BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16™ JANUARY 2025

160. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: It was RESOLVED to accept apologies from Clir Smith. Clir Baldock was not in
attendance and apologies were not received.
In attendance: Clir Bolas, ClIr Butlin, Cllr Harrison, Clir Hepburn, Cllr Jemmett, Cllr Palmer, Clir Sims, Clir Small,
Cllr Steadman, Cllr Tumber.

161. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Parish Hall — Cllr Hepburn and ClIr Bolas
Pavilion — ClIr Sims

162. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were none.

163. TO APPROVE FOR SIGNATURE
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19" December 2024 (Appx A).

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19" December 2024, which were signed by the

Chair.

164. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION —The period designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed
10 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting, a member of the public shall not speak for more than
3 minutes. A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The chairman

of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given.
a. Police/PCSO: PC Clemens has not sent apologies nor any information for sharing.

It was RESOLVED to ask PC Clemens to conduct a coffee morning in Borden at the same time as Christine’s Tea &

Chat at the Forge every Thursday from 10:45.
Parishioners: There were none in attendance.
c. County/Borough Councillors (a written report must be submitted three days before the meeting).
Clir Baldock was not in attendance and a report was not submitted before the meeting.
Clir Cavanagh sent apologies as is attending a Swale planning meeting but submitted her report before the
meeting.

165. To resolve to exclude the press and public on agenda item 17043, to discuss an update from the closed
confidential session of the December meeting.
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from agenda item 170a and enter into a closed session to
discuss a confidential update from the WLMG.

166. FINANCE

a. To approve the accounting statements and bank reconciliation, which include the general and earmarked
reserves as of 31°* December 2024 (Appx B).
It was RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation including the general and earmarked reserves as of
31 December 2024.

b. To review and agree to the budget vs actual report as of 31 December 2024.
It was RESOLVED to approve the budget vs actual report as of 31st December 2024.

c. To approve the following BACS list of accounts for payment in January 2025.
It was RESOLVED to approve the January 2025 payment list, noting that the Gransden payment is £7589.48 and
not £7589.47.
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Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Staff Payroll Staff salary £ 1,014.14 | n/a £ 1,014.14
HMRC Payroll PAYE £ 339.50 [ n/a £ 339.50
Staff Expenses WFH allowance & D-Day expenses £ 25.00 | n/a £ 25.00
Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance |Centenary & Memorial Gdns  [Maintenance £ 570.60 | £ 95.10 | £ 475.50
Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance Open Spaces Pavilion £ 296.40 | £ 49.40 | £ 247.00
Kings Commercial Open Spaces Toilet Cleaning - Aug £ 173.33 [ n/a £ 173.33
J England Health & Safety Playstool inspections £ 60.00 | n/a £ 60.00
Richard Wilkinson Electrical Event Planning Christmas lights £ 204.00 [ £ 34.00 [ £ 170.00
Forvis Mazars LLP Administration External audit £ 504.00 | £ 84.00 | £ 420.00
JNC Architecture New Playstool Toilet Architect professional fee £ 750.00 | n/a £ 750.00
Gransden Construction New Playstool Toilet Certificate 03 £ 7,589.47 | £ 1,264.91 | £ 6,324.56
Total BACS payments £ 11,526.44 | £ 1,527.41 | £ 9,999.03
Direct Debits Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Waveney IT IT Costs Monthly Mailbox charge £ 18.17 | £ 3.03 | £ 15.14
Hugo Fox Office IT Support - Website £ 11.99 | £ 2.00 | £ 9.99
02 Office Mobile £ 14.35 | £ 2.39 | £ 11.96
EE Office Broadband £ 20.71 | £ 345 | £ 17.26
EDF energy Utilities Electricity - metered supply £ 46.19 | £ 220 | £ 43.99
N Power Utilities Electricity - Unmetered supply £ 170.06 | £ 8.10 | £ 161.96
Lloyds Bank Admin Corporate card £ 247.06 | £ 40.68 | £ 206.38
|Total DD payments £ 52853 |f£ 61.85 | £ 466.68
Credit Card Payments
Payee Budget Description Gross VAT Net
Turnock Ltd Open Spaces Christmas Lights £ 89.76 | £ 14.96 | £ 74.80
Euroloos Open Spaces Toilet servicing £ 154.30 | £ 25.72 | £ 128.58
Lloyds Bank Credit Card Charges Monthly fee £ 3.00 | n/a £ 3.00
£ 247.06 | £ 40.68 | £ 206.38
Bank Charges |Unity Monthly service charge due 31/01/25 £ 9.30 | n/a £ 9.30

167. PLANNING MATTERS

a. Highsted Park - Application reference: 21/503914/EIOUT: Appeal reference: APP/V2255/V/24/3355313
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 77 Site Address: Land South And East

Of Sittingbourne Kent.

