
BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 16th March 2017
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. M. Luxton



Cllr. J. Bolas – Vice-Chair



Cllr. M. Baldock


Cllr. M. Downes




Cllr. J. Hepburn
Cllr. M. Millican




Cllr. C. Sims



Cllr. J. Evans





Lynda Fisher, Clerk




Cllr. E. Harrison




Borough Cllr. N. Hampshire


Cllr. J. Emery





4 Visitors


Cllr. K. Lainton
1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chair welcomed everyone; apologies received from Borough Cllr. M. Whiting and the PCSO.
2.  
Public Time
1. Parishioners – A person attended to outline the details of his planning application and answer any questions raised by Members. 

2. County/Borough Councillors – County Cllr. Baldock referred to KCC’s Select Committee on Buses.  In particular, he has been looking at how to improve the Oad Street part of service.  Borough Cllr. Hampshire mentioned the recent storm damage to the War Memorial.
3.
Parish Councillor Vacancy
Two candidates had come forward and introduced themselves to Members.  Following a paper ballot Sarah Smith was Co-opted on to the Parish Council, took up her seat and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Proposed by Cllr. Emery and seconded by Cllr. Luxton, the Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 16th February 2017 were agreed and signed as a true transcript.  
4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

As Treasurer for the Parish Hall Cllr. Downes abstained from any discussion in this respect.  Cllr. Baldock abstained from taking part in Item 10, Planning.
5.
Matters Arising
3. Steering Group – Tunstall is the only Council to agree to form the group.  Clerk to write putting forward Cllrs. Baldock and Sims as Borden’s representatives, to ask Tunstall for two representatives from their Council and possible dates for a first meeting. 
       Action:  Clerk
4. Defibrillator – Proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Downes; all agreed that the overall cost is increased to £2800 as the project now includes posts for the external box (to be sited on The Memorial Gardens) and an electrical connection.



       Action:  Clerk
6.
Correspondence
1. War memorial – Clerk advised that she has been discussing this with Swale Borough Council and is awaiting confirmation if the War memorial was included when they took on responsibility for the closed Churchyard.  At Swale’s request, a structural Engineer inspected the Memorial and had fencing erected around it.  Cllr. Bolas stated there is a need to know what Swale Borough Council has responsibility for as regards structural integrity or cosmetic.


         Action:  Clerk
7.
Finance
1. Heritage/Information Boards – Agreed to take off the Agenda until further information is to hand.





                 Action:  Cllrs. Hepburn/Harrison/Clerk
2. The Playstool – additional work to equipment – Clerk to bring back to the April Meeting.
  Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
3. Tree Damage, The Playstool – Clerk advised that following the recent storm a damaged 6 inch bough had to be removed from a Horse Chestnut Tree, the cost for this was £80.  The Tree Surgeon advised that the tree was unsafe and needed removing, the work undertaken on health and safety grounds at a cost of £250.  Proposed by Cllr. Downes and seconded by Cllr. Millican; all agreed the sums of £80 and £250 for the work.  The Clerk has asked for a quote for a Tree Survey to take place on The Playstool. Members agreed that when a diseased tree is removed a replacement must be planted.


       


      
       Action:  Clerk
4. Request for Donation – Borden Sports Association – Proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn, 3 against, 1 abstention; agreed the donation of £200.

       Action:  Clerk
5. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Lainton, 1 abstention, the cheques were approved and duly signed and the accounts to the 28th February 2017, were agreed.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	16.03.17
	102590
	L. Fisher
	Expenses: Telephone, Office Use, mileage, 6 ink cartridges – February
	£25.54p

	16.03.17
	102591
	H.M.R.C.
	Tax Due for February
	£98.40p

	16.03.17
	102592
	Fryer Cleaning & Maintenance Ltd
	Grounds maintenance for February
	£369.80p

	16.03.17
	102593
	Four Jays Group
	Toilet Maintenance – February
	£21.60p

	16.03.17
	102594
	Porchlight
	Donation – S.137
	£200.00p

	16.03.17
	102595
	J. England
	Playstool Inspection - February
	£40.00p

	16.03.17
	102596
	J. Britcher Tree Services 
	Removal of large broken branch
	£80.00p

