BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 21st November, 2013 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. K. Lainton



Cllr. J. Bolas





Cllr. E. Harrison
Cllr. M. Millican




Cllr. J. Evans

Cllr. P. Paige





Lynda Fisher, Clerk

Cllr. J. Hepburn






Cllr. D. Roberts

1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Parish Cllrs. Tuck, Baldock, Downs and Emery, Borough Cllr. Randall and the PCSO.
2.  
Public Time – No Parishioners present. 

3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Millican and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; 7 in favour, 2 abstentions, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 17th October, 2013, be signed as a true transcript.
4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
A Dispensations Procedure Guide for Parish Councils and Request for Dispensations form has been circulated to all Members.  Members discussed the implications and it was proposed by Cllr. Hepburn and seconded by Cllr. Harrison, agreed by all; resolved that the Council delegates the power to grant dispensations to the Clerk.  The power rests with the relevant authority under section 33(1) of the Localism Act 2011 and the basis set out under section 33(2).

Cllr. Masters declared an interest in Item 5,  7.1 and 7.4.
5.
Tessa O’Sullivan – Housing Needs Survey

At the point the Chairman left the meeting because of a pecuniary interest and the Vice-Chair Cllr. Bolas, chaired this section of the meeting.  Tessa was welcomed; she had returned to report on the comments made by Swale Borough Council on the 9 sites put forward by the Parish Council (increased to 14 by Swale’s Planners).


Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Paige, seconded by Cllr. Hepburn, all agreed, that Tessa writes a letter to the relevant landowners asking if in principle they would be interested in selling their land for development for residential use as affordable local needs housing for rent or shared ownership.
6.
Matters Arising 

1. Wrens Road Traffic Calming – KCC have had problems with the equipment and the traffic survey is being carried out again.





Action:  County Cllr. Baldock






                          
2. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – Cllr. Bolas will carry out a second check will be made on the swing seat that has split and the new wood is ready for the picnic table and the work will be undertaken shortly. 
A quotation has been received to fell 1 Elm Tree; 9 plum trees and make good the footpath and one Ash Tree, located on The Playstool, for the total cost of £980.  Acceptance of this quote was proposed by Cllr. Hepburn, seconded by Cllr. Evans, all agreed.


        
     Action:  Cllr. Bolas
A quotation has been received from an Aboricultural company to carry out a safety inspection of trees on the Borden Nature Reserve; before agreeing to accept this, Clerk to check with Kent County Council as to whether they carry out safety inspections on these trees.


Action:  Clerk
3. Crash Barrier Adjacent to the Preschool – Nothing to report.
Action:  County Cllr. Baldock
4. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – Still no updates from Kent Police.  
5. Consultation on Swale Borough Council’s Draft Local First Policy – nothing to report.
6. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk has not heard anything further from the Insurers so has chased again and again requested a copy of their Complaints Procedure.

Action:  Clerk
7. Swale Borough Council Draft Economic Development Strategy 2013-2016 – Cllr. Paige advised that the deadline to response was so short that it was impossible to meet it.  He had, however responded in a different capacity.

8. Removal of vegetation obscuring Parish light adjacent to Danaway Farm – Clerk advised that Kent County Council has requested a quotation for the tree to be removed and treated.
6.
Correspondence
1. KALC - Brandon Lewis response of 8th October re. Referendum – comments regarding ‘capping’ and lack of funding being passed down to Parish Councils noted.
2. CLG – ‘Our Place’ letter from Rt. Hon Don Foster MP – noted.
3. Parish or Town Council Highways Survey – Noted, Clerk to complete.   

Action:  Clerk
4. Gypsy & Traveller consultation – Members agreed there is a lack of sites within the Borden area.
5. Electoral Commission Consultation - Standing for Election in the UK – Details noted.
6. London Southend Airport Airspace Change Proposal – Details noted; no comments.
7. Letter from Paul Carter KCC - ‘Facing the Challenge’- Members expressed their disappointment that the deadline was so short that there was insufficient time to go through this document and respond in detail.
8. KCC Budget Consultation – Members to respond individually to this consultation.    Action all Cllrs.
9. Bearing Fruits 2031:  The draft Swale Borough Local Plan Part 1 – Details regarding the next steps noted.
7.
Finance 
1. ROSPA Inspection and Repairs to The Playstool – Most of the work is in hand/completed.  Cllr. Masters to look into the cost of removing the confier and report on cost at the December meeting.

    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Quote to repair Portaloo Door, The Playstool – Repairs to the door were poor; it only took a couple of days for it to break again.   Clerk to write a letter of complaint to Four Jays.      
Action:  Clerk
3. Borden School request for grant to cover the cost of swimming certificates for two years – Proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Harrison, agreed the sum of £500.  Clerk to forward a grant form to the School.  