Following the resolution in December 2024 to apply for Rule 6 status (item 149a), additional information has
emerged that needs to be discussed before the submission deadline of 20" January 2025.

The Planning Inspectorate has informed the Parish Council that Rule 6 Status is not necessary for the Council to
speak at the inquiry. Additionally, the Planning Inspectorate suggested that the Parish Council may wish to align
with another party, such as the Five Parishes Group. In light of this new information, the Parish Council
reconsidered its previous decision to pursue Rule 6 Status.
It was RESOLVED that, due to this updated information, the previous resolution to apply for Rule 6 Status would
be reversed, and instead, Borden Parish Council would offer its support to the Five Parishes Group.

168.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS — view on http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/

Please note the following, unless otherwise stated are a discharge of condition application and not a formal
consultation for the Parish Council.
1) Application 24/505185/SUB: Grid: 588126/164212: Address: Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent
ME10 1YU Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 30 ( detailed landscaping plan and
management plan) subject to 17/500727/0UT.
It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application.

2) Application 24/505231/TCA: Grid: 588471/162859: Address: Playstool Recreation Area Homestead View
Borden Kent Proposal: Conservation Area Notification: To remove marked branches from Turkey Oak (T1) as
shown on submitted annotated photographs to achieve a clearance of around 2.5 to 3m from roof of private

dwelling to the south

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application.

3) Application 24/505246/SUB: Grid: 588126/164212: Address: Manor Farm Key Street Sittingbourne Kent
ME10 1YU Proposal: Submission of details pursuant to condition 13 (drainage scheme) subject to application

17/500727/0UT.

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application.
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4) Application 24/505280/FULL: Address: Oad Street Craft Centre Oad Street Borden Kent ME9 8LB.
Proposal: Creation of a permanent overflow car park with shingle surfacing (part retrospective).
Consultation comments due by 27/01/2025
It was RESOLVED to have no objection to this application.

5) Application 24/505159/FULL: Address: 4 Coppins Lane Borden Kent ME9 8JG: Proposal: Demolition of
existing garage and erection of a side and rear single storey extension.
Consultation comments due by 29/01/2025
It was RESOLVED to have no objection to this application.

6) Application: 25/500015/NMAMD Grid: 588553/163571: Address: Land At Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10
1GD Proposal: Non-material amendment of application 22/504937/REM: Update materials plan listed under
condition 1, as detailed on cover letter dated 11.12.24.

It was RESOLVED to have no comment on this application.

169.  BUSINESS ITEMS

a. To discuss communication with the Fete Committee about potential dates for next year's Christmas Tree light
switch-on event (previously under October minute item 117f).
It was RESOLVED to write to the Borden Fete Committee, requesting that this year's Christmas Fete and light
switch-on, be held on Sunday, 30th November, to allow the village a full month to enjoy the Christmas lights. ClIr
Bolas was tasked with drafting the communication.

b. To discuss the next edition of the Borden Broadside.
There was a discussion regarding the future of the publication.
A proposal was made to speak with Clir Baldock, the current organiser, before making any further decisions.
It was RESOLVED that Clir Small would speak with ClIr Baldock to ask if he would like to continue producing the
Broadside or if he would prefer to transfer the responsibility for the Broadside or a similar publication to the
Parish Council.

c. To approve the VE Day 80 Group Terms of Reference (December minute item 151b).
It was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the VE Day 80 Group.

170. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP UPDATES
a. Wises Lane Monitoring & Liaison Group (WLMG): To receive a report on any available updates.
There were no updates to report on at this time.

i.  To consider items for the WLMG to present at the next meeting with BDW.
It was RESOLVED to submit the following listed questions to BDW via the WLMG:

1. The mud on Wises Lane to A2 is excessive:
» Is the Wheel wash being used?
» The road sweeper spreads the mud
2. How many of the new homes are currently occupied
3. Yellow Lines — Concerns were raised about parking at the corner of Ashmead Rise/Wises Lane, outside
the showhouse, and on Platinum Way. It was asked whether yellow lines would be installed to prevent
obstruction of visibility caused by parked cars.
4. Have the Borden Directories been delivered as agreed to the newly occupied homes?
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It was RESOLVED to return to item 170a at 19:57, where the meeting entered a closed session, as previously
resolved under item 165, to receive an update from the WLMG on the confidential matter discussed during the
closed session in December 2024.

