BORDEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 16th January, 2014 
Present:
Cllr. C. Masters – Chair




Cllr. K. Lainton



Cllr. J. Bolas





Cllr. E. Harrison
Cllr. J. Emery





Cllr. J. Evans

Cllr. P. Paige





Cllr. E. Tuck
Cllr. J. Hepburn





Borough Cllr. N. Hampshire
Cllr. M. Millican




Lynda Fisher, Clerk
Cllr. M. Downes









Cllr. D. Roberts

1.
Welcome and Apologies for Absence
The Chairman welcomed Members to the meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr. Baldock and the PCSO.
2.  
Public Time – No Parishioners present. 


Borough Cllr. Hampshire reminded regarding the submission of Grant forms; Clerk advised that these have already been sent in to Swale Borough Council.


Cllr. Hampshire referred to Borden Fete; the Fete Committee is looking at having a fun fair on site for the day; they could have children’s rides or larger rides for adults.  The adult ones would need to be on site for longer; ideally a week; say from Monday 16th to Monday 23rd June.  Members had concerns regarding damage to the field; would the Committee be prepared to undertake any repairs required?  Cllr. Tuck queried whether the Fete Committee’s insurers would cover the cost of any damage?  Cllr. Hampshire advised that a site meeting will be held with the fair operator when all issues, including parking, operating times to avoid nuisance to residents, avoiding/resolving any damage to the field, can be discussed.


It was proposed by Cllr. Masters, seconded by Cllr. Paige; 8 for, 2 against, 2 abstentions; agreed to this use on the proviso that the Fete Committee put right any damage to the field.

3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Proposed by Cllr. Paige and seconded by Cllr. Lainton; 10 in favour, 2 abstentions, it was agreed that the Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 19th December, 2013, be signed as a true transcript.

4.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllr. Masters in Item 7.3.
5.
Matters Arising 

1. Risk Assessments, Weekly Inspections and Tree Inspections – Weekly inspections reports are working well; damages trees have been or are in the process of being removed, following the recent storms.  The Flora and Fauna survey relating to the Nature Reserve has been located.  
2. Speed Surveys – Kent Police – The updates from Kent Police was read out; basically they have been unable to undertake any further road checks because of having to respond to other local priorities.   Clerk was instructed to write to Ann Barnes commenting that the Parish Council has been asking for this to be done; we have been told we should not be spending our parish money on this; how can we get this done?  Clerk also to contact the residents who volunteered to form a Speed Watch team with a view to setting this up.  







Action:  Clerk
3. Lamp column o/s 2 Coppins Lane, Borden – Clerk confirmed she has written to the witnesses thanking them for their support.
4. Have your Say on Police Council Tax – No update on this item as Cllr. Baldock could not attend the meeting.

6.
Correspondence
1. KALC Training - Conference, February 2014. Resilience and Reassurance for Local Councils - none to attend.
2. KALC Code of Recommended Practice for Local Authorities on Data Transparency -   Noted; this will not apply to the Parish Council as Borden falls under the financial limit.
3. KALC Summary of response and Government response on the registration of new town and village greens - Noted.
4. Lower Thames Crossing – Details of sites noted.

5. Shaping the Future of Children's Centres in Kent – Members were pleased to see all of Swale’s Centres were saved. 

6. KALC Government Consultation on Local Authority Parking Strategies – Document noted.

7. KALC Finance Update (Winter 2013): DCLG Local Government Finance Statement – Finance Statement issued by the Under Secretary of State, Communities and Local Government (Mr Brandon Lewis) noted.

7.
Finance 
1. The Playstool – Trees, damaged fencing and removal/replacement of Confer Hedge – Recent storms have damaged some trees in The Playstool.  One Eucalyptus Tree was uprooted and because of concern regarding the other two the Clerk will contact Swale’s Tree Preservation Officer to see if the TPOs can be lifted to that the Parish Council can look at removing/pollarding them.  Removal of other fallen trees and branches is in hand and damaged fencing will be looked at.  Clerk to place to place an item on the February Agenda regarding the Conifer hedging.
    
    Action:  Cllr. Masters/Clerk
2. Quote to repair Portaloo Door, The Playstool – Clerk has received a quote of £1250 plus VAT, plus £35 delivery charge, for a new disabled Portaloo and Four Jays are willing to offer £300-£400 in part exchange for the old one.  It was proposed by Cllr. Lainton and seconded by Cllr. Harrison, all agreed, to accept the quotation, request a green unit and Clerk to try and persuade Four Jays to offer the higher figure of £400 in part exchange.  





             Action:  Clerk
3. Bus Shelter Repairs – Chestnut Street – Members agreed the cost of £220 to repair and re-felt the Chestnut Street bus shelter roof.
4. Budget 2014/15 – Cllr. Downes stated that if the 2014/15 Precept was kept at the current year’s figure of £45000, with the loss of Swale Borough Council’s Support Grant of £2750 this would mean an increase of 5.72%.  In light of the projects planned for 2014/15 (commencement of a rolling programme to renew the old Parish lighting) it was proposed by Cllr. Downes and seconded by Cllr. Bolas; 9 for, 3 abstentions; agreed to request a precept of £45115 for 2014/15.  This equates to an increase of 5.99%; or £2.54p per year (0.048p per week) for a Band D property.  Clerk to submit the required forms to Swale Borough Council.  





