It was RESOLVED to approve the relocation of the downpipe. 
 

vii. Regarding the ramp and access, the Architect has consulted with a building control professional who 

confirmed that the current design, which includes both the single step and the ramp, is adequate 

provided the proposed safety measures are implemented. They also agreed that having a secondary 

step alongside the ramp is beneficial. The professional noted that while it is not strictly compliant with 

every detail of Part M, it represents a reasonable and considered response to the site’s limitations, as 

not all of the details can be met at once.  

The Architect has asked if the Parish Council would prefer to omit the single step, leaving the ramp as 
the sole access. 
It was RESOLVED that the ramp and one step would be preferable but to leave the decision to the 

Architect’s expertise. 

 

d. Nature Reserve 

Following the discussion in October (item 121ci) to consider and discuss the Nature Reserve Heads of 

Terms for lease renewal and options for the way forward. 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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A discussion was held regarding the Nature Reserve lease renewal, highlighting concerns that while the 

reserve is a valuable asset for the community and biodiversity, the proposed lease terms were 

unacceptable due to high liabilities, maintenance costs, and the ongoing financial burden on the Parish 

Council. Issues such as significant costs for environmental management, legal requirements, and the 

potential for large expenses related to environmental contaminants and water levels were raised, with 

last year's pollarding costs of £8,800 cited as an example. 

A proposal was made to request a personal meeting with KCC to discuss the issues, clarify liabilities, 

and explore alternatives.  

It was RESOLVED to arrange a face-to-face meeting with KCC to address the concerns and ask pertinent 

questions. If KCC declines, a letter outlining the next steps will be drafted. 

 

Cllr Tumber left the meeting at 20.54 and returned at 20:56 

 

139. HIGHWAYS  

e. Highways Committee report (attachment 4). The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Update on Highways Improvement Plan meeting with KCC Highways. 

Cllr Bolas gave a brief update on the report of the meeting with KCC Highways. 

 

140. CORRESPONDENCE 

a. To review resident correspondence and agree on any actions to be taken. 

The correspondence was reviewed and noted and It was RESOLVED that no further action is required. 

 

Cllr Sims left the meeting at 20:58 and returned at 20:59 

 

b. To consider a donation request from Victim Support. 

It was RESOLVED to not agree to the donation but to send the Borden grant application form for 

consideration. 

c. Update on the letter sent to KCC Ecology on 4th November requesting a review of amendments to 

planning application 24/502787/SUB. 

There has not as yet been a response to the letter sent by the Parish Council. It was agreed to add this 

item to the December agenda to follow-up. 

d. Update on the letter sent to SBC  on 21st October regarding their recent bin audit, which led to the 

removal of waste bins throughout the parish without prior notification. 

There has not as yet been a response to the letter sent by the Parish Council. It was agreed to add this 

item to the December agenda to follow-up. 

 

 

141. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the 

meeting). 

a. Kent Association of Local Councils –  reports circulated as received. 

i. To consider nominations for the KALC awards. 

An email with the KALC nomination information was sent to the Councillors before the meeting. 

It was RESOLVED to send potential nominations to the Clerk for delegated authority to determine the 

nominees being made by the Clerk and the Chair and or Vice Chair. 

b. Borden Sports Association – Cllr Sims (attachment 5).  The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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c. Borden Parish Hall – Cllr Hepburn (attachment 6). The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The historic papers held by ACRK have been collected. 

Cllr Hepburn gave an update to advise that the heaters in the main area have been checked.  There is 

also a major floor refurbishment planned. 

d. Borden Heritage Group – Cllr Harrison (attachment 7). The report can be viewed at 

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

142. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION  

➢ Cllr Palmer  - Gave his apologies for the next meeting. 

➢ Cllr Bolas – Raised the issue of the flower meadow in the upper Playstool needing mowing. It was 

suggested to consider having Borden Wildlife Group mow the area. 

Clerk to add to the December agenda. 

 

The meeting ended at 21:15 

 

 

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON 19th DECEMBER 2024 

 

 

The minutes of the meeting were agreed upon and signed by the Chair: 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk/