It was RESOLVED that the WLMG would draft a response to the developer in response to an email received dated
16" January (to be sent via the Clerk).

The closed session ended at 20:25 and the meeting resumed in open session.
New Build Playstool Convenience Committee: To receive a progress report. The report can be viewed at

www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk
20:27 CllIr Bolas left the meeting, handing the Chair over to ClIr Butlin, and returned to the meeting at 20:29

The Committee draft minutes from the 11™ January were shared before the meeting.

Clir Sims provided the following updates from the Committee meeting held this evening:

> Ramp Railings: The new ramp railings have been installed today.

> CCTV: A full site visit was conducted with the CCTV installation engineer:
Centenary Gardens Camera: This will face into the park away from the street, covering the shelter,
centenary gardens, toilet, and playground. Foliage may partially obstruct the playground, which can be
addressed at a later time if needed.
Static Toilet Camera: This will cover the main door with the external trunking running under the eaves,
ensuring aesthetic appeal and minimal disruption.
Installation: The date of installation is to be confirmed due to the heavy workload of the engineer

Nature Reserve: To receive an update on the status of the new lease.

An email was received from KCC inquiring about the items to be included on the agenda for a potential face-to-
face meeting. This was discussed, and a response drafted by Clir Bolas was reviewed.

Clir Bolas detailed proposed amendments to the draft response.

It was RESOLVED to approve the response to KCC, incorporating the agreed amendments, regarding the
proposed agenda for a face-to-face meeting to discuss the Nature Reserve lease.

VE Day 80 Group: To receive an update on the event planning.

The group's first meeting was held and the VE 80 Pageant Master's official order of events was shared before the
meeting. Cllr Jemmett gave a progress update on what has been secured for the event so far, including that
booking a Fish & Chip van was proving difficult as the one used previously is unavailable. Clir Jemmett asked if
anyone had a suggestion for another vendor to let him know. An outline cost estimate has been completed and
in addition to the £500 budget allocation, a further £300 is deemed necessary to hold the event.

The Clerk confirmed that there is availability in the general contingency budget agreed for 2025/26.

It was RESOLVED to approve an additional £300 for the VE Day event to be moved from the general contingency
budget for 2025/26.

Once more details regarding bookings are confirmed the Clerk will be instructed to register the event on the
official website of VE Day 80.

MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

To discuss trees, habitat and the impact of climate change on them which will have repercussions for the Parish
Council.

Cllr Bolas gave an update on this matter, including trees with heavy ivy in the Playstool.

It was proposed the ivy be cut at the base of the trees near the houses on the Playstool, and consideration be
given to how to mitigate the effects in the future.

It was RESOLVED to get quotes to cut the ivy at the base of the trees indicated. To get this work completed
promptly before bird nesting starts, it was agreed that the Chair and Clerk would have delegated authority up to
the value of £1000 to agree on a quote for this work, reporting to Full Council at the next available meeting.
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b. To request the support of volunteers willing to assist the Five Parishes Group by delivering fundraising leaflets
door-to-door in Borden for the Highsted Park Inquiry.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact the correspondent to determine which streets have been
completed and inform the Councillors so that distribution can be carried out in the same manner as the
Broadside.

172. CORRESPONDENCE

a. To review the correspondence received and agree on any actions to be taken.
The correspondence was reviewed. A discussion was held regarding a request received to support a bus or
similar transport service in Borden. it was noted that in April 2023 minutes (item 15a) Cllr Baldock was pursuing
this with Chalkwell and Stagecoach for a future Danaway bus service but unfortunately, this has been
unsuccessful.

It was RESOLVED to revisit local transport when the next Government National Transport update is available and
bring it back to April’s meeting.

It was RESOLVED that volunteered Councillors would update the Parish Notice boards on a trial basis.
Clir Palmer left the meeting at 21:10 and returned at 21:11
It was RESOLVED to update the resident on the trial agreed for the Parish Notice boards.

b. To receive an update on the letter sent to KCC Ecology on 4" November requesting a review of amendments to
planning application 24/502787/SUB. November minutes (item 140c).
A follow-up email was sent to KCC Ecology on 12th December, but no response has been received to date.

173. REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM EXTERNAL REPRESENTATIVES (Reports to be circulated before the meeting).
Kent Association of Local Councils — reports circulated as received.
Borden Sports Association — ClIr Sims. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

Borden Parish Hall — Clir Hepburn gave a current update. The report can be viewed at
www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

oo o

e. Borden Heritage Group — ClIr Harrison. The report can be viewed at www.bordenparishcouncil.gov.uk

174. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON 20™ FEBRUARY 2025

The meeting ended at 21:15

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair:
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