Action:  Clerk
4. Christmas Lights – There is a need to obtain new lights for the village Christmas Tree.  Cllr. Masters explained that a 25m underground connection is needed from the feeder pillar to the tree; plus a connection box adjacent to the tree and on top of this the lights.  Proposed by Cllr. Bolas, seconded by Cllr. Evans, all in favour – agreed a maximum spend of £1500 on this project and to approach Cllr. Nicholas for a possible grant from his Members fund.




Action:  Clerk
5. Daffodil Bulbs – Clerk advised that the Nursery is unable to provide the bulbs; they suggested she contact them again in August, 2014.
6. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Harrison and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn; all in favour but with 1 abstention; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 30th October, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	21.11.13
	102220
	PFL Electrical Limited
	Lighting Maintenance – October
	£444.18p

	21.11.13
	102221
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele/Broadband, Office use and mileage and stamps
	£40.51p

	21.11.13
	102222
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  November 2013
	£89.40p

	21.11.13
	102223
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – October, 2013
	£420.20p

	21.11.13
	102224
	Four Jays Ltd.
	Weekly Toilet Service, The Playstool; October 2013
	£86.40p

	21.11.13
	102225
	John England
	Expenses associated with the Inspection of the Playstool - October
	£40.00p

	21.11.13
	102226
	Borden Parish Hall
	Hire of Barrow Room/Hall November to September 2013
	£75.60p

	21.11.13
	102227
	M. Belsom
	Cutting back dangerous branches, The Playstool
	£36.00p

	21.11.13
	102228
	B&K Masters & Son
	Materials for noticeboards
	£36.00p

	21.11.13
	102229
	B&K Masters & Son
	Prolectrical carrying out live testing and issuing of electrical installation certificate for the Feeder Pillar, The Playstool
	£216.00p

	Ten cheques in total


Post-dated cheque raised in order that the Clerk can ensure the payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payment was made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages September, 2013 - £357.80p.
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – Nothing to report.
2. KALC – Next meeting on the 2nd December.
3. Local Engagement Forum – next meeting takes place on the 17th December.  
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Cllr. Hepburn reported that they had a plumber in for one of the taps in the toilets and it would appear that the cold taps in the toilets are run from the tank.  If you drain the system you get air locks which you cannot get out.  The plumber suggested a few modifications to stop this from happening.    The Chairman suggested putting notices on the cold water taps stating that it is not drinking water.
6. Borden School – Nothing to report.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that they had a social evening on the 16th November.  At the AGM they elected a new Chair; John Hepburn took over from Eileen Harrison.  
8. Friends of Borden Nature Reserve – Cllr. Lainton reported that at a meeting on the 15th November only two people were in attendance.  They have lost their Secretary; don’t have a Treasurer or Committee.  Cllr. Lainton felt that he could not continue with this liaison role. 
9. Memorial – Cllr. Lainton reported that the first board is complete and work on the second has started.  There is a problem as 110 names were taken into account when the Sign writer gave his quote; these have now risen to 195 names, which mean that there is an additional cost of £850.   It was originally suggested that a poppy motif be incorporated on the boards; if this is scrapped the cost would come down to £550; however the Sign writer has now said he will donate the Poppy motif to the project.  It was proposed by Cllr. Bolas and seconded by Cllr. Hepburn, all agreed the additional cost of £550 for this project.  It was proposed that the Finance Committee set aside a sum each year for adding additional names to the boards; Cllr. Bolas thought that perhaps in the future residents might want to put some money towards this.





   Action:  Finance Committee
It was further proposed by Cllr. Hepburn and seconded by Cllr. Harrison, all agreed, that ‘Borden Parish Council 2013’ and the Sign writer be put on the boards and then a board to the side stating words to the effect that Keith Lainton undertook all the research and investigating which enabled the creation of these Memorial Boards.
10. Swale Rural Forum – The last meeting was held on Tuesday 19th November at Leysdown.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. Parish Meeting – Cllr. Paige – deferred till December meeting.
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:

1. SW/13/1371 – Two storey rear extension – 252 Borden Lane (should read 235) Borden, ME9 8HR – no objection.
Determined applications:

2. SW/13/1071 – Replacement of Existing cottages with new five bedroomed detached dwelling and garage with associated parking – Woodgate Farm Cottages, Woodgate Lane, Borden, ME9 8JX- Permission Granted.
3. SW/13/1104 – Proposed single storey side extension and alterations to existing Oast House – Wrens Oast, Wrens Road, Borden, ME9 8JE – Permission Granted.

4. SW/13/0922 – Erection of one metre high chain link fence – 19 Maylam Gardens, Borden, ME10 1GA – Permission Granted.

5. SW/13/1122 – Erection of metal cage – St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church, The Street, Borden, ME9 8JR:  Permission Granted.

11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Cllr. Harrison referred to traffic cones on the highway to the side of The Oast in Sutton Barron Road; it was assumed this was to stop visitors to The Oast parking in this area.
2. Cllr. Paige referred to the gas repair work in The Street; the closure of this road will not affect bin collection.  It would appear that Chalkwell Coaches have not been telling their passengers, nor was it known if there were temporary bus stops.
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 19th December, 2013, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 10.20 p.m.
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