Action:  Clerk  
5. To authorise cheques raised at the meeting and approve the Accounts – Proposed by Cllr. Paige; seconded by Cllr. Harrison; 9 in favour, 3 abstention; Members agreed that the cheques be signed and the accounts to the 31st December, 2013 be approved.
	Date
	Cheque
	Details
	Amount

	16.01.14
	102241
	State Securities Plc
	Lighting Maintenance – December and Repair 241 Borden Lane
	£444.18p

	16.01.14
	102242
	L. Fisher
	Expenses – Tele; Office use, mileage and stationery, Dec
	£23.82p

	16.01.14
	102243
	H.M.  Revenue & Customs
	Tax due for  January 2014
	£89.40p

	16.01.14
	102244
	Fryer Group
	Maintenance – The Playstool/Hengist – December, 2013
	£350.60p

	16.01.14
	102245
	John England
	Expenses associated with the Inspection of the Playstool – December
	£40.00p

	16.01.14
	102246
	Borden C.of.E Primary School
	Donation re Swimming
	£500.00p

	16.01.14
	102247
	B&K Masters & Son
	Re-felting roof to Bus Shelter in Chestnut Street
	£220.00p

	16.01.14
	102248
	Edf Energy
	Feeder Pillar Quarterly Invoice to 13 Jan 2014
	£15.37p

	16.01.14
	102249
	McCabe Ford Williams
	Payroll Preparation quarter to 31 December 2013
	£39.00p

	16.01.14
	102250
	W. Bealing Agricultural Services Limited
	Cut back and clear a passing for the Equestrian community, Old A249
	£594.00p

	16.01.14
	102251
	Borden Village Fete Committee
	Donation towards 2014 Fete
	£1500.00p

	Eleven cheques in total


Post-dated cheque to ensure payment reaches HMRC by 19th of each month, so as not to incur a fine.

The following payment was made by Direct Debit: L. Fisher – Wages December, 2013 - £357.80p.
8.
Reports and Minutes from Portfolio Holders and Representatives
1. Finance – See item 7.4 above; nothing further to report.
2. KALC – Report circulated; next meeting in March.
3. Local Engagement Forum – Report circulated; next meeting in March.
4. Borden Sports Association – Nothing to report.  

5.    Borden Parish Hall – Cllr. Hepburn reported that a stop cock has been fitted to prevent airlocks and they are getting a chap in to look at the lighting between the car park and the steps.  The floor is on its last legs and a grant form has been submitted to the Parish Council for support with the cost of this work.  
6. Borden School – Cllr. Bolas reported that the Headmaster is still absent due to illness and it might be a further three weeks before he gets back to work.
7. Heritage – Cllr. Lainton reported that a meeting was held recently.  Leaflets 1 and 2 have been very successful; Leaflets 3 and 4 are going ahead and are in the preparation stage.  A talk by Helen Allison is planned for March.
8. Memorial – Cllr. Lainton reported that progress is impressive; board one is complete and board two is 95% complete.  The Sign Writer is doing the Poppies.  It is intended that the boards will be available in time for the Centennial in August.
9. Swale Rural Forum – Latest details will be on Swale Borough Council’s website.
9.
To receive and consider resolutions or recommendations in the order in which they have been notified
1. Parish Meeting 2014 – Cllr. Paige – Recommended that instead of having the Borden Assembly and a Parish Meeting; just the latter be held.  The Parish Meeting can incorporate displays by local organisations; a questions and answers session between residents and Members and speakers can be invited (perhaps someone from the Heritage Group or other organisation) to give a talk on their group and its work.  Under the Local Government Act, 1972, this meeting must be held between the 1st March and the 1st June in any year.

Members agreed to this change and the suggested date of the 24th or 31st May was put forward; Councillors to check their diaries and advise Clerk.


Action:  All Councillors/Clerk
10.
Planning Applications
Current Applications:  None


Determined applications:

1. APP/V225/D/13/2208505 – Bowl Reed, Oad Street, Borden, Sittingbourne, ME9 8JX – Appeal dismissed by Planning Inspector.

2. SW/13/1371 – 235 Borden Lane, Borden, ME9 8HR – Two storey extension – Permission granted.

11.
Any Other Matters Arising

1. Cllr. Paige mentioned the work being undertaken in Cryalls Lane is for extending the sub-station.  There has been queries regarding this area and it has been mentioned that potentially 80 houses could go on this site, but there is no planning permission for this.  
2. Cllr Paige circulated an e-mail regarding the second stage of the Community Governance Review and Borden’s boundary change; a consultation letter will be going out to those residents affected in March.
12.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 20th February, 2014, commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Barrow Room at Borden Parish Hall
The meeting closed at 08.35 p.m.
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