	16.03.17
	102597
	Iwade Parish Council
	Media Conference – reimbursement of one-third of cost
	£20.00p

	16.03.17
	102598
	Steve Wakeling
	Maintenance of Playstool – 1st payment
	£382.38p

	Nine cheques in total 


Other Payments:

Clerk - Wages February 2017

- 
  £398.00p
- 
Paid by Standing Order

E-on  - Energy supply February

-
    £38.92p
-
Paid by Direct Debit

E-on – Feeder Pillar Supply February
-
      £9.00p
-
Paid by Direct Debit
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Nothing to report.
2. KALC – The Crime Commissioner will be attending the next meeting and Parish Councils can send an extra representative if they so desire.
3. Borden Sports Association – Meeting next week.
4. Borden Parish Hall – A new scrubber/sweeper floor-cleaning machine has been purchased to replace the old; a new cleaner recruited and they are producing very good results with the new floor machine.  A quote for LED lighting for the main Hall is being sought so that it can be included in the financial planning.
5. Heritage – The first interpretive board is in draft form and will soon be going forward for planning permission.  Mike Platten recently gave a very informative talk about 'The Tip'; he demonstrated several chemical experiments and described the types of soil in the area.  Many members then shared their childhood memories of days spent on the steep slope during the 1950's and also described the type of goods they saw going into the chalk pit; these included cars, poisons, furniture and much more.  A fundraising quiz takes place on March 18th.   The next open meeting on April 13th in the Forge when John Crunden will talk about life in Borden in the 50's and 60's.
6. Borden Fete – Wine and Wisdom evening on the 6th May.  Tentatively agreed 2nd December for the switch on of Borden’s Christmas lights.  Clerk to check with Swale Borough Council to see when the Sittingbourne Christmas lights will be switched on.   


       Action:  Clerk
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. TRO Munsgore Lane – Clerk to write to KCC requesting that a 20 m.p.h. speed limit be introduced.








       Action:  Clerk
2. Speedwatch – Clerk to contact Kent Police to ask for further training/re-training.      Action:  Clerk
3. Social Media Policy – Proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Sims; four for, three against, five abstentions – agreed to adopt the Policy.




       Action:  Clerk
10.
Planning Applications 
1. 17/500634/FULL: First floor rear extension and change of roof to existing conservatory: 13 Wises Lane Borden Kent ME10 1YN – no comments.

2. 17/500438/OUT PROPOSAL: Outline application for the erection of a 2 bedroom detached dwelling: 47 Brier Road Borden Kent ME10 1YJ – no comments.

3. 16/508678/FULL: Change of use of land to residential caravan site consisting of 3no. Caravans and 2no. Utility dayrooms and associated development (part retrospective): The Willows Munsgore Lane Borden ME9 8JU – agreed to respond that should the Borough Council be minded to grant planning permission, Borden Parish Council request that the following restriction be included in the conditions: “Appertaining to this permission use is restricted to the immediate family only.” Parish Councillors were disappointed to see yet another (albeit part) retrospective application.
4. 17/501009/FULL: Erection of two storey rear extension and continuation of rear balcony: Pond House Pond Farm Road Borden Kent ME9 8LL – No plans received, Clerk to place on next Agenda.


  





       Action:  Clerk
11.
Any Other Matters Arising 
1. Cllr. Baldock asked for the extension of the Nature Reserve Lease and the Village Green application to be added to the April Agenda.




       Action:  Clerk
2. Cllr. Harrison has been approached by an elderly resident, who is finding it difficult to walk along the pavement due to cars parking on the footpath.  Clerk to ask the Community Warden/PCSO to look at this. 








       Action:  Clerk
3. Clerk to ask Steve Wakeling if he is able to clear concrete and other large bits from the rear of the disabled toilet on The Playstool. 
       




       Action:  Clerk
4. Clerk to ask BW May & Son for a quote to remove the lights from the Christmas tree, carry out PAT testing and then reinstall two sets of lights.



       Action:  Clerk



12.
Next Meeting
An Extraordinary Meeting will take place on 30 March, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in The Barrow Room.  The next monthly meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 20 April 2017, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
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